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God

Does God really exist? Why should we care about whether God exists? Religious beliefs have probably always existed
and been taught throughout the history of our earth, and for the most part they each have some notion of one or more
superior beings. In this discussion, | will only focus on what | believe the Bible tells us about God. | know it would be
impossible to exhaustively cover this topic but that will not keep me from starting. Let list a few of what | consider key
texts in the Bible.

God created all things
Ezekiel 28:14 "y oy [were] the anointed cherub who covers;
| established you;
You were on the holy mountain of God,;
You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones.
15 You [were] perfect in your ways from the day you were created,
Till iniquity was found in you. Ezekiel 28:14-15 NKJV

Genesis 11 1n the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1 NKJV

lohn1l | the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
#In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. John 1:1-4 NKJV

Revelation4:11 "y gre worthy, O Lord,

To receive glory and honor and power;

For You created all things,

And by Your will they exist and were created." Revelation 4:11 NKJV

10012:10 |n whose hand [is] the life of every living thing,
And the breath of all mankind? Job 12:10 NKJV

Colossians 1:16 Fqor hy Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.
Colossians 1:16 NKJV

lob16 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also
came among them. Job 1:6 NKJV

| believe God created Angels, and our world. | also believe based on Job that it is possible that He created people on
other worlds as well. | think God created all living beings so that He could interact with them and have relationships with
them.

God doesn’t change
Malachi3:6 "Eqr | [am] the LORD, | do not change;
Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob. Malachi 3:6 NKJV
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Hebrews 138 Jagys Christ [is] the same yesterday, today, and forever. Hebrews 13:8 NKJV

Matthew 5:18 "Eqr assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass
from the law till all is fulfilled. Matthew 5:18 NKJV

The Bible clearly tells us that God doesn’t change. However, on reading the Old Testament, many see only a picture
of a vengeful and jealous God, one who destroyed the world with a flood, and rained down fire on cities like Sodom
and Gomorrah, and commanded the Israelites to destroy entire nations. Does the perceived difference between the
God of the Old and New Testaments then present a problem for us? We will not be able to totally reconcile this
discrepancy right here and now, but maybe we can plant some seeds that can grow into an understanding of this
perplexing question.

e |sit possible that the world had become so wicked and so technologically advanced before the flood that
they were in danger of destroying all life?

e Recapping the story of Sodom and Gomorrah; recall that the men of the city intended to rape and probably
kill the angels, whom they thought were strangers in their city [Genesis 19:4-11]. This was probably their

normal practice, rather than an isolated incident. What if the entire population was that evil? By process of
deduction, there were less than ten righteous people in the entire city [Genesis 18:23-33], and the Angels

removed them before the city was destroyed [Genesis 19:15-17].

e Before we get too hung up on the idea of God ordering the destruction of entire nations, or ethnic cleansing
as some detractors like to call it, it may help to realize that life on this earth is a minute portion of what God
has planned for us. Undoubtedly, there were many who deserved the death sentence, but were there some
that didn’t? If there were people who were underserving of destruction, God would know, and eternity in
heaven would far outweigh their few lost years on this sinful earth.

For me, what it boils down to is this. If you believe that God is united in purpose, and that God never changes, then
there must have been some very extreme circumstances for some of these instances in the Old Testament, things
that God could know seeing from the beginning to the end. | think there must also have been misrepresentations
and mischaracterizations of God by the people of Old Testament times.

God is omniscient
Next there are three characteristics that are often attributed to God, omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence. Let
see what the Bible has to say about them.

Omniscience is defined as knowing everything.

Lkings 839 "then hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and give to everyone according to all his
ways, whose heart You know (for You alone know the hearts of all the sons of men), 1 Kings 8:39 NKJV

Psalm139:1 o the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.

O LORD, You have searched me and known [me].
2 You know my sitting down and my rising up;
You understand my thought afar off.

3 You comprehend my path and my lying down,
And are acquainted with all my ways.
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4 For [there is] not a word on my tongue,
[But] behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. Psalm 139:1-4 NKJV

Psalm 14755 Great [is] our Lord, and mighty in power;
His understanding [is] infinite. Psalm 147:5 NKJV

lsaiah 40:28 Haye you not known?

Have you not heard?

The everlasting God, the LORD,

The Creator of the ends of the earth,

Neither faints nor is weary.

His understanding is unsearchable. Isaiah 40:28 NKJV

leremiah 10:12 He has made the earth by His power,
He has established the world by His wisdom,
And has stretched out the heavens at His discretion. Jeremiah 10:12 NKJV

Matthew 10:30 "Bt the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Matthew 10:30 NKJV

L Corinthians 1:20 \\/here [is] the wise? Where [is] the scribe? Where [is] the disputer of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of this world? 1 Corinthians 1:20 NKJV

Llohn 3:20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 1 John 3:20 NKJV

God is omnipresent

Omnipresent means to be present everywhere at the same time. That is different from being in everything which is
known as pantheism. Some of the following verses were obtained from a list compiled at
http://www.openbible.info/topics/omnipresence.

Deuteronomy 31:6 "Ba strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the LORD your God, He [is]
the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you." Deuteronomy 31:6 NKJV

lob34:21 "Eqr His eyes [are] on the ways of man,

And He sees all his steps. Job 34:21 NKJV

Psalm 1397 \\/here can | go from Your Spirit?

Or where can | flee from Your presence?

8|f 1 ascend into heaven, You [are] there;

If | make my bed in hell, behold, You [are there].

% [If] | take the wings of the morning,

[And] dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

10 Even there Your hand shall lead me,

And Your right hand shall hold me. Psalm 139:7-10 NKJV

Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the LORD [are] in every place,
Keeping watch on the evil and the good. Proverbs 15:3 NKJV

lsaiah 43:2 \\hen you pass through the waters, | [will be] with you;
And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.
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When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned,
Nor shall the flame scorch you. Isaiah 43:2 NKJV

leremiah 23:24 C3n anyone hide himself in secret places,
So I shall not see him?" says the LORD;
"Do I not fill heaven and earth?" says the LORD. Jeremiah 23:24 NKJV

Matthew 18:20 "o where two or three are gathered together in My name, | am there in the midst of them." Mathew
18:20 NKJV

Matthew 28:19 "G therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2° "teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am
with you always, [even] to the end of the age." Amen. Matthew 28:19-20 NKJV

Romans 8:38 Eor | am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come, ¥ nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39 NKJV

| do not believe this to mean that God is everywhere and in everything. | believe He can be any and everywhere at the
same time. | also believe that Jesus gave up omnipresence when He took on human form. That is why He said it is better
for Him to leave and to send the Holy Spirit.

lohn 167 "Nevertheless | tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that | go away; for if | do not go away, the Helper
will not come to you; but if | depart, | will send Him to you. John 16:7 NKJV

God is omnipotent
Omnipotence means that God has power to do anything. Some of the following verses were from a list compiled at
http://www.openbible.info/topics/omnipotence.

Genesis 1:1 | the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1 NKJV

Exodus 14:31 Th s |srael saw the great work which the LORD had done in Egypt; so the people feared the LORD, and
believed the LORD and His servant Moses. Exodus 14:31 NKJV

l0b42:2 | know that You can do everything,
And that no purpose [of Yours] can be withheld from You. Job 42:2 NKJV

Isaiah 40:28

Have you not known?

Have you not heard?

The everlasting God, the LORD,

The Creator of the ends of the earth,

Neither faints nor is weary.

His understanding is unsearchable. Isaiah 40:28 NKJV

lsaiah 44:24 Thys says the LORD, your Redeemer,

And He who formed you from the womb:

"I [am] the LORD, who makes all [things],

Who stretches out the heavens all alone,

Who spreads abroad the earth by Myself; Isaiah 44:24 NKJV
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leremiah 10:12 4o has made the earth by His power,
He has established the world by His wisdom,
And has stretched out the heavens at His discretion. Jeremiah 10:12 NKJV

leremiah 32:27 "Bahold, | [am] the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me? Jeremiah 32:27 NKJV

Daniel4:35 A|| the inhabitants of the earth [are] reputed as nothing;
He does according to His will in the army of heaven

And [among] the inhabitants of the earth.

No one can restrain His hand

Or say to Him, "What have You done?" Daniel 4:35 NKJV

Matthew 19:26 B st Jesus looked at [them] and said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible." Matthew 19:26 NKJV

Mark10:27 Byt Jesus looked at them and said, "With men [it is] impossible, but not with God; for with God all things
are possible." Mark 10:27 NKJV

Luke 137 "Eor with God nothing will be impossible." Luke 1:37 NKJV

Romans 120 F o since the creation of the world His invisible [attributes] are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, [even] His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, Romans 1:20
NKJV

Ephesians 1:19 5 n q \what [is] the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working
of His mighty power 2° which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated [Him] at His
right hand in the heavenly [places], ! far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. Ephesians 1:19-21 NKJV

Hebrews 13 \who being the brightness of [His] glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by

the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, Hebrews 1:3 NKJV

| believe that God is omnipotent, meaning that He has the power to do anything he wishes.

God gave us His law
Exodus 34:28 5 he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank water. And
He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments. Exodus 34:28 NKJV

| believe the Ten Commandments found in Exodus 20:1-17 were given to Moses directly from God, and are applicable
for all people, not just Jews.

God died for our sins
Daniel 9:25 "k now therefore and understand, [That] from the going forth of the command To restore and build
Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, [There shall be] seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; ... Daniel 9:25 NKJV

| believe the coming of the Messiah to our world to live and die for us was predicted in Bible prophecies.
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Matthew 1:21 " And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their
sins." Matthew 1:21 NKJV

lohn 3:16 "Eqr God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. John 3:16 NKJV

LPpeter2:22 "\Who committed no sin,
Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; 1 Peter 2:22 NKJV

Llohn3:5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 1 John 3:5 NKJV

| believe when our world rebelled, God put a pre-existing plan in motion, to allow us to choose Him and eventually be
saved from sin. | believe that plan involved Jesus living a sinless life on this earth, and then dying to pay the penalty for
our sins.

God will save us and take us back to heaven
Mark14:62 Jagys said, "l am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming
with the clouds of heaven." Mark 14:62 NKJV

LThessalonians 4:13 Bt | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you
sorrow as others who have no hope. * For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring
with Him those who sleep in Jesus. ° For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive [and]
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. ® For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead
in Christ will rise first. Y’ Then we who are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 NKJV

Revelation 206 B|assed and holy [is] he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. Revelation 20:6
NKJV

| believe God will return to earth and take His followers back to heaven.

God will create a new earth
Revelation 21:1 Now | saw a hew heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.
Also there was no more sea. Revelation 21:1 NKJV

Revelation 213 And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and He
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them [and be] their God. Revelation
21:3 NKJV

| believe we will return to this earth where God will re-create it as He originally made it, free of sin, and He will live with
us.

What do you believe?

e Thisis a very abridged list of some of the characteristics of God. Can you name some others?
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e Do you believe that God has always existed? If so, how is that possible? If not, why?
e  What do you think it means for God to dwell with us in the new earth?



Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

Sin and the Battle between Good and Evil

| believe that understanding the origin of sin and the battle between good and evil is essential to any thorough study of
the Bible. Battles between good and evil are in front of us everywhere, a fundamental component of all governments
are laws and those who enforce them. More visible to most of us are police vs. law breakers. Wars are usually depicted
as good vs. evil. On the school ground, there are teachers and principals vs. all manner of school ground trouble makers.
Even before school age there are parents and older siblings vs. bullies. Without doubt, the most popular movies, books
and TV shows depict epic battles between good and evil where good eventually triumphs over evil.

Most of us are familiar with the concept of a being called Satan or the Devil. Where did he come from? Let’s look at a
few bible verses that talk about this subject.

Ezekiel 28:14 "y o [were] the anointed cherub who covers; | established you; You were on the holy mountain of God;
You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. 1°> You [were] perfect in your ways from the day you were
created, Till iniquity was found in you. Ezekiel 28:14-15 NKJV

Revelation 127 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his
angels fought, & but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. ° So the great
dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast
to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. Revelation 12:7-9 NKJV

lsaiah 14:12 "Ha\ you are fallen from heaven,

O Lucifer, son of the morning!

[How] you are cut down to the ground,

You who weakened the nations!

13 For you have said in your heart:

'l will ascend into heaven,

| will exalt my throne above the stars of God;

| will also sit on the mount of the congregation
On the farthest sides of the north;

141 will ascend above the heights of the clouds,
| will be like the Most High.'

15 Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol,

To the lowest depths of the Pit. Isaiah 14:12-15 NKJV

| believe the Bible paints a picture of a mighty angel whose name was Lucifer, the beloved leader of all the angels in
heaven at the time. These angels were created by God and apparently given the ability to think and choose. Lucifer
became jealous of God and wanted to be His equal, perhaps thinking he could do better, or knew better than God. The
result was sin and rebellion in heaven resulting in Lucifer and the angels who sided with him being thrown out. After
being cast out of heaven, Lucifer became known by many names, including Satan, the serpent, the devil and the dragon
mentioned in the verses above.
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| believe that Satan through the serpent deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden leading to the infestation of our world with
sin. This topic is expanded upon in greater detail in Adam and Eve's sin, but let's just look at a few verses that describe

His interaction with humanity.

Leeter58 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour. 1 Peter 5:8 NKJV

Matthew 8:28 \\/hen He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-
possessed [men], coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way. Matthew
8:28 NKJV

ob2:6 And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, he [is] in your hand, but spare his life." 7 So Satan went out from the
presence of the LORD, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. Job
2:6-7 NKJV

| believe that throughout the entire history of our world, since Adam and Eve sinned, Satan has been deceiving and
tempting people to sin, and generally wreaking as much havoc as he can. But | think that there are boundaries that God
has setup that limit Satan’s freedom to do anything he likes. For example, what prevents him from just killing everyone
who does not follow him, or why doesn’t he just completely take control of everyone, the way he does with some who

are possessed by demons.

Revelation 20:1 Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain
in his hand. 2 He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is [the] Devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years; 2 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he
should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be
released for a little while. Revelation 20:1-3 NKJV

Revelation 20:10 The devijl, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the
false prophet [are]. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. Revelation 20:10 NKJV

Adam and Eve succumbed to Satan’s deception, which resulted in our world becoming sinful and giving Satan certain
rights here on earth. But God didn’t abandon us and leave us completely under Satan’s control. His influence is also
present in our world, allowing us to use our free will to choose which side we will be on. In the end, the Bible is clear
that good will triumph over evil. Satan and sin will be finally destroyed, and the battle between good and evil will be
over and those who choose God’s side will again be able to live as He intended, without the existence of evil.

What do you believe?

o If God knows the future, and He made Lucifer, is He responsible for creating evil?

e Why does God believe so strongly in freedom of choice, that He gave it to Adam and Eve, knowing what the
result would be if they chose Satan?

e Why did God allow Lucifer to continue to exist and spread sin to our world?
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Creation

Story: Genesis 1-2

First Day
Genesis 11 | the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form, and void; and
darkness [was] on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3 Then
God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. * And God saw the light, that [it was] good; and God divided
the light from the darkness. ®> God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the
morning were the first day. Genesis 1:1-5 NKJV

| believe that God created the earth in six literal days. The KJV says in the second verse of Genesis 1, that the earth was
without form (31, t60)* and void (372, b6{)?. The two Hebrew words have the following applicable definitions:
formlessness, confusion, unreality, emptiness; and emptiness, void, waste. | believe that God has the power to create
matter where none existed before, or in terms of our current theories of physics, to convert energy to matter. So, God
first created the earth as a sphere covered with water. In verse 3 God said “let there be light.” Now this is a bit puzzling,
that it says God created light before He created the Sun. Maybe it wasn’t really light that God created on that first day
because after all, in Revelation 21:23 it says “the city had no need of the sun, ... for the glory of God illuminated it ...” |
believe the glory of God illuminated one side of the earth and the opposite side was dark, so He started the earth
rotating so that the dark side would eventually come into the light. So, in essence what God really created the first day
was a rotating planet and the concept of light and dark, day and night, morning and evening.

Second Day
Genesis 16 Then God said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from
the waters." 7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which [were] under the firmament from
the waters which [were] above the firmament; and it was so.  And God called the firmament Heaven. So the
evening and the morning were the second day. Genesis 1:6-8 NKJV

On the second day God divided the waters above from the waters below with the sky or air in between. Now, we know
that there is water below the sky but what is meant by water above the sky. Is it simply the clouds that carry rain? | think
it was more than that but let’s save that for later.

Third Day
Genesis 19 Then God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
[land] appear"; and it was so. !° And God called the dry [land] Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He
called Seas. And God saw that [it was] good. 1! Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb [that]
yields seed, [and] the fruit tree [that] yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed [is] in itself, on the earth";
and it was so. 2 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb [that] yields seed according to its kind, and the tree

1 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h8414/kjv/wlc/0-1/
2 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h922/kjv/wlc/0-1/
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[that] yields fruit, whose seed [is] in itself according to its kind. And God saw that [it was] good. 3 So the evening
and the morning were the third day. Genesis 1:9-13 NKJV

On the third day, God altered the contour of the land so that it was higher in some places and lower in others, which
caused the waters to be gathered together into lakes and seas in the lower elevations, and the higher became dry land.
He then caused grass, trees and all kinds of plants to sprout up out of the earth and grow. | believe that in the Garden of
Eden, these plants grew so fast you could have watched them grow to maturity before the day was over. Every plant had
the capacity for reproduction through seeds.

Fourth Day
Genesis 1:14 Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night;
and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; ** "and let them be for lights in the firmament of
the heavens to give light on the earth"; and it was so. ® Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule
the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. [He made] the stars also. 1 God set them in the firmament of the
heavens to give light on the earth, '8 and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the
darkness. And God saw that [it was] good. *° So the evening and the morning were the fourth day. Genesis 1:14-
19 NKJV

On the fourth day, God created the sun, moon and stars. Taken very literally, God created the sun, and set our earth in
orbit around it. Just like the rotation of the earth set the duration of the day, the earth’s orbit around the sun, with a tilt
of its axis, made seasons as well as the duration of the year. Likewise, the orbit of the moon, gave us the concept of
dividing the year into months. I’'m not really sure how many stars would have been created at this time, perhaps it was
just the other planets in our solar system, or everything in the Milky Way galaxy.

Fifth Day
Genesis 1:20 Then God said, "Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens." 2! So God created great sea creatures and every
living thing that moves, with which the waters abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that [it was] good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 2 So the evening and the morning were the
fifth day. Genesis 1:20-23 NKJV

On the fifth day, God created the creatures that live in the water and the birds that fly in the air. Every one of these
creatures was made in two forms, a male and a female which together had the ability to reproduce young of their own
kind. They were to multiply and populate the waters and the sky.

Sixth Day
Genesis 1:24 Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle and creeping
thing and beast of the earth, [each] according to its kind"; and it was so. 2°> And God made the beast of the earth
according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind.
And God saw that [it was] good.

26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth." ¥’ So God created man in His [own] image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. 2 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth
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and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that
moves on the earth."

2 And God said, "See, | have given you every herb [that] yields seed which [is] on the face of all the earth, and
every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. 3° "Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which [there is] life, [| have given] every green herb for
food"; and it was so. 3! Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed [it was] very good. So the
evening and the morning were the sixth day. Genesis 1:24-31 NKJV

On the sixth day, God created the creatures that live on land. Now an interesting thing that | never really noticed before
is that God said, "let the earth produce every sort of animal." C. S. Lewis very colorfully describes what this may have
looked like in his book, "The Magician's Nephew," from the series "The Chronicles of Narnia." My point being that God
didn't say let there be animals, but He said, let the earth produce animals. So, like man, the animals were also made
from the ground. All these creatures, from the largest to the smallest were made in two forms, a male and a female
which together had the ability to reproduce young of their own kind. They also were to multiply and populate the earth.

On the sixth day also, God created man in His own image. What does it mean to be created in God’s image? God was not
restricted to a physical form, so it couldn’t have been His physical image that we were patterned after. | believe that one
way we were made in His image was that we were given the ability to create life. But in addition to that | think He gave
us the ability to have creative thoughts and perhaps most important of all, the ability to have a relationship with Him.

Seventh Day
Genesis 21 Thys the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. 2 And on the seventh day God
ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done.
3 Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had
created and made. Genesis 2:1-3 NKJV

On the seventh day God rested from His creative work and He blessed the seventh day and made it Holy. | don’t know if
God actually needed any rest after expending all that energy, but He probably knew we needed it, so He concluded His
creation with one last cycle, the weekly cycle which ended with a special day of rest.

What do you believe?

e When you read in Genesis that God created the world, who do you understand that to mean?

e Do you believe that God created every bit of matter in the universe, or just the matter surrounding the life He
created?

e Some people believe the days of creation were symbolic and took place over a long period of time. What do you
believe?
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Adam and Eve’s sin

Story: Genesis 3

| believe that when God first created the world, everything about it was good and perfect, but unfortunately it didn’t
remain that way for long. The reason | believe that it didn’t last for long was because Adam and Eve were told to be
fruitful and multiple, meaning to have children. Now we know that it takes about nine months of pregnancy before a
child is born and no child was born in Eden.

Genesis 216 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;
17"put of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall
surely die." Genesis 2:16-17 NKJV

Deceived by the Serpent

| believe Satan was only allowed to tempt Adam and Eve at the tree of knowledge of good and evil. | don’t think God
allowed him to follow them around harassing them and tempting them all the time. The reason | think this is, that is the
only rule we are told they were given. They were not given any reasons, so it was a test of who they would believe.

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he
said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?"

2 And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 "but of the fruit of the

tree which [is] in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.

* Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. ®> "For God knows that in the day you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

® So when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, that it [was] pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
desirable to make [one] wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.
Genesis 3:1-6 NKJV

Satan tempted Eve by leading her to believe that God was not fair and was withholding something from her. | find it
interesting that Satan or the devil is actually not described as working through the serpent. It reads as if the serpent and
the devil were one and the same. In fact it is interesting to note that in the Old Testament, the name Satan is only
mentioned three times outside of the book of Job. The serpent enticed Eve by the same desire that was Satan's
downfall, which was to be like God. Through that, he offered one thing that was true which she unfortunately didn’t
really understand, that she would know about evil. The other thing he said, that she would not die, was a direct
contradiction of what God said forcing her to have to decide whether she would believe the serpent or God.

Shame and Nakedness
Genesis 37 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they [were] naked; and they sewed fig
leaves together and made themselves coverings.
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8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

® Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where [are] you?"
1050 he said, "l heard Your voice in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; and | hid myself."

11 And He said, "Who told you that you [were] naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which | commanded you
that you should not eat?"

12 Then the man said, "The woman whom You gave [to be] with me, she gave me of the tree, and | ate."

13 And the LORD God said to the woman, "What [is] this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent
deceived me, and | ate." Genesis 3:7-13 NKJV

| believe that probably immediately after they sinned, they felt something that they had never felt before, which was
guilt. What they didn’t realize was that was part of what the serpent promised them in the knowledge of evil. They also
were feeling a physical change, which made them feel shame at their nakedness.

Pain and Death
Genesis 3:16 Tg the woman He said: "l will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain you shall bring
forth children; Your desire [shall be] for your husband, And he shall rule over you."

17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of
which | commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it": "Cursed [is] the ground for your sake; In toil you shall
eat [of] it All the days of your life. ' Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the
herb of the field. ¥ In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you
were taken; For dust you [are], And to dust you shall return." Genesis 3:16-19 NKJV

Another aspect of the physical change was that their bodies would now feel pain and discomfort. Child birth would now
be a very painful experience for women. Both men and women would get tired or exhausted from physical labor. Not
only were they changed, but the world was changed as well, now their environment was no longer perfect and
comfortable to them. Even the plants were affected, so that there would be bad ones, like weeds and thistles, and even
bad features such as thorns on the good ones. The man especially, would have to work hard in order to cultivate the
plants they would need for food, just to survive. | believe the animals were also affected in similar ways. As it became
difficult to survive, the stronger animals started to kill and eat the weaker ones, and even became a danger to people.
All these changes took place at a genetic level, so that plants, animals and humans, would reproduce these effects of sin
in their offspring.

Genesis 3:21 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. Genesis 3:21 NKJV

Adam and Eve now experienced death for the first time as God showed them how they could kill and animal and use its
skin to cover their nakedness and protect them.

Genesis 3:22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now,
lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"—23 therefore the LORD God
sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. ** So He drove out the man; and
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He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard
the way to the tree of life. Genesis 3:22-24 NKJV

| believe that somehow, eating the fruit of this special tree played a part in regenerating their bodies so that they would
never grow old and die even before sin, otherwise why would they have needed it? | believe that even after they sinned,
this special tree would still perform its function, so they were prevented from eating its fruit anymore, thus causing
them to eventually grow old and die. | am not saying that sin wasn’t a factor in the body growing old and dying, but it
does say that even after sin, continually eating of the fruit from the tree of life would perpetuate the life indefinitely.

lob16 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also

came among them. Job 1:6 NKJV

| believe that after our world sinned, Satan was allowed back in heaven periodically, as a representative of our world in

place of Adam.

What do you believe?

e |s freedom of choice really worth all the pain and evil that resulted from its misuse?

e How is it that the action of Adam and Eve in disobeying God, caused not only the physical changes in themselves
but also in all the animals and plants?

e Do you believe Adam and Eve died only because they sinned, or because they couldn’t eat from the tree of life

anymore?
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The Effects of sin and God's plan to save us

Story: Genesis 3:7 —4:16

Genesis 4:6 5o the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 "If you do well,
will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire [is] for you, but you
should rule over it."

& Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother and killed him. Genesis 4:6-8 NKJV

Romans 715 Eor what | am doing, | do not understand. For what | will to do, that | do not practice; but what | hate,
that | do. ' If, then, | do what | will not to do, | agree with the law that [it is] good. '’ But now, [it is] no longer |
who do it, but sin that dwells in me. * For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will
is present with me, but [how] to perform what is good | do not find. *° For the good that | will [to do], | do not
do; but the evil | will not [to do], that | practice. 2° Now if | do what | will not [to do], it is ho longer | who do it,
but sin that dwells in me.

21| find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. Romans 7:15-21 NKJV

Romans 323 £5r ]| have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23 NKJV

Romans 512 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death
spread to all men, because all sinned-- Romans 5:12 NKJV

In the chapter on Adam and Eve’s sin, it was mentioned that they felt a physical change after they sinned. | believe their
mind and bodies were altered somehow so that they were now predisposed to do wrong. Ever since that time, every
human born on this earth inherited this predisposition, also known as a sinful nature.

Genesis 3:17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree
of which | commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it": "Cursed [is] the ground for your sake; In toil you shall
eat [of] it All the days of your life. ' Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the
herb of the field. ¥ In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you
were taken; For dust you [are], And to dust you shall return." Genesis 3:17-19 NKJV

| believe that not only were Adam and Eve physically changed by their sin, the whole planet, including plants and
animals were changed as well. In a similar way that man’s sinful nature made it easier and natural for him to sin, so with
the plants, undesirable ones would grow easier and stronger and the desirable plants would have to be painstakingly
cared for and protected to get them to thrive. Animals undoubtedly did not eat each in the world before sin, but ever
since, it has been survival of the fittest and the food chain which includes all creatures including man.

Genesis€:5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man [was] great in the earth, and [that] every intent of the
thoughts of his heart [was] only evil continually. ® And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth,
and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom | have created from the face of
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the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for | am sorry that | have made them."
Genesis 6:5-7 NKJV

Genesis€:11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 2 So God looked upon
the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. Genesis 6:11-12 NKJV

Man became so wicked that God had to destroy most of the world. But | do not believe that it was just wickedness that
required their destruction. | have no scriptural grounds for this belief, but | think the humans before the flood were
dabbling with things that would not fit into God’s plans for us after sin. Possible examples are, human cloning,
genetically engineered or enhanced humans, animal/human hybrids. In support of this thinking is the existence of
dinosaur skeletons, giant creatures, that many believe God did not create and hence were not saved from the flood. It is
also possible that humans were developing the means to travel to other planets, and | do not think God intended for sin
to spread to other worlds in this manner.

lohn 3:16 "Eqr God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. John 3:16 NKJV

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death, but the gift of God [is] eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23
NKJV

Romans 5:8 B\;t God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8 NKJV

Romans 5:16 And the gift [is] not like [that which came] through the one who sinned. For the judgment [which came]
from one [offense resulted] in condemnation, but the free gift [which came] from many offenses [resulted] in
justification. Romans 5:16 NKJV

Llohn 139 | \we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 NKJV

But God did not abandon us to sin and Satan’s control. He loved us so much that God came to earth to die for us so that
we could be saved from sin. In fact, there is no sin that is so bad that God will not forgive us for, if we will only ask. In
fact, God is willing to cleanse us from all unrighteousness, treating us as if we had never sinned, if we will only ask.
Finally, there is nothing we can do to earn eternal life or God’s forgiveness for our sins, it is freely offered to all who will
ask for and accept it.

Romans 66 |k nowing this, that our old man was crucified with [Him], that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin. ’ For he who has died has been freed from sin. Romans 6:6-7 NKJV

Romans 517 Eor if by the one man's offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) Romans
5:17 NKJV

Because of our sinful nature, | believe it is impossible for us to live without sinning through our own willpower. Without
God, the only way for us to stop sinning is to die. But God has provided a way for us to get out from under the power of
sin. We need to spiritually let our sinful nature die and then be resurrected with our will surrendered to God. This means
that instead of letting sin control us, we as ask God to be in control of us. So, instead of trying to not sin, we need to
focus on our relationship with God which helps us to keep our will surrendered to Him. We need to continually


http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/6/5/p1
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/6/11/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/6/11/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Nkjv/Jhn/3/16/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Nkjv/Jhn/3/16/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Nkjv/Rom/6/23/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Nkjv/Rom/6/23/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Nkjv/Rom/6/23/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/5/8/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/5/8/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/5/16/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/5/16/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/1Jo/1/9/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/1Jo/1/9/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/6/6/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/6/6/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/5/17/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/5/17/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/5/17/p0

Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

surrender our will to God because he never uses His power in our lives without our consent and we can take control of
our life back from Him at any time.

What do you believe?

e  Why were the earth, plants and animals all physically affected by man’s sin?

e  Why do you think God took such drastic measures in destroying the entire world with the flood except for those
in the ark?

e What does it mean to you to submit your will to someone else?
e Have you ever heard of people being possessed by demons?
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What happens after death

In the topic: Adam and Eve’s Sin, death was listed as the first effect of sin. God warned Adam and Eve not to eat from

the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, including a consequence for disobedience.

Genesis 216 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;
17"put of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall
surely die." Genesis 2:16-17 NKJV

But Satan contradicted God by telling Eve:

Genesis 3:4 Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. Genesis 3:4 NKJV

So, who do we choose to believe today, God or Satan? Obviously, we all know that people die, but many people today
believe that when they die, they immediately pass on into the afterlife, or another life. Are these beliefs the result of
Satan’s original lie to Eve in the Garden of Eden? Let’s see what the Bible has to say about this subject. The following
summary is based on a more comprehensive word search in the Bible which you can see in Appendix A — Death word

search, in this document.

Upon death the unconscious spirit goes back to God for preservation
My first assertion is that when we die our spirit goes back to God who gave it.

Ecclesiastes 12.7 Than the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will return to God who gave it.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 NKJV

Luke 23:46 And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, "Father, 'into Your hands | commit My spirit.
Having said this, He breathed His last. Luke 23:46 NKJV

Ads7:59 Apd they stoned Stephen as he was calling on [God] and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Acts 7:59
NKJV

Luke 35 Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given [something]
to eat. Luke 8:55 NKJV

This is not a conscious spirit, but the essence of what makes a human being a unique individual. It is also associated with
the breath that | believe God breathed into man that made him alive. | believe the essence, the thoughts, the memory,
or the character of each individual is stored in heaven when a person dies, and will be re-united with the body at the
resurrection.

There is no consciousness in death
The next assertion is that Jesus considers our first death a sleep.

10b14:10 Bt man dies and is laid away; Indeed he breathes his last And where [is] he? ! [As] water disappears
from the sea, And a river becomes parched and dries up, ! So man lies down and does not rise. Till the heavens
[are] no more, They will not awake Nor be roused from their sleep. 13 "Oh, that You would hide me in the grave,
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That You would conceal me until Your wrath is past, That You would appoint me a set time, and remember me!
141 a man dies, shall he live [again]? All the days of my hard service | will wait, Till my change comes. ** You shall
call, and I will answer You; You shall desire the work of Your hands. Job 14:10-15 NKJV

Psalm6:5 Eor in death [there is] no remembrance of You; In the grave who will give You thanks? Psalm 6:5 NKJV

Psam 11517 The dead do not praise the LORD, Nor any who go down into silence. Psalm 115:17 NKJV

Ecclesiastes KIV Thjg [js] an evil in all that is done under the sun: that one thing [happens] to all. Truly the hearts of the
sons of men are full of evil; madness [is] in their hearts while they live, and after that [they go] to the dead. * But
for him who is joined to all the living there is hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion. * For the living
know that they will die; But the dead know nothing, And they have no more reward, For the memory of them is
forgotten. ® Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished; Nevermore will they have a share In
anything done under the sun. Ecclesiastes 9:3-6 NKJV

Ecclesiastes 9:10 \W hatever your hand finds to do, do [it] with your might; for [there is] no work or device or
knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going. Ecclesiastes 9:10 NKJV

lohn 1111 These things He said, and after that He said to them, "Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but | go that | may wake
him up." John 11:11 NKJV

lohn 1113 However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep.
4 Then Jesus said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. John 11:13-14 NKJV

Acds1336 "Eqr David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his
fathers, and saw corruption; Acts 13:36 NKJV

Revelation 14:13 Than | heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed [are] the dead who die in the Lord
from now on.'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them."
Revelation 14:13 NKJV

The verses we just read support make it clear that there is no consciousness in death or sleep.

There is a resurrection of the righteous
Daniel12:2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to
shame [and] everlasting contempt. Daniel 12:2 NKJV

2 "and

lohn 3:28 "o not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice
come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the

resurrection of condemnation. John 5:28-29 NKJV

Acts 2815 "] have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of [the] dead,
both of [the] just and [the] unjust. Acts 24:15 NKJV

L Corinthians 15:42 G 3|50 [is] the resurrection of the dead. [The body] is sown in corruption, it is raised in
incorruption. 1 Corinthians 15:42 NKJV

LCorinthians 15:52 jn 3 moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 1 Corinthians 15:52 NKJV
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Thessalonians 4:13 Bt | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you
sorrow as others who have no hope. * For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring
with Him those who sleep in Jesus. *° For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive [and]
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. ® For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead
in Christ will rise first. ¥ Then we who are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 NKJV

Revelation 206 B|assed and holy [is] he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. Revelation 20:6
NKJV

There is a resurrection of the righteous which will happen at the time of Christ’s second coming to earth. Their
unconscious spirits which had gone to heaven at death are now installed into their new physical bodies. Now, even with
new bodies, they are the same people they were before death minus any trace of sin. Most of these verses mention
resurrections for both the righteous and the wicked. The verse in Revelation 20:6 however mentions the blessed will
come up from the grave in the first resurrection. This strongly implies that there will be a second one.

There is a resurrection of the wicked
As we mentioned above, most of the verses quoted refer to resurrection for both the righteous and the wicked.

Revelation 2055 Bt the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This [is] the first
resurrection. Revelation 20:5 NKJV

Revelation 20:12 And | saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another
book was opened, which is [the Book] of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things
which were written in the books. 2 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up
the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 1* Then Death and Hades
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. ** And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was
cast into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:12-15 NKJV

These next two verses add some detail which clarifies the picture of the two resurrections. The first resurrection
mentioned in Revelation 20:6 is for the righteous who will be taken to heaven for 1000 years. Revelation 20:5 doesn't
call it the second resurrection, but it says the wicked will not come to life until the end of the 1000 years. It is not
obvious in every text, that there are two separate resurrections. However, in Revelation, it seems quite clear that there
will be 1000 years between the resurrection of the righteous and the wicked. So, can we reconcile the texts that seem to
portray both groups being resurrected at the same time? If you believe Jesus' statement below is in reference to His
second coming, it is conceivable that the group of people responsible for His crucifixion and death were resurrected at
His second coming to fulfill His statement made to Caiaphas at their mock trial of Him.

Matthew 26:64 g5 said to him, "[It is as] you said. Nevertheless, | say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man
sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven." Matthew 26:64 NKJV

After this resurrection takes place, the wicked and Satan will be sentenced and destroyed, thus putting an end to sin and
death.
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Some were taken to heaven ahead of time
2Kkings 211 Then jt happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire [appeared] with
horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 2 Kings 2:11 NKJV

Matthew 17:3 And hehold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Matthew 17:3 NKJV

Mark9:4 And Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. Mark 9:4 NKJV
Luke 930 And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, Luke 9:30 NKJV

lude 19 yat Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared
not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" Jude 1:9 NKJV

Genesis 524 And Enoch walked with God; and he [was] not, for God took him. Genesis 5:24 NKJV

Hebrews 11:5 By, fajth Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "and was not found, because God had
taken him"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. Hebrews 11:5 NKJV

Matthew 27:52 31 the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; >3 and

coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many. Matthew
27:52-53 NKJV

The Bible mentions three special individuals, Enoch, Elijah and Moses, who were taken to heaven ahead of time. Enoch

and Elijah did not even have to experience death. Moses was resurrected after death and taken to heaven. Then there
was a group of unnamed people who were resurrected at the time of Christ’s death whom He took with Him when He
went back to heaven.

Text's quoted in support of consciousness after death

To claim there are no Bible verses that portray immediate life after death would simply not be true. But if we believe the
Bible to be God's word and consistent with itself, we must be able to understand and explain the true intent and
meaning of them.

Luke 16:19 "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every
day. 2° "But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 2! "desiring to be
fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 "So it
was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was
buried. 22 "And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom.

24"Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this flame.' 2° "But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that
in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you
are tormented. 26 'And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to
pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.'

27 "Then he said, 'l beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house, 28 'for | have five
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.' 2° "Abraham said to him,
'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.' 3° "And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes
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to them from the dead, they will repent.' 3! "But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.'" Luke 16:19-31 NKJV

The first one that we just read, the story of the rich man and Lazarus, is probably the Bible passage quoted most often to
support the idea that people go directly to heaven or hell when they die. | believe this story to be a parable which
doesn’t really tell us whether it was something that actually happened or not, but we can see from Luke 16:31 that Jesus
had a main point to draw from this parable. If they don’t believe Moses and the prophets, then they would not believe
even if someone came back from the dead to warn them. The doubters were asking Jesus for a sign, a miracle, possibly
even the resurrection of someone from the dead to convince them of who He was. This story and His conclusion were in
response to this. In order to make His main point, His parable involved some people who were conscious after death. In
this chapter on what happens after death, | have already shown a lot of Biblical evidence that there is no consciousness

in death, there is a resurrection for both the righteous and the wicked when Jesus comes back. There are also many

other details in the story which would not make sense if it were a true story of two real individuals. The following
questions are partially obtained from a small booklet devoted entirely to this topic.?

e  Why is Lazarus resting in Abraham's bosom? Does everyone rest in his bosom?

e How could someone in hell simply talk to people in heaven? If such were the case, how would anyone in heaven
have any peace or enjoyment, if people from hell could be pestering them for eternity? What if a friend or
family member kept calling out to you from hell?

o We know that people's bodies decay after they die. So how would Lazarus have a finger and the rich man a
tongue if they were spirits in heaven and hell?

Based on the conclusions that | have drawn, | believe that taking this story literally would be inconsistent with what the
Bible teaches. Hence, it must be simply a story that Jesus made up or borrowed to make a point. A point which would
shortly be proven true when he literally brought Lazarus back to life. In fact, instead of believing, the Pharisees plotted
to kill the very man brought to life in order to silence him. Do you think Jesus specifically named the poor man Lazarus
because He knew he would be bringing a real-life Lazarus back to life?

Let's look at another one that people quote to support the idea of life after death.

Revelation &9 \\/hen He opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the
word of God and for the testimony which they held. ° And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O
Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" ! Then a white
robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both [the
number of] their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they [were], was completed.
Revelation 6:9-11 NKJV

One must really read the larger context of this one to understand why it is included here. It actually seems contradictory
to what most of the bible teaches about the state of the dead. What | believe these verses are saying is that when John
saw the fifth seal being opened, he saw under the altar in heaven, souls of those who had been slain because they had
been faithful to God. And he said they cried out with a loud voice. Now we previously discussed the soul returning to
God at death, to await reunification with the body at the resurrection. This is the first instance | have come across of a
soul, which has parted from the body, saying anything. It almost seems like they were resting unconsciously, then all of a
sudden cried out, then were given a robe and told to go back to sleep. | don’t know exactly what a soul is and in what
form it is preserved, but perhaps under the altar in heaven is where God stores the unconscious souls of the dead. If

3 Crews, Dennis, The Rich Man and Lazarus, Amazing Facts, Roseville CA, 2009, p11-12. [online pdf]
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these were good people, and conscious, why would they be kept under the altar? That could seem like keeping them in
a cage, which would seem like a punishment to me. | think the answer lies in another verse that speaks of someone’s
blood, or possibly soul, crying out to God for justice.

Genesis 410 And He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground.
Genesis 4:10 NKJV

| don’t believe Abel’s blood was literally crying out from the grave. | think it was symbolic, or a figure of speech and |
think the same applies to the text in question in Revelation.

What do you believe?

e What do you believe happens to a person after death?
e Do you think the Bible is clear or contradicts itself on this topic?
e Does the Bible say anything about reincarnation?
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Hell

So what and where is hell, and do bad people go there when they die? In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word
translated to hell in the KJV is 2ixw, $%'61'%. In the KJV, this Hebrew word is translated as grave and hell 31 times each
and once as pit. So how was the translator to determine what the author really intended when they used this word? It
seems the NASB avoided making this call by simply translating the word as sheole in almost all cases. Let’s take a look at
the 31 instances where the KJV translated this word as hell.

0Old Testament use of Sheole
Deuteronomy 32:22 £ ¢ 3 fire s kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell[H7585], and shall consume
the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains. Deuteronomy 32:22 KJV

25amuel 22:6 The sorrows of hell[H7585] compassed me about; the snares of death prevented me; 2 Samuel 22:6
KIV

lob11:8 1t js] as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell[H7585]; what canst thou know? Job 11:8
KIV

1ob26:6 Hell[H7585] is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering. Job 26:6 KJV
Psam9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell[H7585], [and] all the nations that forget God. Psalm 9:17 KJV

Psalm 16:10 Eor thou wilt not leave my soul in hell[H7585]; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
Psalm 16:10 KJV

Psalm 185 The sorrows of hell[H7585] compassed me about; the snares of death prevented me; Psalm 18:5 KJV

Psalm55:15 | ot death seize upon them, [and] let them go down quick into hell[H7585]: for wickedness [is] in their
dwellings, [and] among them. Psalm 55:15 KJV

Psalm86:13 Eor great js thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell[H7585]. Psalm
86:13 KJV

Psalm 1163 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell[H7585] gat hold upon me: | found trouble
and sorrow. Psalm 116:3 KJV

Psalm 13938 |£ | 3scend up into heaven, thou art there: if | make my bed in hell[H7585], behold, thou art there. Psalm

139:8 KIV

Proverbs 55 Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell[H7585]. Proverbs 5:5 KJV

Proverbs 727 Har house s the way to hell[H7585], going down to the chambers of death. Proverbs 7:27 KJV

4 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h7585/kjv/wlc/0-1/
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Proverbs 9:18 Bt he knoweth not that the dead [are] there; [and that] her guests [are] in the depths of hell[H7585].
Proverbs 9:18 KJV

Proverbs 15:11 Ha||[H7585] and destruction are before the LORD: how much more then the hearts of the children of
men? Proverbs 15:11 KJV

Proverbs 15:24 The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell[H7585] beneath. Proverbs 15:24 KJV

Proverbs 23:14 Th oy shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell[H7585]. Proverbs 23:14 KJV

Proverbs 27:20 He||[H7585] %7585 and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. Proverbs 27:20
KV

lsaiah 5:14 Tharefore hell[H7585] hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory,
and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. Isaiah 5:14 KJV

lsaiah 14:9 Ha||[H7585] from beneath is moved for thee to meet [thee] at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for
thee, [even] all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations. Isaiah
14:9 KJV

lsaiah 14:15 yot thou shalt be brought down to hell[H7585], to the sides of the pit. Isaiah 14:15 KJV

Isaiah 28:15

Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell[H7585] are we at agreement;
when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge,
and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: Isaiah 28:15 KJV

lsaiah 28:18 Apd your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell[H7585] shall not
stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it. Isaiah 28:18 KJV

lsaiah 57:9 And thou wentest to the king with ointment, and didst increase thy perfumes, and didst send thy
messengers far off, and didst debase thyself even unto hell[H7585]. Isaiah 57:9 KJV

Ezekiel 3116 | made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when | cast him down to hell[H7585] with them
that descend into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink water, shall be
comforted in the nether parts of the earth. 1’ They also went down into hell[H7585] with him unto [them that
be] slain with the sword; and [they that were] his arm, [that] dwelt under his shadow in the midst of the
heathen. Ezekiel 31:16-17 KJV

Ezeliel 3221 The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of the midst of hell[H7585] with them that help
him: they are gone down, they lie uncircumcised, slain by the sword. Ezekiel 32:21 KJV

Ezekiel 32:27 And they shall not lie with the mighty [that are] fallen of the uncircumcised, which are gone down to
hell[H7585] with their weapons of war: and they have laid their swords under their heads, but their iniquities
shall be upon their bones, though [they were] the terror of the mighty in the land of the living. Ezekiel 32:27 KJV

Amos 92 Though they dig into hell[H7585], thence shall mine hand take them; though they climb up to heaven,
thence will I bring them down: Amos 9:2 KJV

lonah22 An( said, | cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly
of hell[H7585] cried |, and thou heardest my voice. Jonah 2:2 KJV
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Habakkuk2:5 yag 350, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who
enlargeth his desire as hell[H7585], and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations,
and heapeth unto him all people: Habakkuk 2:5 KJV

From these texts | assembled ideas the authors of the Old Testament had of hell.

ok wWwN PR

8.

It was some place deep in the earth

It was a place that the wicked ended up at

It was a place associated with sorrow and death

It was a place they wished their enemies would end up at

When in great depression or danger, the author might refer to themselves as being in hell

Interestingly in the Old Testament, we don’t really find any concept of burning in hell. The only verse that
mentioned fire in conjunction with hell was the one in Deuteronomy 32:22 which spoke of God’s anger burning
the earth all the way down to hell. It didn’t speak of God’s anger burning things in hell.

There was no theme of consciousness in hell
Hell would give up its dead at the time of the resurrection Isaiah 14:9.

For the most part then, the concept of the grave could apply to all the Old Testament references of hell in the KJV.

New Testament

Hades

In the New Testament, there are three Greek words that are translated to hell in the KJV. The first one &dng, hadés®, was
used eleven times in pretty much the same way as the Hebrew word 2ixy, §°'61°. There did not appear to be any concept

of burning or consciousness in hades.

Geenna
It is the second one, the Greek word yéevvo, geenna’, which includes the concept of fire and punishment. This word was

translated as hell nine times and hell fire three times in the KJV.

Matthew 5:22 Bt | say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall
say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell[G1067] fire. Matthew 5:22 KJV

Matthew 530 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one
of thy members should perish, and not [that] thy whole body should be cast into hell[G1067]. Matthew 5:30 KJV

Matthew 1028 A fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell[G1067]. Matthew 10:28 KJV

Mark9:43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two
hands to go into hell[G1067], into the fire that never shall be quenched: Mark 9:43 KJV
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These four verses are a sampling of the uses of the Greek word geenna. In none of these cases does it imply that a
person would immediately end up there when they die. The troubling one is from Jesus’ statement in Mark which speaks
of the fire that never shall be quenched. There are two observations that | will make about this one. 1) The way this
same statement by Jesus is recorded by Matthew 5:30 does not include this additional description of hell. 2) It does not
say the body is kept alive, leading to eternal torture. Clearly, there was a concept of eternal hell fire by some of the New
Testament authors.

Tartaroo
The third Greek word translated as hell is Taptapdm, tartarod®, which actually occurs only once.

2Peter2:4 o if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast [them] down to hell[G5020], and delivered [them]
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 2 Peter 2:4 KJV

This verse is from a chapter in 2 Peter where he starts out by speaking of some contemporary false prophets and the
punishment they will receive. He says if God did not spare angels who sinned, or the people who died in the flood, He
will not spare these false prophets. So, what is this hell that evil angels were cast down to? If speaking of their being cast
down in past tense, then it would seem that the hell they have been cast down do is the earth because that is where we
understand them to be. If Peter is talking about the future, then it could be referring to the 1000 years that Satan is
chained on earth between the two resurrections, awaiting judgment (see Revelation 20:1-3).

Do people go straight to heaven or hell when they die?
An extensive summary of this is available in the chapter What happens after death. The full study on the same topicis in

Appendix A. But let's look at a few verses to see what conclusions we can draw.

Matthew 13:24 Apother parable He put forth to them, saying: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good
seed in his field; % "but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way.
26 "Byt when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. ¥’ "So the servants of
the owner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?'

28 "He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' The servants said to him, 'Do you want us then to go and gather
them up?' % "But he said, 'No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. 3° 'Let
both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest | will say to the reapers, "First gather together
the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn." ' " Matthew 13:24-30
NKJV

Jesus then explains the parable.

Matthew 13:36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying,
"Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field." 3 He answered and said to them: "He who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man. 38 "The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are
the sons of the wicked [one]. *° "The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are the angels. *° "Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end
of this age. *! "The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that

42 n

offend, and those who practice lawlessness, ** "and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing
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and gnashing of teeth. ** "Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who
has ears to hear, let him hear! Matthew 13:36-43 NKJV

In this parable, | believe Jesus clearly describes how and when He would separate those who would be save and lost.
Jesus said this would be done at the end of the age.

Let's see what else Jesus said about this topic.

lohn5:28 "o not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice ?° "and
come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of condemnation. John 5:28,29 NKJV

Matthew 16:27 "Eqr the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each
according to his works. Matthew 16:27 NKJV

Revelation 22:12 " A behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward [is] with Me, to give to every one according to his

work. Revelation 22:12 NKJV

Jesus is pretty clear about it when He says judgment and punishment are reserved for the harvest, or the end of the
world, or His return. It is then that both the good and evil who are in their tombs, will hear His voice and are resurrected
for judgment. Does the Old Testament teach the same thing?

10b21:30 For the wicked are reserved for the day of doom;
They shall be brought out on the day of wrath. Job 21:30 NKJV

Daniel12:2 A many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
Some to everlasting life,
Some to shame [and] everlasting contempt. Daniel 12:2 NKJV

So, statements from both Daniel and Job in the Old Testament are also consistent with Jesus' statements.

Where is hell?
Revelation 2011 Thep | sgw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven
fled away. And there was found no place for them. > And | saw the dead, small and great, standing before God,
and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is [the Book] of Life. And the dead were judged
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were
in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according
to his works. * Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. > And anyone not
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

211 Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also
there was no more sea. Revelation 20:11-21:1 NKJV

| believe that hell is not so much a place as an event. At the second coming of Christ, the righteous who were living and
resurrected, were taken to heaven for 1000 years. [1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, Revelation 20:6] At the end of the 1000
years, Christ and the righteous will return to earth when the wicked will be resurrected to join Satan and his angels for
judgment. [Revelation 20:5, Revelation 20:12-13] This is really not so much judgment as it is a sentencing. | believe the
sentence will be carried out on the surface of this earth. After all sinners and the effects of sin are consumed, the fire
will go out and then God will create a new earth.
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Is there everlasting torture in hell?
Before we look into the verses on everlasting torture, let's lay the groundwork for what the Bible says about sinners and
death.

Genesis 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;
17"put of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall
surely die." Genesis 2:16,17 NKJV

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he
said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 2 And the woman said
to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 "but of the fruit of the tree which [is] in the
midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' " * Then the serpent
said to the woman, "You will not surely die. Genesis 3:1-4 NKJV

Genesis 3:22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now,
lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"—23 therefore the LORD God
sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. ** So He drove out the man; and
He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard
the way to the tree of life. Genesis 3:22-24 NKJV

Man sinned and become mortal. One could possibly even make the argument from Genesis 3:22 that sinless man
needed to eat from the tree of life to remain immortal. Death does not automatically lead to immortality, but
unconsciousness as discussed on the chapter on What happens after death. Let's look over in the New Testament.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death, but the gift of God [is] eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23
NKJV

L Corinthians 15:50 N gy this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does
corruption inherit incorruption. > Behold, | tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed—>2 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. > For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal [must] put on immortality. ** So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."
>5"0 Death, where [is] your sting? O Hades, where [is] your victory?" > The sting of death [is] sin, and the
strength of sin [is] the law. 57 But thanks [be] to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1
Corinthians 15:50-57 NKJV

The New Testament also tells us that as a result of sin we are mortal. In Romans we read that death is the natural result
of sin and eternal life is a gift for those who accept Jesus. If eternal life is a gift, it must be something we do not already
possess. Flesh and blood is perishable or mortal but when God comes back, those who will be saved will be changed,
they will be given immortality. From this we can infer that if the wicked would live forever in torture and punishment,
they would also have to be given immortality, because they do not naturally possess it.

So where does the concept of everlasting torture in hell come from? There are plenty of verses that seem to convey this
idea and | will look at them. But, before | go on, | will state that since | believe the Bible is God's word to us, then it is
true and consistent. Therefore, if one verse says the wages of sin is death and another says eternal punishment, there
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must be an explanation or an interpretation that leaves the Bible consistent with itself. Let’s take a look at a few of these
texts.

Matthew 25:41 "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels: ** 'for | was hungry and you gave Me no food; | was thirsty and you gave
Me no drink; ** 'l was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison
and you did not visit Me.' ** "Then they also will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?' > "Then He will answer them,
saying, 'Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did not do [it] to one of the least of these, you did not do [it] to
Me.' %6 "And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." Matthew 25:41-

46 NKJV

Sounds pretty cut and dry doesn't it, but is it? Here's another verse that uses the phrase "eternal fire":

lude 17 35 Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given

themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire. Jude 1:7 NKJV

The statement in Jude about Sodom and Gomorrah, which were literally destroyed by God with fire and brimstone, was
believed to be a historical fact. It was documented in Genesis 19. So, if this was an actual event in from the past, then
clearly the expression “eternal fire,” was a figure of speech and not a literal description. What about "eternal
punishment?" In Matthew, the Greek word used is k6Aaoig, kolasis®, which has the following meanings: correction,
punishment, penalty. Then if you believed the penalty is death and not eternal life, it could be interpreted eternal death.

Revelation 14:9 Than 3 third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his
image, and receives [his] mark on his forehead or on his hand, 1° "he himself shall also drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 1! "And the smoke of their
torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image,
and whoever receives the mark of his name." Revelation 14:9-11 NKJV

Those who receive the mark of the beast will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels
and the Lamb. If this is referring to a place thought of as hell, why are the angels and the Lamb present? Will the angels
and the Lamb (Jesus) be supervising in hell for eternity? This is partly a question about the location of hell, but it may
have some bearing on the duration of the fire, if Jesus and the angels are there.

Revelation 19:1 After these things | heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, "Alleluia! Salvation and
glory and honor and power [belong] to the Lord our God! 2 "For true and righteous [are] His judgments, because
He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the
blood of His servants [shed] by her." 3 Again they said, "Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!"
Revelation 19:1-3 NKJV

Here we have the expression, "smoke rises up forever and ever." Regarding this statement, | would say that smoke could
theoretically rise forever and ever without the source of the smoke going forever and ever. | would also add that smoke
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goes up from something that is being consumed in fire. If you put a rock or something else that is not consumed into a
fire, there is no smoke from it. Let's continue looking at some more verses.

Revelation 20:10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the
false prophet [are]. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

1 Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away.
And there was found no place for them. 1> And | saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books
were opened. And another book was opened, which is [the Book] of Life. And the dead were judged according to
their works, by the things which were written in the books. ! The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his
works. ¥* Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. °> And anyone not
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:10-15 NKJV

Here we have the expression “tormented day and night forever and ever.” But a few verses later, it seems to say that
the second death and the lake of fire are the same thing. Remember, at the beginning of this discussion, | mentioned the
wages of sin being death. Now let's look at the word forever. A couple uses of the word show us that it can also mean
for the remainder of one's life, or even something that might just seem like forever in Jonah's case. Certainly, if one
were burning in flames, it might seem like it lasts forever.

1samuel1:22 gt Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, "[Not] until the child is weaned; then | will take
him, that he may appear before the LORD and remain there forever." 1 Samuel 1:22 NKJV

1samuel 1:28 "Tharefore | also have lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the LORD." So they
worshiped the LORD there. 1 Samuel 1:28 NKJV

In Samuel, it is said that he would work in the sanctuary forever. But a few verses later, it says as long as he lives.

lonah 2:6 | \yent down to the moorings of the mountains;
The earth with its bars [closed] behind me forever;
Yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD, my God. Jonah 2:6 NKJV

As | said, in Jonah's case, his three days in the belly of the fish felt like forever.
Next, let's look at the idea of unquenchable fire.

lsaiah 66:24 "And they shall go forth and look

Upon the corpses of the men

Who have transgressed against Me.

For their worm does not die,

And their fire is not quenched.

They shall be an abhorrence to all flesh." Isaiah 66:24 NKJV

Mark 9:48 "where

'Their worm does not die,
And the fire is not quenched.' Mark 9:48 NKJV
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In the old testament, the word quenched, is translated'® from the Hebrew word 723, kab4a! which means " to quench,
put out, be put out, be quenched, be extinguished." So, it doesn't say it will never go out, it just means it cannot be put
out.

In Mark, it would seem that Jesus is quoting from Isaiah in this conversation with His disciples. In the Old Testament, the
Hebrew word translated to worm is y2in, Téla'*2. [It is a little funny that one of the primary uses of this word in the Old
Testament is the name of Issachar's first born son. Names often carry meaning which | believe derives from a notable
person who bore that name. Perhaps this son of Issachar was not a good person and hence afterward, his name became
associated with the worm, and eventually was used interchangeably.] In addition to the proper name, the definition in
the Old Testament is essentially the same as the Greek word translated to worm in Mark, ok®Ané, skoléx™3, which is
defined as that which preys on dead bodies and contributes to decomposition. Since the worm was a contributor to the
process of decomposition and the returning of the body to dust, its mention here would seem to indicate death.
Certainly, the worm and decomposition are not associated with living bodies.

Revelation 21:8 gt the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all
liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."
Revelation21:8 NKJV

Here again, this text in the next to the last chapter of the Bible associates the lake of fire and brimstone with the second
death. Can the second death include the meaning of eternal life in torture?

Here is what | believe about this subject:

e The wages of sin is death.

e All have sinned and hence all are mortal and under a death sentence.

e |Immortality is a gift from God for those who accept it.

e Those who do not accept it should receive their default sentence of death.

o |f God were to torture someone in hell for eternity, | believe He would have to give them immortality.

e | do NOT believe it makes any sense whatsoever to sin for a finite time and then suffer for an infinite time.

e | believe that our modern translations of the Bible have been colored by their beliefs.

e |tis easy to see how some people can believe in the doctrine of eternal punishment if you only look at those
verses. But you can prove or believe many incorrect things by doing only looking at a single verse.

e | believe you must study the entire Bible and when it doesn't seem consistent with itself, then dig a little deeper
to discover the true meaning.

e You should also always pray for the Holy Spirit to be your guide and your interpreter.

What do you believe?

e Do you think God enjoys making the wicked suffer?
e Do you think hell exists somewhere right now?
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e If so, where do you think it is?
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The Antediluvian world

Story: Genesis 4:17 —7:6

Antediluvian is a big word that means pre-deluge or before the flood. Relatively little is mentioned from this period of
time in the Bible. In fact, only the whole period is covered in only seven chapters in Genesis.

Genesis 3:22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now,
lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"—23 therefore the LORD God
sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. 2* So He drove out the man; and
He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard
the way to the tree of life. Genesis 3:22-24 NKJV

The Bible tells us that God did not remove the tree of life from the Garden of Eden immediately after sin. It was left with
an angel guarding it quite possibly until the flood. Maybe it was left as a reminder of what we had lost as a result of sin.
Maybe it was left to give Adam some credibility when he told his descendants about their origins.

Cain murders Abel
Genesis4:3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the
LORD. # Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his
offering, > but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.

®So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 "If you do well, will you
not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire [is] for you, but you should rule
overit."

& Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother and killed him.

 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where [is] Abel your brother?" He said, "l do not know. [Am] | my brother's
keeper?"

10 And He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground. ! "So
now you [are] cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your
hand. 2 "When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall
be on the earth." Genesis 4:3-12 NKJV

Cain was the first human being ever born but in his short recorded history, we immediately see the effects of man’s
sinful nature. | doubt that Cain actually pre-meditated the murder of his brother. After all, no human being had ever
been killed. | believe Cain got angry and hit Abel, not really knowing the effect it would have. They had killed animals for
sacrifices and clothing before, so Cain knew death when he saw it.

After the well-known story of Cain’s murder of his brother Abel, and his punishment, we are told the names of a few of
Cain’s descendants. Genesis 4:16-24 gives a very brief history of Cain’s family. Cain had a son he named Enoch, who had
a son named Irad, who had a son named Mehujael, who had a son named Methusael, who had a son named Lamech.
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Next, we have the first recorded instance of a man, Lamech, who had two wives. | believe there are the only three
women, aside from Eve, whose names we are given from before the flood. They are Lamech’s two wives Adah and Zillah,
and Zillah’s daughter Naamah. Adah’s son Jabal is said to be the first of those who lived in tents and domesticated cattle.
His brother Jubal was the first musician. Their stepbrother Tubalcain, taught others to work with brass and iron, which
probably makes him the first blacksmith. One might ask why it was that Cain’s descendants were the first for all these
things, but it was probably that Cain was the oldest and as a result, he and his family were probably the first at many

things.

Lifespan before the flood

In Genesis 5 we are given the name, birth year and life spans for the direct line of descendants from Adam to Noah. The
following chart should help to visualize the individual life spans of those living before the flood. For example, Adam
overlapped Methuselah for over 200 years, who died within a year of the flood. | think it is also interesting to note that
with the exception of Lamech, the life span did not decrease over the centuries before the flood.

Year 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600
Adam was 130 when Seth was born, lived 930 years
Seth was 105 when Enos was born, lived 912 years
Enos was 90 when Cainan was born, lived 905 years
Cainan was 70 when Mahaleel was born, lived 910 years
Mahaleel was 65 when Jared was born, lived 895 years
Jared was 162 when Enoch was born, lived 962 years

Enoch was 65 when
Methuselah was born, then
taken to heaven after living
365 years

Methuselah was 187 when Lamech was born, lived 969 years
Lamech was 182 when Noah was born, lived 777 years

Noah was 600 when flood came, lived 950

Enoch taken to heaven
Genesis :23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 2* And Enoch walked with God: and
he [was] not; for God took him. Genesis 5:23-24 NKJV

In spite of all the wickedness, Enoch stood apart from everyone else because of his relationship with God. In fact, he had
such a close relationship and was in such harmony with God that he was taken to heaven and did not die. | believe
Enoch was the first and is an example of those who will be taken without dying when Jesus comes to take us to take us
to heaven. It is easy to read about the wickedness before the flood and ask where God was. How did He let it get so
bad? | believe the story of Enoch must have helped the people of the time to understand and remember that God had a
plan to save us from sin.

Giants
Genesis:4 Thare were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the
daughters of men and they bore [children] to them. Those [were] the mighty men who [were] of old, men of
renown. Genesis 6:4 NKJV



http://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/Gen/5/23/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/Gen/5/23/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Nkjv/Gen/6/4/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Nkjv/Gen/6/4/p0

Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

Who are these sons of God that had children with the daughters of men that were known as giants or heroes and
famous warriors of ancient times? Why are these people specifically mentioned in the Bible? Were they bigger, taller,
stronger than normal? Some teach that these sons of God refer to the people at the time who still believed in God,
intermarrying with those who had become wicked. But why would this union produce extraordinary offspring. Some
people and religions teach that the sons of God here refer to fallen angels or extraterrestrials. But | have a hard time
believing that God would allow this to happen even if it were physically possible. | actually haven’t formed a firm belief
about this verse yet, but | am of the opinion that these people were much bigger than usual.

What do you believe?

e  Why do you think people lived so long before the flood?

e Do you think people were bigger then as well?

e What do you believe about the Giants? If the people before the flood were giants compared to us, how big
would they have been to be referred to as giants?
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Enoch

Story: Genesis 5:18-24

Enoch is named in the sixth generation from Adam in the genealogy given in Genesis. Mention of him in the Bible is very
brief, but there is much tradition and mythology as well as writings credited to him. Enoch is best known as someone
who walked with God and was taken to heaven without dying. Let’s start by examining the only verses in the Bible that
mention Enoch.

Genesis 5:18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch. ° After he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight
hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 2° So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years;
and he died.

21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. 22 After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God
three hundred years, and had sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five
years. 2* And Enoch walked with God; and he [was] not, for God took him. Genesis 5:18-24 NKJV

This first passage probably gives us the most information of any of the Enoch references in the Bible. | think we can
safely assume he was married. His first son, Methuselah is probably most famous for being the oldest man to die, at the
age of 969. Interestingly his father was still alive and in heaven at the time. From preceding verses, we know that Adam
was alive for most of Enoch’s life on this earth. Enoch was also father to other sons and daughters.

LChronicles 1:3 Fh5ch, Methuselah, Lamech, 1 Chronicles 1:3 NKJV

Luke 3:37 [the son] of Methuselah, [the son] of Enoch, [the son] of Jared, [the son] of Mahalalel, [the son] of Cainan,
Luke 3:37 NKJV

These two verses just read simply mention his name in the genealogy.

Hebrews 115 By, faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "and was not found, because God had
taken him"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. Hebrews 11:5 NKJV

The mention by Paul in Hebrews confirms that Enoch was taken to heaven without dying.

luke 1:14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes
with ten thousands of His saints, ** "to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of
all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly
sinners have spoken against Him." Jude 1:14-15 NKJV

Here is where it gets a little more interesting. It appears that this passage in Jude was a quote from the first of the three
books of Enoch, 1 Enoch 1:94. From this passage we infer that Enoch prophesied future events. It should be noted that
the books of Enoch are not part of the biblical canon, but are regarded as canonical only by the Ethiopian Orthodox

14 shodde, George H (translation, introduction and notes). The Book of Enoch. Andover, Warren F Draper, 1882, p62.
http://books.google.com/books?id=NAk3AAAAMAAI&pg=PA62
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Church, and the Eritrean Orthodox Church.® In fact, in the books of Enoch, are written dreams or visions in which Enoch
foresaw the destruction of the world by flood, as well as many other historical events.'® Some credit Enoch with the
invention of writing, and arithmetic as well as being a teacher of astronomy.” If Enoch truly did have the ability to write
the things he knew, the fact that he could have spoken face to face with Adam and possibly God, could have made his
writings a potential source for the later writing of the creation story in the book of Genesis.

The following excerpt from the book “Patriarchs and Prophets” by Ellen White sounds like it echoes a lot of what is read
from the books of Enoch.

Enoch was a man of strong and highly cultivated mind and extensive knowledge; he was honored with special
revelations from God; yet being in constant communion with Heaven, with a sense of the divine greatness and
perfection ever before him, he was one of the humblest of men. The closer the connection with God, the deeper
was the sense of his own weakness and imperfection.

Distressed by the increasing wickedness of the ungodly, and fearing that their infidelity might lessen his
reverence for God, Enoch avoided constant association with them, and spent much time in solitude, giving
himself to meditation and prayer. Thus he waited before the Lord, seeking a clearer knowledge of His will, that
he might perform it. To him prayer was as the breath of the soul; he lived in the very atmosphere of heaven.

Through holy angels God revealed to Enoch His purpose to destroy the world by a flood, and He also opened
more fully to him the plan of redemption. By the spirit of prophecy He carried him down through the
generations that should live after the Flood, and showed him the great events connected with the second
coming of Christ and the end of the world.

Enoch had been troubled in regard to the dead. It had seemed to him that the righteous and the wicked would
go to the dust together, and that this would be their end. He could not see the life of the just beyond the grave.
In prophetic vision he was instructed concerning the death of Christ, and was shown His coming in glory,
attended by all the holy angels, to ransom His people from the grave. He also saw the corrupt state of the world
when Christ should appear the second time—that there would be a boastful, presumptuous, self-willed
generation, denying the only God and the Lord Jesus Christ, trampling upon the law, and despising the
atonement. He saw the righteous crowned with glory and honor, and the wicked banished from the presence of
the Lord, and destroyed by fire. White. Patriarchs and Prophets. p85-86®

In the book Daniel and Revelation, Uriah Smith argues that the four beasts or creatures that surround the throne of God
are human beings, redeemed from among men. He says that their beastly descriptions depict their character strengths.®
If this is true, | would like to believe that Enoch is one of these four.

15 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book of Enoch

16 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book of Enoch#Content 5

17 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enoch (ancestor of Noah)#The Books of Enoch

18 White, Ellen Gould. Patriarchs and Prophets. Mountain View, Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1913, pp85-86.
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=pp&lang=en&pagenumber=85;
http://books.google.com/books?id=m 8xAQAAMAAIJ&pg=PA85

19 Smith, Uriah. Daniel & Revelation. Review and Herald Pub Assoc, 2005. pp411-412
http://books.google.com/books?id=b1n7CNubUDsC&pg=PA411; Smith, Uriah. Daniel & Revelation - The Response of History to the
Voice of Prophecy. Washington D.C., Review and Herald Pub Assoc, 1907. pp467-468
http://books.google.com/books?id=00FDAAAAYAAI&pg=PA467
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| believe one of the reasons the story of Enoch is included in the Bible is to give us hope and an example of the salvation
awaiting those who will be taken to heaven without dying.

What do you believe?

e Do you think that among all the people that lived before the flood, that Enoch was the only one taken to heaven
without dying?

e Do you thinkit is possible that the books of Enoch were actually written by him?

e Do you think these books were available to the writer of Genesis?
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The flood

Story: Genesis 7:6 —8:14

Genesis€:5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man [was] great in the earth, and [that] every intent of the
thoughts of his heart [was] only evil continually. ® And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth,
and He was grieved in His heart. ” So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom | have created from the face of
the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for | am sorry that | have made them."
Genesis 6:5-7 NKJV

Genesis 6:17 "And behold, | Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in
which [is] the breath of life; everything that [is] on the earth shall die. Genesis 6:17 NKJV

Wickedness is a natural result of sin and if God had made a decision to let sin run its course on our planet, why did He
find it necessary to intervene in this case? Was the wickedness really so much worse at that time? As | mentioned briefly

in The Effects of Sin, | think that it was more than just wickedness. | believe that because man was made in the image of
God, and he had so many years to accumulate knowledge, that they could have been very technologically advanced. |
believe that humans before the flood were dabbling with things that would not fit into God’s plans for us after sin.
Possible examples are human cloning, genetically engineered or enhanced humans, animal/human hybrids. In support of
this thinking is the existence of dinosaur skeletons, giant creatures, that many believe God did not create and hence
were not saved from the flood. It is also possible that humans were developing the means to travel to other planets, and
| do not think God intended for sin to spread to other worlds in this manner. Perhaps people before the flood had
developed a means as we have today to actually destroy all life on the planet.

Many ancient cultures have myths or legends about a flood, with variations that can easily be accounted for by oral
tradition. There is also geological evidence in support of a flood. But it is not my intent here to prove that a worldwide
flood actually occurred. This is simply a discussion about what the Bible says and my beliefs on the subject.

Genesis6:13 And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and behold, | will destroy them with the earth. 1* "Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make
rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. ¥ "And this is how you shall make it: The length of
the ark [shall be] three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. '® "You shall make a
window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall
make it [with] lower, second, and third [decks]. Genesis 6:13-16 NKJV

Some translations give the dimensions of the ark as 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. | am not willing to say
that | know the exact dimensions of the ark in today’s units of measurement. When you think about the size proposed in
feet, it doesn’t really seem that large compared to today’s ocean liners, nor might it seem large enough to hold samples
of all living creatures. Noah was to take a male and a female of each unique creature on the ark with him. But | do not
believe it was necessary to save every variation of animal we know today to preserve all unique animal life.

Genesis :13 On the very same day Noah and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three
wives of his sons with them, entered the ark—!* they and every beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind,
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort.
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15 And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which [is] the breath of life. 1® So those that
entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him in. Genesis
7:13-16 NKJV

Genesis 72 "'y oy shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of animals
that [are] unclean, a male and his female; Genesis 7:2 NKJV

When the ark was ready, | believe that there was some sort of miraculous parade of animals that made their way on to
the ark. The reason | believe this is that | don’t think it would have been possible for Noah to find and capture every
single animal that needed to be preserved. | also find it interesting that before there were Jews or Jewish laws, we have
mention of clean animals. Of these they were to take seven, possibly seven male female pairs. | think there were a
couple reasons. One that will be clearly seen is for sacrifices. The other | think will be for eating.

Out of all the people living on the earth at the time, it’s hard to believe that only Noah, his wife, their three sons and
their wives were the only people willing to board the ark. | believe the ark was big enough so that any who chose could
have joined Noah and his family on board. But the people at that time were so wicked, that there was not a single
person outside Noah’s immediate family that believed.

Genesis 211 |y the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on
that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 2 And
the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights. Genesis 7:11-12 NKJV

Genesis :18 The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the
waters. 1° And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were
covered. 2° The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. 2! And all flesh died
that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and
every man. 22 All in whose nostrils [was] the breath of the spirit of life, all that [was] on the dry [land], died. 23 So
He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and
bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who [were] with him in the ark
remained [alive]. 2* And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days. Genesis 7:18-24 NKJV

In most parts of the world today, we are used to the idea of rain. | believe that rain was not a part of life before the
flood.

Genesis 226 hut 3 mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground. Genesis 2:6 NKJV

The Bible says the flood waters came from two places, the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky. | believe
there may have been a protective envelope of water surrounding our atmosphere. This would have kept all parts of the
globe more uniform in temperature and possibly have provided more protections against radiation from the sun. |
believe this water fell down like torrents of rain for forty days. This along with the water coming up from the ground was
enough to cover the highest mountain peak.

Genesis 83 Apnd the waters receded continually from the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters
decreased. * Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of
Ararat. ®> And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth [month], on the first [day] of
the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. Genesis 8:3-5 NKJV
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Genesis 8:13 And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first [month], the first [day] of the month,
that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and
indeed the surface of the ground was dry. * And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month,
the earth was dried. ** Then God spoke to Noah, saying, ® "Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons
and your sons' wives with you. 17 "Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that [is] with you: birds and
cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful
and multiply on the earth." Genesis 8:13-17 NKJV

Five months to the day, which are also told is 150 days, after it started raining, the ark came to rest on the mountains of
Ararat. So, it rained for forty day, the ark was afloat for 150 days and Noah was in the ark for one year and ten days. He
entered the ark on the 17*" day of the 2nd month of his 600" year and came out on the 27" day of the 2" month of his
601 year. | believe that the surface of our planet was drastically changed by the flood. | do not think that 70 percent of
our world was covered with water before the flood. | also do not believe there were the extremes in temperature that
we currently have.

Genesis 9:11 "Thys | establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood;
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." Genesis 9:11 NKJV

At the end of the story, God promised that He would never again destroy all life on earth with a flood.

Throughout the history of this world, | think that there have always been those who believed in the true God, and were
willing to tell others about Him. In this case, it was down to one family and no one else was willing to believe. In the end,
when God takes His true followers to heaven, many will not believe and will ultimately die. As it was before the flood,
everyone will have the choice to be saved if they will believe and follow God. As for the reason He destroyed the world
by flood, we will never know until we are able to ask Him ourselves, but based on His love for the people He created, |
believe there was a good reason?

What do you believe?

e  Why do you think God destroyed the world?
e  Why do you think He used a flood?
e How do you think the landscape was changed after the flood?
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After the flood

Story: Genesis 8:15—-11:32

I’'m sure that life after the flood was very challenging. After the fountains of the deep had broken through the crust of
the earth and the inevitable shifting of soil by the surging flood waters, there is no telling what plant seeds had settled
on the top of the ground where the ark had landed. But there had to have been some vegetation otherwise the plant
eating animals would not have survived. And if there were carnivorous animals at that time, there must have been
guardian angels for some of the animals lower on the food chain to preserve them from extinction.

Genesis 933 "Fyery moving thing that lives shall be food for you. | have given you all things, even as the green herbs.
4 "But you shall not eat flesh with its life, [that is], its blood. Genesis 9:3-4 NKJV

At this time God actually gave man permission to eat animals. | would guess that some before the flood had probably
already done this but this is the first direction from God allowing or suggesting it. Naturally, their selection of animals to
eat would have been the clean ones which God had bought onto the ark by sevens. This was probably one of the ways
He directed them which animal were better suited to be eaten. He also strictly forbade them from eating the blood
which interestingly was reiterated in the command He gave to Moses and the Jews many years later.

Tower of Babel
Genesis 1111 Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from
the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 3 Then they said to one another,
"Come, let us make bricks and bake [them] thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for
mortar. * And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top [is] in the heavens; let us
make a hame for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."

> But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. ® And the LORD said,
"Indeed the people [are] one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing
that they propose to do will be withheld from them. 7 "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language,
that they may not understand one another's speech." & So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the
face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city. ° Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the
LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of
all the earth. Genesis 11:1-9 NKJV

In these 9 verses of the Bible, we have an explanation for the existence of different languages in the world. After the
flood, when the people did not disperse and spread around the world, | believe they began to not believe in God or at
least to disregard Him. | think partly because they were still living so long, and so many generations could collaborate
together, there was a lot of potential for accomplishment, but also for great wickedness. | think God saw the potential
for pre-flood problems to happen again, so He decided to nip it in the bud and disperse the people. By doing so, He
essentially destroyed their ability to collaborate on a big scale and dispersed their accumulated knowledge. We are not
told how many languages God invented at that time, but it worked, and when the people could no longer communicate,
they split off into groups who could understand one another and spread throughout the world.
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We don't know exactly when this took place, but we have a clue, that it was in the second or third century after the
flood and during the lifetime of Peleg (see timeline below).

LChronicles 1119 T Eher were born two sons: the name of one [was] Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided; and
his brother's name [was] Joktan. 1 Chronicles 1:19 NKJV

Decreasing lifespan after the flood
Genesis€:3 And the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he [is] indeed flesh; yet his days shall
be one hundred and twenty years." Genesis 6:3 NKJV

The second half of chapter 11 gives us the genealogy, including births and life span, for the generations up to Abram
who later became Abraham. For the sake of interest, | added a few more generations in Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. In The
Antediluvian world, | discussed the long-life spans of those living before the flood. However, after the flood we see a

very dramatic decrease, which can be illustrated by the following timeline given in years after the flood. In
contemplating the cause of the dramatic decrease after the flood, | wondered if there was something physically
different before and after the flood. After all we saw that there was no gradual decline in life span from Adam to Noah.
If there was a water barrier surrounding our atmosphere as | proposed in my discussion on The Flood, which came down
as part of the flood waters, perhaps that was is one of the factors accounting for the change? We know from our
scientific knowledge that prolonged exposure to solar or cosmic radiation reduces life expectancy. Perhaps God also
altered the magnetic field of our world, which in addition to our atmosphere provides much of the shielding to cosmic
radiation. It is just speculation on my part, but perhaps these were factors in reducing life expectancy to 120 years.

After flood 100 200 300 400 500 600 700
Noah lived 950 years (350 after the flood)
Shem was 100 when Arphaxad was born, lived 600 years (500 after flood)
Arphaxad born 2 years after flood, was 35 when Salah was born, lived 438 years
Salah was 30 when Eber was born, lived 433 years
Eber was 34 when Peleg was born, lived 468 years
Peleg was 30 when Reu was born, lived 239
Reu was 32 when Serug was born, lived 239
Serug, 30, Nahor, 230
Nahor, 29, Terah, 148
Terah, 130, Abram, 205
Abraham, 100, Isaac, 175
Isaac, 60, (Jacob, Esau), 180
Jacob, 91, Joseph, 147

Joseph, 110

Everything is pretty clear cut until we get to the birth of Terah’s sons, because they are all listed together. But since
Abram is listed first, we could assume he was born when Terah was 70. But there is another alternative if we assume
that Abram didn’t leave Haran until after Terah died, which you would have to do if you took the events of Genesis
11:32-12:1 chronologically. Genesis 11:32 said that Terah lived 205 years and died in Haran. Then presumably, shortly
after that in Genesis 12:1-4, God tells Abram to leave Haran and that he was 75 years old when he left. To back this up,
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Stephen said, in Acts 7:4, that Abraham left Haran after his father died. If you subtracted 75 from 205, that would make
Terah 130 when Abram was born. At this point | choose to believe the latter, that Terah was 130 when Abram was born
and that Abram left Haran at 75 years of age after his father died. Now we need to jump forward, then work our way
back. In Genesis 41:46, we read that Joseph was 30 years old when he was taken out of prison, and the seven years of
plenty began. In Genesis 45:6, we learn that two years of famine had passed when Joseph revealed himself to his
brothers, which would have made him 39 years old at the time. Assuming that Jacob and the family moved to Egypt, the
same year, Genesis 47:9 tells us that Jacob was 130 years old at that time. So, if Joseph was 39 at when Jacob was 130
years old, that would have made Jacob 91 when Joseph was born. From Genesis 30:25-26, we deduce that Joseph was

born right at the end of the second seven years of labor, to pay for Rachel. That would mean that all of Jacob’s sons
except for Benjamin were born during those second seven years of labor.

What do you believe?

e What do you think caused the dramatic decrease in life span?

e Abraham was the great great great great great great great great grandson of Shem yet they could have spoken
face to face for many years. Do you think Abram (Abraham) learned about God directly from Shem?

e Did you realize Jacob was so old when he got married?
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Job

Story: Job

lob11 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name [was] Job; and that man was blameless and upright, and
one who feared God and shunned evil. 2 And seven sons and three daughters were born to him. 3 Also, his
possessions were seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred
female donkeys, and a very large household, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the East.

4 And his sons would go and feast [in their] houses, each on his [appointed] day, and would send and invite their
three sisters to eat and drink with them. Job 1:1-4 NKJV

The story and the book of Job in the Bible is interesting, in that we don't know exactly when Job lived or who his
ancestors or descendants were. We also do not know who the author of the book was. We can however make some
guesses as to who he was descended from and how long he lived. First, the land of Uz was probably named after the
person who originally settled there. There are three people mentioned in the Bible that are named Uz.

1. Shem had a grandson named Uz [Genesis 10:22-23].
2. Abraham had a nephew from his brother Nahor named Uz [Genesis 22:20-21].
3. Seir, whose land Esau moved to, had a grandson named Uz [Genesis 36:20-21, Genesis 36:28].

The other clue we have about the location of Uz is that it was considered the east. But east of what? In the Bible, things
were typically oriented relative to the land where Israel settled.

In our timeline of the patriarchs after the flood, we can see that the age at the birth of the son was generally around 30-
35 years. So, if Job was thirty at the birth of his first child and they had another one each year, he would have been at
least 40 years old when the 10th child was born. Since no grandchildren are mentioned from the first children, but they
had their own homes, let us assume the oldest was 30 and the youngest 20, which would make Job at least 60 at the
time of the story. | will return to this topic of Job's age, and where he lived when | wrap up this chapter, so let's move on
with the story.

lob16 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also
came among them. 7 And the LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered the LORD and
said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it."

& Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that [there is] none like him on the earth,
a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?"

9 So Satan answered the LORD and said, "Does Job fear God for nothing? ° "Have You not made a hedge around
him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands,
and his possessions have increased in the land. ! "But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and
he will surely curse You to Your face!"

12 And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has [is] in your power; only do not lay a hand on his [person]."
So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. Job 1:6-12 NKJV
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There are several things to consider in addition to the obvious topic of the conversation in these verses we just read.

1. Who are these sons of God?
2. How often did they present themselves before the LORD?
3. Why was Satan among them?

We could speculate that these are representatives of the human race from earth along with Satan presenting
themselves before the LORD. But John 1:18 says that "No one has seen God at any time," which would kind of rule out
regular representatives from the human race appearing before God. Perhaps this was a convention of angels, after all
Satan was once and angel in heaven? But isn't heaven home base for all the good angels? To me, the explanation that
makes the most sense is that these sons of God are beings created by God, inhabiting other worlds. Perhaps because our
world listened to Satan and sinned, he represented us at these gatherings in heaven.

I think it is worth mentioning at this point that outside of the book of Job, the name Satan only occurs in two other
places in the Old Testament. 1) In 1 Chronicles 21:1 Satan tempted David to number Israel. 2) In Zechariah 3, Satan is

making accusations against one Joshua the High Priest before the LORD. | wonder whether the people in Old Testament
times really had much of a concept of the battle between good and evil in the universe.

Returning to the main topic of the book, the main characters of this story are God, Satan and Job. It's kind of neat to
think that we can make God really proud of us. Unfortunately, this ended up costing Job the lives of his children and
everything he owned. You can read about what Satan did to him in Job 1:13-22. Unfortunately for Job, the story
continues.

lob2:1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came
also among them to present himself before the LORD. ? And the LORD said to Satan, "From where do you
come?" So Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and
forth oniit."

3 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that [there is] none like him on the earth,
a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although
you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause."

% So Satan answered the LORD and said, "Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. > "But
stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face!"

® And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, he [is] in your hand, but spare his life." 7 So Satan went out from the
presence of the LORD, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. Job
2:1-7 NKJV

Now not only has Job has lost everything he owns but now he is suffering great physical pain.
10025 Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!"

19 But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God,
and shall we not accept adversity?" In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

11 Now when Job's three friends heard of all this adversity that had come upon him, each one came from his own
place--Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. For they had made an
appointment together to come and mourn with him, and to comfort him. 2 And when they raised their eyes
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from afar, and did not recognize him, they lifted their voices and wept; and each one tore his robe and sprinkled
dust on his head toward heaven. 3 So they sat down with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and
no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that [his] grief was very great. Job 2:9-13 NKJV

The next 39 chapters of the book cover the dialog between Job and his friends. They try to convince him that his
condition is God's punishment for some secret sins he has committed, but Job maintains his innocence. From reading
these verses it seems that even Job thinks both good and bad come from God. | will leave you to read the next 39
chapters and proceed with my conclusion of the book.

lob42:7 And so it was, after the LORD had spoken these words to Job, that the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite,
"My wrath is aroused against you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me [what is] right, as My
servant Job [has]. Job 42:7 NKJV

10b42:10 And the LORD restored Job's losses when he prayed for his friends. Indeed the LORD gave Job twice as
much as he had before. 1* Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had been his acquaintances
before, came to him and ate food with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted him for all the
adversity that the LORD had brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and each a ring of gold.

12 Now the LORD blessed the latter [days] of Job more than his beginning; for he had fourteen thousand sheep,
six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys. 1* He also had seven sons
and three daughters. * And he called the name of the first Jemimah, the name of the second Keziah, and the
name of the third Keren-Happuch. ** In all the land were found no women [so] beautiful as the daughters of Job;
and their father gave them an inheritance among their brothers.

16 After this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his children and grandchildren [for] four
generations. ¥ So Job died, old and full of days. Job 42:10-17 NKJV

Even though these verses still claim the adversity came from the LORD, | believe the primary lesson to be learned from
this story is that the bad things that happen to people are generally not the result of God's arbitrary punishment for
their sins. Yes, we will be punished for our sins in the end if we don't repent, but pain and misery in this life are the
result of sin, Satan, and the consequences of our own choices and the choices of others around us. This book shows me
that God is intimately aware of what is happening here on earth. It also paints a picture of a God who proudly looked
down on Job as a father might on a good and successful son.

With the concluding words at the end of the book, we can go back and try to fill in some of the remaining blanks. If Job
had 10 more children, we can add that to the minimum of 60 years of age we asserted when the calamity befell him.
Then he lived an additional 140 years and saw his grandchildren, great grandchildren, and great great grandchildren. |
believe this means Job lived at least 210 years, and possibly a few more. Now let's go back and look at the possible
founder of the land of Uz, knowing the approximate life spans people lived at those times. Again, referring to my
timeline of the patriarchs after the flood, we can see that Shem's grandson, Salah, lived 433 years, Abraham and his

son's generation lived 175-180 years, and Esau's brother Jacob lived 147 years. Based on the matter of fact way it was
called the land of Uz, Job could have easily been a couple generations from Uz, so looking at the second generation after
Salah, we see that Peleg lived 239 years which puts us in the right ballpark. Going a couple generations later on either of
the other options is not going to work because they are already too young. So, | would say that if Job was a descendant
of one of the three Uz's and not just an immigrant to the land, he would probably have to be Shem's grandson.
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What do you believe?

Who do you think the "sons of God" were who were mentioned at the beginning of the book?

Do you think other people have suffered similar to the way Job did because God boasted to Satan about them?
Why do you think the people in the story thought that God was the source of the bad things that happen to
them?



Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

Abram and the promise

Story: Genesis 12:1 —14:24

Abram whose name was changed by God to Abraham is the first person we know a lot about in the Bible. In a way,
Abram ushers in a new era in the Bible, one in which God seems to become more directly involved in the affairs of men.
He chooses Abram and his descendants for a special purpose, that being to preserve and disseminate a knowledge of
Him on the earth. Let's take a look at some verses that tell us what God asked of Abraham, and how he was greatly
blessed as a result of his obedience.

Abram's obedience and blessings

The following excepts have been assembled to show that Abram was called by God to be the father of His new chosen
nation. They will also show that Abram was obedient to God's call and that he was a wealthy and respected man. |
Believe Abram had a choice in whether he would follow God or not, but | would like to look at this calling as happening
because he was faithful to God. | would also like to believe that Abram was wealthy, not just because of God's blessings
but because of good choices.

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's
house, To a land that | will show you. ? | will make you a great nation; | will bless you And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing. 3 | will bless those who bless you, And | will curse him who curses you; And in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed." * So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went
with him. And Abram [was] seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Genesis 12:1-4 NKJV

Genesis 13:2 Abram [was] very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. Genesis 13:2 NKJV

Genesis 13:14 And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your eyes now and look from the
place where you are--northward, southward, eastward, and westward; > "for all the land which you see | give to
you and your descendants forever. *® "And | will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man
could number the dust of the earth, [then] your descendants also could be numbered. Genesis 13:14-16 NKJV

Genesis 155 Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to
number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." Genesis 15:5 NKJV

Genesis 17:1 \When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I [am] Almighty
God; walk before Me and be blameless. 2 "And | will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply
you exceedingly." 3 Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: * "As for Me, behold, My
covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. > "No longer shall your name be called Abram,
but your name shall be Abraham; for | have made you a father of many nations. ® "l will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and | will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 "And | will establish My covenant
between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and your descendants after you. & "Also | give to you and your descendants after you the land in
which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and | will be their God."


http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/12/1/p1
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/12/1/p1
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/12/1/p1
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/13/2/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/13/2/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/13/14/p1
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/13/14/p1
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/15/5/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/15/5/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Gen/17/1/p1

Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

9 And God said to Abraham: "As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you
throughout their generations. Genesis 17:1-9 NKJV

Genesis 235 And the sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him, ® "Hear us, my lord: You [are] a mighty prince
among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our burial places. None of us will withhold from you his burial place,
that you may bury your dead." Genesis 23:5-6 NKJV

Genesis 24:35 "The LORD has blessed my master greatly, and he has become great; and He has given him flocks and
herds, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys. Genesis 24:35 NKJV

Abram is the first person since Noah, prior to the flood, where we have a record of God directly talking to someone.
Now we know from our timeline in After the flood that Abram was born two years after Noah died, but overlapped
Shem by 150 years. | believe that Abram probably sat at the feet of Shem and learned from him about God and the
history our world, which Shem could have learned from Methuselah who could have learned directly from Adam. |
believe it was God’s purpose to have a nation that would be faithful to Him, whom He would in turn greatly bless, so
that the entire world would take notice of them and come to a knowledge of God through them. God spoke to Abraham
over and over again reminding him that his descendants would become a multitude of nations who would fill the land.
But | believe God’s blessings to Abraham and his descendants were contingent on them remaining faithful to Him. With
the exception of a few recorded mistakes, it appears that Abraham was faithful to God and was able to be blessed and

used by Him.

Abram's mistakes
Abraham was not perfect, and he had lapses in his trust in God.

Genesis 12:10 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine
[was] severe in the land. ! And it came to pass, when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his
wife, "Indeed | know that you [are] a woman of beautiful countenance. ' "Therefore it will happen, when the
Egyptians see you, that they will say, 'This [is] his wife'; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 "Please
say you [are] my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that | may live because of you." Genesis
12:10-13 NKJV

Genesis 16:4 55 he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress
became despised in her eyes. Genesis 16:4 NKJV

Genesis 202 Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, "She [is] my sister." And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took
Sarah. Genesis 20:2 NKJV

Instead of trusting God to protect him, twice he told people that His wife was his sister because he was afraid people
would kill him so they could have her. He was right about them desiring his wife, but God intervened in both cases
actually speaking to the king or ruler, threatening them with death if she was not returned to her husband. In the
instance of Abraham having a child with Hagar, this was also another case of lack of trust on the part of Abram and his
wife. God had promised him over and over that he would have many descendants, but in their wavering faith, when he
and Sarai remained childless, they tried to help God by having a child with another woman. Unfortunately, this act not
only resulted in strife in his immediate family but continues even today in the continual conflict between Israelis and
Arabs. But in spite of his mistakes, Abraham’s heart remained right with God and so he continued to be blessed.
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Abram's bravery
Genesis 14:14 Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his three hundred and eighteen
trained [servants] who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. > He divided his forces
against them by night, and he and his servants attacked them and pursued them as far as Hobah, which [is]
north of Damascus. ® So he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his goods, as
well as the women and the people. Genesis 14:14-16 NKJV

Abram and his household were brave and capable warriors. | believe they benefited from God’s protection and possibly
even intervention, but even with that, they showed their faith by their willingness to go into battle against staggering
odds.

The promise

On the surface, the promise to Abram seemed to be all about giving him wealth and countless descendants. But why
would God do that? Why would He play favorites among the races of humankind? In reality, | believe it was for the
benefit of all mankind as is stated in the following verse.

Genesis 22:18 |y your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice." Genesis
22:18 NKJV

Abram and his descendants would be blessed, if they obeyed, but ultimately all nations SHALL be blessed by the sacrifice
of Jesus. So even though the promise seemed to be about wealth and posterity, which are things that appeal to most
human beings, the promise was ultimately about the Messiah and the salvation of the human race.

What do you believe?

e What do think God’s purpose was in choosing Abram and do you think it was accomplished?
e Do you think Abram’s entire household, meaning all his servants, shared his beliefs?
e Do you think Abram’s servants were happy to be part of his household?
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Abraham and the promise of a son

Story: Genesis 15:1 —25:10

Abraham meets God shrouded in human form
Genesis 18:1 Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in
the heat of the day. 2 So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; and when
he saw [them], he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the ground, 3 and said, "My Lord,
if | have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant. * "Please let a little water be brought,
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. > "And | will bring a morsel of bread, that you may
refresh your hearts. After that you may pass by, inasmuch as you have come to your servant." They said, "Do as
you have said."

®So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and said, "Quickly, make ready three measures of fine meal; knead
[it] and make cakes." 7 And Abraham ran to the herd, took a tender and good calf, gave [it] to a young man, and
he hastened to prepare it. 8 So he took butter and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set [it] before
them; and he stood by them under the tree as they ate.

 Then they said to him, "Where [is] Sarah your wife?" So he said, "Here, in the tent."

10 And He said, "I will certainly return to you according to the time of life, and behold, Sarah your wife shall have

a son." (Sarah was listening in the tent door which [was] behind him.) 1!

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well
advanced in age; [and] Sarah had passed the age of childbearing. ' Therefore Sarah laughed within herself,

saying, "After | have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?"

13 And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall | surely bear [a child], since | am old?'
14"l anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time | will return to you, according to the time of life,
and Sarah shall have a son."

15 But Sarah denied [it], saying, "l did not laugh," for she was afraid. And He said, "No, but you did laugh!"
Genesis 18:1-15 NKJV

| don’t think Abraham knew initially who his guests were. | think it was his custom to treat all strangers who passed by
his tent this way. | should mention that this was quite a contrast to how the Sodomites treated guests. | believe these
visitors were Jesus himself and two angels. God had been promising Abraham and Sarah that they would have
descendants for about 25 years now, but this time He appeared to them in person, and He actually gave them a time
frame.

Genesis 18:16 Than the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went with them to send them
on the way. 7 And the LORD said, "Shall | hide from Abraham what | am doing, * "since Abraham shall surely
become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? *° "For | have known
him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the
LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him." 2° And
the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave,
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21" will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has
come to Me; and if not, | will know."

22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORD.

23 And Abraham came near and said, "Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 2* "Suppose there
were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not spare [it] for the fifty righteous
that were in it? 2 "Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the
righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?"

26 5o the LORD said, "If | find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then | will spare all the place for their
sakes."

27 Then Abraham answered and said, "Indeed now, | who [am but] dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to
speak to the Lord: 28 "Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of the city for
[lack of] five?" So He said, "If | find there forty-five, | will not destroy [it]." Genesis 18:16-28 NKJV

Next, we have this unique story where it appears that Abraham is bargaining with God. He actually kept at it until he had
Bargained God all the way down to sparing Sodom if only ten righteous people could be found in the entire city. | think
that by this time, he probably knew that he was talking to God. | think he was probably in agreement with God about the
wickedness of Sodom and the surrounding cities, but he was concerned about the collateral damage if God were to
destroy entire cities. Perhaps Abraham felt the need to have this conversation with God because he didn’t have the
picture of God that we have of Him being willing to suffer and die on the cross to save us from sin.

The promised son is born
Genesis 211 And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken. 2 For Sarah
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. * And
Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him--whom Sarah bore to him--Isaac. * Then Abraham
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. > Now Abraham was one
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Genesis 21:1-5 NKJV

Finally, the promised child arrived when Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90. If you read further in the same
chapter, you would see the unfortunate conflict that arose between Abraham’s first born and his mother, and Sarah and
the promised son. This resulted in Hagar and Ishmael being banished from the household.

Abraham'’s test
Genesis 22:1 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he
said, "Here | am."

2 Then He said, "Take now your son, your only [son] Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | shall tell you." Genesis 22:1-2 NKJV

Genesis 22:10 Apnd Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.
11 Byt the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" So he said, "Here | am."

12 And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now | know that you fear God, since

you have not withheld your son, your only [son], from Me." Genesis 22:10-12 NKJV
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As Abraham neared the end of his life, he was to pass through the most difficult trial of his entire life. God spoke to
Abraham again and this time He told him to sacrifice his son, his promised son, his beloved son. How could God ask
someone to do this? At the time, | believe there were human sacrifices to Idols, but this would have been a practice that
Abraham would have abhorred. What was he to do? Would he obey the command of God no matter the cost? It would
have been so easy for Abraham to rationalize that God could not have asked him to kill his promised son, or that it was
not really God that asked him to do this terrible thing. In the end, Abraham passed the test and in doing so, | believe he
got a glimpse of what God would go through in sacrificing His son to save us from sin.

Genesis 2311 Garah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; [these were] the years of the life of Sarah. 2 So Sarah
died in Kirjath Arba (that [is], Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah and to
weep for her. Genesis 23:1-2 NKJV

When Sarah died, Abraham was 147 years of age, and their son Isaac would have been 37 years old since he was born

when his mom was 90.

Genesis 251 Abraham again took a wife, and her name [was] Keturah. 2 And she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan,
Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. Genesis 25:1-2 NKJV

Genesis 255 And Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac. ® But Abraham gave gifts to the sons of the concubines
which Abraham had; and while he was still living he sent them eastward, away from Isaac his son, to the country
of the east. 7 This [is] the sum of the years of Abraham's life which he lived: one hundred and seventy-five years.
8 Then Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full [of years], and was gathered to
his people. Genesis 25:5-8 NKJV

How long it was after Sarah died, we are not told, but Abraham married another wife who bore 6 more sons to him.
Unfortunately, some or probably most of the sons of Abraham were the fathers of nations who became hostile towards

the descendants of Isaac.

What do you believe?

e  Why do you think God destroyed Sodom? See what happened during the Angels visit there. Genesis 19:1-10
e Do you think any of Abraham’s other sons maintained their belief in their father’s God?
e How do you think things could have been different if the Jews as a nation had stayed faithful to God?
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Jacob and Esau

Story: Genesis 25:19 —28:22

Jacob, whose name was later changed by God to Israel was literally the father of the Israelites, now known as the Jews.

Genesis 25:19 This [js] the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham's son. Abraham begot Isaac. % Isaac was forty years old when
he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the Syrian.

21 Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, because she [was] barren; and the LORD granted his plea, and
Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 But the children struggled together within her; and she said, "If [all is] well, why
[am I like] this?" So she went to inquire of the LORD.

23 And the LORD said to her: "Two nations [are] in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body;
[One] people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger."

24 S0 when her days were fulfilled [for her] to give birth, indeed [there were] twins in her womb. 2°> And the first
came out red. [He was] like a hairy garment all over; so they called his name Esau. %¢ Afterward his brother came
out, and his hand took hold of Esau's heel; so his name was called Jacob. Isaac [was] sixty years old when she
bore them. Genesis 25:19-26 NKJV

Interestingly, like Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah also had trouble having children. They tried and prayed for 20
years before they were able to have children.

Genesis 25:27 S the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling
in tents. 2 And Isaac loved Esau because he ate [of his] game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

2% Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he [was] weary. 3° And Esau said to Jacob,
"Please feed me with that same red [stew], for | [am] weary." Therefore his name was called Edom.

31 But Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright as of this day."
32 And Esau said, "Look, | [am] about to die; so what [is] this birthright to me?"

33 Then Jacob said, "Swear to me as of this day." So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 3* And
Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised
[his] birthright. Genesis 25:27-34 NKJV

It is stated that the twins were very different from each other. | believe that Esau who was the older was boisterous,
daring, adventurous, self-gratifying and lived only for the moment. On the other hand, | believe Jacob was calm, quiet, a
homebody, and lived for the future. Now in that time and culture, the birthright was something that was given to the
firstborn son. It required the firstborn son to follow the father as the leader of the household. There were advantages in
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that the leader of the household gained a larger portion of the family wealth, but there were also great responsibilities
such as being the priest and spiritual leader of the family. Esau cared for none of this except the wealth.?°

Jacob and Rebekah deceive Isaac
Genesis 27:1 Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he could not see, that he called
Esau his older son and said to him, "My son." And he answered him, "Here | am."

2 Then he said, "Behold now, | am old. | do not know the day of my death. 3 "Now therefore, please take your
weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me. * "And make me savory food,
such as | love, and bring [it] to me that | may eat, that my soul may bless you before | die."

> Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt game and to
bring [it]. ® So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying, "Indeed | heard your father speak to Esau your brother,
saying, 7 'Bring me game and make savory food for me, that | may eat it and bless you in the presence of the
LORD before my death.'® "Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what | command you. ° "Go now
to the flock and bring me from there two choice kids of the goats, and | will make savory food from them for
your father, such as he loves. ° "Then you shall take [it] to your father, that he may eat [it], and that he may
bless you before his death."

11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, "Look, Esau my brother [is] a hairy man, and | [am] a smooth-[skinned]
man. 2 "Perhaps my father will feel me, and | shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and | shall bring a curse on
myself and not a blessing."

13 But his mother said to him, "[Let] your curse [be] on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get [them] for
me." * And he went and got [them] and brought [them)] to his mother, and his mother made savory food, such
as his father loved. ** Then Rebekah took the choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which [were] with her in the
house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 6 And she put the skins of the kids of the goats on his hands and
on the smooth part of his neck. ¥’ Then she gave the savory food and the bread, which she had prepared, into
the hand of her son Jacob.

18 So he went to his father and said, "My father." And he said, "Here | am. Who [are] you, my son?"

19 Jacob said to his father, "I [am] Esau your firstborn; | have done just as you told me; please arise, sit and eat of
my game, that your soul may bless me."

20 But Isaac said to his son, "How [is it] that you have found [it] so quickly, my son?" And he said, "Because the
LORD your God brought [it] to me."

21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Please come near, that | may feel you, my son, whether you [are] really my son Esau
or not." %2 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, "The voice [is] Jacob's voice, but the
hands [are] the hands of Esau." 22 And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother
Esau's hands; so he blessed him.

24 Then he said, "[Are] you really my son Esau?" He said, "l [am]."

20 White, Ellen Gould. Patriarchs and Prophets. Mountain View, Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1913, p177.
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=pp&lang=en&pagenumber=177;
http://books.google.com/books?id=m 8xAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA177; http://www.whiteestate.org/books/pp/ppl6.html
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% He said, "Bring [it] near to me, and | will eat of my son's game, so that my soul may bless you." So he brought
[it] near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 2 Then his father Isaac said to him, "Come
near now and kiss me, my son." 2’ And he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing,
and blessed him and said: "Surely, the smell of my son [Is] like the smell of a field Which the LORD has blessed.
28 Therefore may God give you Of the dew of heaven, Of the fatness of the earth, And plenty of grain and wine.
29 Let peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you. Be master over your brethren, And let your mother's
sons bow down to you. Cursed [be] everyone who curses you, And blessed [be] those who bless you!" Genesis
27:1-29 NKJV

Because of what the angel had told her, Rebekah had always believed that Jacob should be the one to receive the
birthright. But perhaps because he did not receive the message and because he favored Esau, Isaac was determined to
give the birthright blessing to Esau. Jacob had thought the birthright was his because of his trade with Esau, so when it
looked like things were not going their way, Jacob and Rebekah resorted to deception to get what they wanted.

Genesis 27:41 55 Esgu hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in his
heart, "The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then | will kill my brother Jacob." ** And the words of
Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said to him, "Surely
your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you [by intending] to kill you. Genesis 27:41-42 NKJV

Genesis 27:46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, "l am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a
wife of the daughters of Heth, like these [who are] the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?"

Genesis 28:1 Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him: "You shall not take a wife
from the daughters of Canaan. 2 "Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother's father; and
take yourself a wife from there of the daughters of Laban your mother's brother. Genesis 27:46-28:2 NKJV

Rebekah and Jacob paid a heavy price for their lack of trust in God and for their deception of Isaac. Jacob had to flee for
his life and would never see his beloved mother again. From our calculations in After the flood, Jacob would have been
77 years old when he left home. | don’t know how old Rebekah was at the time, but we know she was married for 20
years before the twins were born, so she was probably at least 110. Isaac was 60 years old when the twins were born so
at this time, he would have been 137.

The promise repeated
Genesis 28:10 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. ! So he came to a certain place and
stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his
head, and he lay down in that place to sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder [was] set up on the
earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: "I [am] the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of
Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you and your descendants. ** "Also your descendants shall be as the
dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and
in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 1* "Behold, | [am] with you and will keep you wherever
you go, and will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave you until | have done what | have spoken to you."
Genesis 28:10-15 NKJV
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| believe Jacob understood what a terrible mistake he had made and had begged for God’s forgiveness. That night God
appeared to him in a dream which assured him that God had forgiven him. God then gave Jacob his own version of the
promise He had made to Abraham, to make him the father of a great nation that would possess the land.

What a wonderful example this is that God is willing to accept us and work with us even if we have made big mistakes.
Clearly the same things we said about the promise God made to Abraham apply in the promise made to Jacob. It was
through Jacob's family, that the promised Redeemer of the world would come.

What do you believe?

e What do you think the prophecy given to Rebekah about her sons really meant?

e Do you think Isaac was wrong to insist on giving the birthright blessing to Esau even after he married Canaanite
women?

e Do you think it was necessary for Isaac to give Jacob the birthright in order for God’s promise to be fulfilled?



Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

Jacob becomes Israel

Story: Genesis 29:1 —25:29

Genesis 29:1 55 Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the East. 2 And he looked, and saw a
well in the field; and behold, there [were] three flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the
flocks. A large stone [was] on the well's mouth. * Now all the flocks would be gathered there; and they would roll
the stone from the well's mouth, water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place on the well's mouth.

4 And Jacob said to them, "My brethren, where [are] you from?" And they said, "We [are] from Haran."
> Then he said to them, "Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?" And they said, "We know him."

®So he said to them, "Is he well?" And they said, "[He is] well. And look, his daughter Rachel is coming with the
sheep." Genesis 29:1-6 NKJV

Genesis 29113 Then jt came to pass, when Laban heard the report about Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet
him, and embraced him and kissed him, and brought him to his house. So he told Laban all these things. ** And
Laban said to him, "Surely you [are] my bone and my flesh." And he stayed with him for a month.

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you [are] my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me,
what [should] your wages [be]?" Genesis 29:13-15 NKJV

Genesis 29:18 Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, "l will serve you seven years for Rachel your younger daughter."
19 And Laban said, "[It is] better that | give her to you than that | should give her to another man. Stay with me."
Genesis 29:18-19 NKJV

| believe when Jacob met his cousin Rachel it was love with at first sight. At this time, it was obviously still acceptable
and possibly even favorable to marry relatives as his father and grandfather had done. So, Laban agreed to Jacob’s
proposal and at the age of 77, he began seven years of labor for the woman he loved.

Genesis 2920 5 Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed [only] a few days to him because of the love
he had for her.

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give [me] my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that | may go in to her." 22 And Laban
gathered together all the men of the place and made a feast. 2> Now it came to pass in the evening, that he took
Leah his daughter and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. * And Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his
daughter Leah [as] a maid. % So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it [was] Leah. And he said to Laban,
"What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that | served you? Why then have you deceived me?"

26 And Laban said, "It must not be done so in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 27 "Fulfill her
week, and we will give you this one also for the service which you will serve with me still another seven years."
Genesis 29:20-27 NKIV
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Jacob deceived

Sadly, Jacob was to learn the hard way what it was like to be on the receiving side of deception and unfairness. In fact,
this was just the beginning of it. After working fourteen years for his two wives, Jacob would work for Laban six more
years during which his wages would be changed ten times in Laban’s attempts to get the better of him. During these first
seven years of marriage, beginning at 84 years of age, Jacob would have eleven of his eventual twelve sons, made
possible by having two wives and two concubines.

Genesis 311 Now [Jacob] heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, "Jacob has taken away all that was our father's,
and from what was our father's he has acquired all this wealth." 2 And Jacob saw the countenance of Laban, and
indeed it [was] not [favorable] toward him as before. 3 Then the LORD said to Jacob, "Return to the land of your
fathers and to your family, and | will be with you." Genesis 31:1-3 NKJV

Jacob returns home

At the end of 20 years, when Jacob would have been 97 years old, he had become wealthy with great flocks of sheep
and goats, men and women servants, and herds of camels and donkeys. | think Jacob noticed the envy with which Laban
eyed his wealth and probably feared he would try to take it by force. Then, in spite of the fact that he had never heard
from his mother that it was safe to return, God told him that it was time to go back home.

Genesis 323 Then Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of Seir, the country of Edom.
4 And he commanded them, saying, "Speak thus to my lord Esau, 'Thus your servant Jacob says: "l have dwelt
with Laban and stayed there until now. ° "I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants; and | have

sent to tell my lord, that | may find favor in your sight.

® Then the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, "We came to your brother Esau, and he also is coming to meet
you, and four hundred men [are] with him." Genesis 32:3-6 NKJV

Jacob was terrified for his family. He realized that it was his mistake that now placed his entire family at risk. At this time
Jacob turned to God in prayer begging Him for forgiveness and protection. Jacob divided his camp into two groups, so
that if one was attacked, the other might escape. He then sent them across the river while he stayed back to pray.

Jacob's name changed to Israel
Genesis 3224 Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day. 2* Now when He saw
that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob's hip was out of
joint as He wrestled with him. 2° And He said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks." But he said, "I will not let You go
unless You bless me!"

27 S0 He said to him, "What [is] your name?" He said, "Jacob."

28 And He said, "Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with
men, and have prevailed."

29 Then Jacob asked, saying, "Tell [me] Your name, | pray." And He said, "Why [is] it [that] you ask about My
name?" And He blessed him there.

3050 Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: "For | have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved."
Genesis 32:24-30 NKJV
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With this experience and God’s blessing, | believe that Jacob now went forward to meet Esau with confidence that
everything would be ok.

Genesis 33:1 Now Jacob lifted his eyes and looked, and there, Esau was coming, and with him were four hundred
men. So he divided the children among Leah, Rachel, and the two maidservants. 2 And he put the maidservants
and their children in front, Leah and her children behind, and Rachel and Joseph last. 3 Then he crossed over
before them and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.

4 But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. Genesis 33:1-
4 NKJV

Isaac would have been 157 years old when Jacob returned, and he lived another 23 years. It appears that Jacob did not
immediately move his household back home with his father, but stopped and setup camp at Succoth, Shechem, Bethel,
Ephrath, and eventually Mamre where his father lived. Bethel is where he spent his first night on the run and where he
had his dream of the ladder. Ephrath was later known as Bethlehem, and Mamre, later known as Hebron. It was during
these years, somewhere between the age of 97 and 120 that Benjamin was born to Jacob. Unfortunately, though, his
beloved Rachel died while giving birth. Isaac died at the age of 180 and his sons Jacob and Esau buried him.

Genesis 35:23 the sons of Leah [were] Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun;
24 the sons of Rachel [were] Joseph and Benjamin; ?° the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's maidservant, [were] Dan and
Naphtali; 2° and the sons of Zilpah, Leah's maidservant, [were] Gad and Asher. These [were] the sons of Jacob
who were born to him in Padan Aram. Genesis 35:23-26 NKJV

So, Jacob had twelve sons who for the most part became the twelve tribes of Israel. We are only told of one daughter
named Dinah. Life with these children was filled with drama. Jacob’s oldest Reuben slept with his concubine Bilhah. [Gen
35:22] Dinah was raped, then his son’s Simeon and Levi, slaughtered every male in the town. [Gen 34] The biggest
drama surrounded his favorite son which | will cover when | discuss Joseph, the favorite son.

What do you believe?

e Did you think it was fair for Laban to ask Jacob to work another seven years to for Rachel?

e Do you think Esau intended to harm Jacob when he initially set out with his 400 men?

e Do you think Jacob wrestled with God or with an angel? Why do you think it says they could not win against
him?
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Joseph, the favorite son

Story: Genesis 37:1 —39:20

| believe that as a result of his favoritism, Jacob probably spent more time with Joseph than he did his other sons.
Although Joseph was probably spoiled somewhat, | believe he received some benefit from the things his father must
have taught him. | believe Joseph must have had a good sense of right and wrong which leads us to the first recorded
conflict with his brothers.

Genesis 372 Thjs [is] the history of Jacob. Joseph, [being] seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his
brothers. And the lad [was] with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought
a bad report of them to his father. Genesis 37:2 NKJV

So, were these innocent pranks, making Joseph a tattle tale? Or were they serious wrongs that Joseph rightly reported
to their father? We are not told, but we are told that Joseph’s brothers despised him.

Genesis 373 N ow Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he [was] the son of his old age. Also he
made him a tunic of [many] colors. # But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his
brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him. Genesis 37:3-4 NKJV

Jacob’s favoritism definitely made Joseph’s life more difficult with his brothers. | believe that Jacob’s gift of this beautiful
robe could have been perceived as Jacob’s intent to give the birthright to Joseph rather than to his first son. Joseph must
have been somewhat oblivious to his brother feelings toward him, because amazingly, it gets worse.

Genesis 37:5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he told [it] to his brothers; and they hated him even more. © So he said to
them, "Please hear this dream which | have dreamed: ’ "There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then
behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to
my sheaf."

8 And his brothers said to him, "Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?" So
they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

°Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, "Look, | have dreamed another
dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me."

1050 he told [it] to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, "What [is] this dream
that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and | and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth
before you?" Genesis 37:5-10 NKJV

It seems hard to believe that Joseph didn’t notice his brothers’ hatred of him, but the fact that he told them these
dreams seems to indicate that either he didn’t realize how they felt, or he was just gloating over them.

Now Jacobs’s livestock must have been growing in numbers because he even had to send his sons away with the flocks
in search of more grazing grounds. It was the ten older brothers that were sent to care for the flocks while Joseph and
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Benjamin stayed at home with their father. After not hearing from his sons for some time, Jacob began to wonder if they
were ok, so he asked Joseph to go look for them. [Genesis 37:12-17]

Genesis 37:18 Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired against him to kill
him. ¥ Then they said to one another, "Look, this dreamer is coming! 2° "Come therefore, let us now kill him and
cast him into some pit; and we shall say, 'Some wild beast has devoured him.' We shall see what will become of
his dreams!"

21 But Reuben heard [it], and he delivered him out of their hands, and said, "Let us not kill him." 22 And Reuben
said to them, "Shed no blood, [but] cast him into this pit which [is] in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on
him"--that he might deliver him out of their hands, and bring him back to his father.

2 S0 it came to pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers, that they stripped Joseph [of] his tunic, the tunic of
[many] colors that [was] on him. 2* Then they took him and cast him into a pit. And the pit [was] empty; [there
was] no water in it.

25 And they sat down to eat a meal. Then they lifted their eyes and looked, and there was a company of
Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead with their camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry [them]
down to Egypt. %® So Judah said to his brothers, "What profit [is there] if we kill our brother and conceal his
blood? 2 "Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he [is] our brother
[and] our flesh." And his brothers listened. 2 Then Midianite traders passed by; so [the brothers] pulled Joseph
up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty [shekels] of silver. And they took
Joseph to Egypt. Genesis 37:18-28 NKJV

| think all the brothers hated Joseph, but | don’t think they were all united in their intentions. Clearly some of the
brothers wanted to kill Joseph, but Reuben suggested throwing him in the pit because he intended to secretly release
him. Judah suggested selling him rather than killing him. | believe that Simeon may have been one of the ones with the
cruelest intentions based on his past murderous actions against the town of Shechem [Gen 34], and the fact that Joseph
singled him out later on in the story [Gen 42:24]. The brothers covered up their evil deed by killing a goat and dipping
Joseph'’s coat in it and brought it to their father. They innocently asked if it was Joseph’s and let him assume the rest.
[Gen 37:31-35]

Genesis 39:1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard,
an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down there. 2 The LORD was with Joseph, and
he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. > And his master saw that the
LORD [was] with him and that the LORD made all he did to prosper in his hand. # So Joseph found favor in his
sight, and served him. Then he made him overseer of his house, and all [that] he had he put under his authority.
> So it was, from the time [that] he had made him overseer of his house and all that he had, that the LORD
blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had in the house
and in the field. Genesis 39:1-5 NKJV

Apparently, Joseph was much more than a spoiled brat. In his early years, | believe he had developed not only a faith
and belief in God, but he had learned lessons about reliability and responsibility. Joseph also had organizational and
leadership skills which he put to use. These characteristics along with God’s blessings created an irresistible force for
good. But just as he reached these heights, Joseph’s character would be tested.
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Genesis 39:6 Thys he left all that he had in Joseph's hand, and he did not know what he had except for the bread
which he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance.

7 And it came to pass after these things that his master's wife cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, "Lie with
me.

8 But he refused and said to his master's wife, "Look, my master does not know what [is] with me in the house,
and he has committed all that he has to my hand. ° "[There is] no one greater in this house than |, nor has he
kept back anything from me but you, because you [are] his wife. How then can | do this great wickedness, and
sin against God?"

1050 it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that he did not heed her, to lie with her [or] to be with her.

11 But it happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his work, and none of the men of the
house [was] inside, 12 that she caught him by his garment, saying, "Lie with me." But he left his garment in her
hand, and fled and ran outside. 13 And so it was, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and fled
outside,  that she called to the men of her house and spoke to them, saying, "See, he has brought in to us a
Hebrew to mock us. He came in to me to lie with me, and | cried out with a loud voice. > "And it happened,
when he heard that | lifted my voice and cried out, that he left his garment with me, and fled and went outside."

16 So she kept his garment with her until his master came home. ¥’ Then she spoke to him with words like these,

saying, "The Hebrew servant whom you brought to us came in to me to mock me; 8 "so it happened, as | lifted

my voice and cried out, that he left his garment with me and fled outside." Genesis 39:6-18 NKJV

When Potiphar was told what had happened, he was furious and had Joseph thrown into prison. However, | do not
believe Potiphar was furious with Joseph because if he had really believed his wife’s story, he would have had Joseph
killed immediately. | think Potiphar was probably furious with his wife because he probably suspected her unfaithfulness
and had seen enough of Joseph’s character to realize he would not do such a thing. Probably most importantly, he had
lost his trusted personal attendant who had run his household so well and been responsible for unprecedented
prosperity for him. At this turn of affairs, many would have been bitter toward God at being rewarded this way for doing
the right thing, but not Joseph, as we will see in Joseph becomes Prime Minister.

What do you believe?

e Do you think Joseph was a spoiled favorite child?
e What do you think went on in Joseph’s head as he was on his way to Egypt as a slave?
e Do you think there was anything Joseph could have done to defuse the situation with Potiphar’s wife?
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Joseph becomes Prime Minister

Story: Genesis 39:21 —41:57

We don’t really know how long Joseph served Potiphar. From Genesis 37:2, we know that Joseph was at least seventeen
years old before he was sold into slavery. In Genesis 41:46 we are told he was thirty years old when he was taken out of
prison. And finally, from Genesis 41:1, we know that Joseph was in prison more than two full years. | would guess that
Joseph was in prison for three to four years.

Genesis 3921 gt the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the
keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners who [were] in
the prison; whatever they did there, it was his doing. 2 The keeper of the prison did not look into anything [that
was] under [Joseph's] authority, because the LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD made [it]
prosper. Genesis 39:21-23 NKJV

In Joseph, the favorite son we saw that he was an extremely capable manager as well as a leader of people. Once the
warden started warming up to him, these capabilities and characteristics again surfaced. Before long, though a prisoner
himself, Joseph was responsible for the operations of the entire prison. In fact, the phrase, “The warden had no more
worries, because Joseph took care of everything,” is exactly what happened in his prior service to Potiphar.

Sometime later, Pharaoh’s baker and his cup bearer made him angry which got them thrown in the dungeon. One day
Joseph noticed that they both looked upset, so he asked them what was going on. They responded that they had each
had a dream but neither knew what it meant. Joseph told them that God could reveal the meaning of their dreams, so
they related their dreams to him. God immediately gave Joseph the meaning of both dreams so he told them that in
three days, the cup bearer would be restored to his former position, but the baker would be executed. Joseph asked the
cup bearer to try to get him released from prison when he stood before Pharaoh again, and he promised that he would.
Three days later, at a party for Pharaoh’s birthday, it happened exactly as Joseph had said, but the cup bearer forgot his
promise. [Genesis 40]

Genesis 411 Then it came to pass, at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh had a dream; and behold, he stood by
the river. 2 Suddenly there came up out of the river seven cows, fine looking and fat; and they fed in the
meadow. 3 Then behold, seven other cows came up after them out of the river, ugly and gaunt, and stood by the
[other] cows on the bank of the river. 4 And the ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven fine looking and fat cows.
So Pharaoh awoke. ° He slept and dreamed a second time; and suddenly seven heads of grain came up on one
stalk, plump and good. ® Then behold, seven thin heads, blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them. ” And
the seven thin heads devoured the seven plump and full heads. So Pharaoh awoke, and indeed, [it was] a dream.
Genesis 41:1-7 NKJV

Pharaoh’s dreams troubled him and he wanted to know what they meant, but his wise men and counselors were not
able to interpret the dreams for him. It was then that the cup bearer remembered his experience in prison and told
Pharaoh about Joseph, his dream and its fulfillment. Pharaoh was desperate for answers, so he sent for Joseph. | believe
that because Joseph was faithful, he was given special abilities that could be used to help the Egyptians and the world to
know something about God. One of these abilities was the interpretation of dreams.
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Genesis 41:25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh [are] one; God has shown Pharaoh what He [is]
about to do: 2° "The seven good cows [are] seven years, and the seven good heads [are] seven years; the dreams
[are] one. 27 "And the seven thin and ugly cows which came up after them [are] seven years, and the seven
empty heads blighted by the east wind are seven years of famine. 2 "This [is] the thing which | have spoken to
Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh what He [is] about to do. % "Indeed seven years of great plenty will come
throughout all the land of Egypt; 3 "but after them seven years of famine will arise, and all the plenty will be
forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine will deplete the land. 3! "So the plenty will not be known in the
land because of the famine following, for it [will be] very severe. 32 "And the dream was repeated to Pharaoh
twice because the thing [is] established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.

33 "Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. * "Let
Pharaoh do [this], and let him appoint officers over the land, to collect one-fifth [of the produce] of the land of
Egypt in the seven plentiful years. ** "And let them gather all the food of those good years that are coming, and
store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 3¢ "Then that food shall be as
a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that the land may not
perish during the famine."

37 So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of all his servants. 3 And Pharaoh said to his
servants, "Can we find [such a one] as this, a man in whom [is] the Spirit of God?"

39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, [there is] no one as discerning and
wise as you. *° "You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in
regard to the throne will | be greater than you." ** And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, | have set you over all the
land of Egypt." Genesis 41:25-41 NKJV

Again, Joseph was lifted from what could have been the depths of despair, to a position of influence, authority and
power even greater than before. In spite of the position and power, | believe Joseph remained levelheaded, faithful to
God and true to his former unwavering morals and standards. | believe that the life of Joseph, is an example to us of the
ways that God can use us and make Himself known through us. In Joseph’s new position in Egypt, he was given a wife
which it appears he loved and was happy with. | say this because the name he gave to his first born, Manasseh, meant,
"God has made me forget all my troubles and everyone in my father's family." [Genesis 41:51]

Everything happened exactly as God had revealed to Pharaoh through his dream. During those first seven years, Joseph
collected 20% of the abundant harvests of the Egyptian people and it was said that the amount of grain was like the
sand on the seashore. There was so much grain stored that he stopped keeping record because it was beyond measure.
[Genesis 41:47-49]

Genesis 4153 Then the seven years of plenty which were in the land of Egypt ended, >* and the seven years of famine
began to come, as Joseph had said. The famine was in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. > So
when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Then Pharaoh said to all the
Egyptians, "Go to Joseph; whatever he says to you, do." °® The famine was over all the face of the earth, and
Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the Egyptians. And the famine became severe in the land of
Egypt. °” So all countries came to Joseph in Egypt to buy [grain], because the famine was severe in all lands.
Genesis 41:53-57 NKJV

Genesis 4713 Now [there was] no bread in all the land; for the famine [was] very severe, so that the land of Egypt
and the land of Canaan languished because of the famine. 1* And Joseph gathered up all the money that was
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found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought; and Joseph brought the
money into Pharaoh's house.

1550 when the money failed in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and
said, "Give us bread, for why should we die in your presence? For the money has failed."

6 Then Joseph said, "Give your livestock, and | will give you [bread] for your livestock, if the money is gone."

17 50 they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread [in exchange] for the horses, the flocks,
the cattle of the herds, and for the donkeys. Thus he fed them with bread [in exchange] for all their livestock
that year.

18 When that year had ended, they came to him the next year and said to him, "We will not hide from my lord
that our money is gone; my lord also has our herds of livestock. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but
our bodies and our lands. '° "Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land
for bread, and we and our land will be servants of Pharaoh; give [us] seed, that we may live and not die, that the
land may not be desolate."

20 Then Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for every man of the Egyptians sold his field, because
the famine was severe upon them. So the land became Pharaoh's. 2 And as for the people, he moved them into
the cities, from [one] end of the borders of Egypt to the [other] end. 22 Only the land of the priests he did not
buy; for the priests had rations [allotted to them] by Pharaoh, and they ate their rations which Pharaoh gave
them; therefore they did not sell their lands.

23 Then Joseph said to the people, "Indeed | have bought you and your land this day for Pharaoh. Look, [here is]
seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 2* "And it shall come to pass in the harvest that you shall give one-fifth
to Pharaoh. Four-fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and for your food, for those of your households
and as food for your little ones."

25 So they said, "You have saved our lives; let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's
servants." 26 And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to this day, [that] Pharaoh should have one-fifth,
except for the land of the priests only, [which] did not become Pharaoh's. Genesis 47:13-26 NKJV

| find it interesting, the way Joseph dealt with the Egyptian people when they ran out of money. It doesn’t specifically
say so, but | suppose he could have treated the surrounding nations the same way. The net effect was that all the land
and livestock except for that owned by the priests, and even the people themselves, became the possession of Pharaoh.
| believe Joseph was wise and compassionate in his dealing with the people of Egypt. They had all became slaves of the
state, but in this case, Joseph’s definition of slavery was, go live your lives and pay a flat 20% tax to the government.

In the next and final chapter on his life | will cover the intriguing story of Joseph's family reunion.

What do you believe?

e How long do you think Joseph served Potiphar, and how long do you think he was in prison?
e Do you think the prison keeper could have helped Joseph to be released from prison but didn’t because he liked
having him run the prison?
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e Do you think there are very many countries today that do not allow individuals to own land and make them pay
20% or more in taxes? Do you think they consider themselves slaves of the state?
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Joseph's family reunion

Story: Genesis 42:1 —50:26

The reach of the famine extended all the way to Canaan where Joseph’s family lived, and after two years they had run
out of food. They had been hearing news that there was food in Egypt, so Jacob sent his ten oldest sons to Egypt in
hopes of buying some.

Genesis 425 And the sons of Israel went to buy [grain] among those who journeyed, for the famine was in the land
of Canaan.

® Now Joseph [was] governor over the land; and it was he who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph's
brothers came and bowed down before him with [their] faces to the earth. 7 Joseph saw his brothers and
recognized them, but he acted as a stranger to them and spoke roughly to them. Then he said to them, "Where
do you come from?" And they said, "From the land of Canaan to buy food."

8 So Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. ® Then Joseph remembered the dreams
which he had dreamed about them, and said to them, "You [are] spies! You have come to see the nakedness of
the land!"

10 And they said to him, "No, my lord, but your servants have come to buy food. 1! "We [are] all one man's sons;
we [are] honest [men]; your servants are not spies."

12 Byt he said to them, "No, but you have come to see the nakedness of the land."

13 And they said, "Your servants [are] twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and in fact,
the youngest [is] with our father today, and one [is] no more."

14 But Joseph said to them, "It [is] as | spoke to you, saying, 'You [are] spies!' > "In this [manner] you shall be
tested: By the life of Pharaoh, you shall not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here. ® "Send
one of you, and let him bring your brother; and you shall be kept in prison, that your words may be tested to see
whether [there is] any truth in you; or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you [are] spies!" ¥ So he put them all
together in prison three days. Genesis 42:5-17 NKJV

| do not believe Joseph was taking revenge on his brothers, although knowing he wasn’t going to harm them, | can
imagine that he might have had a little fun at their expense. His last impression of them was of cruel heartless men,
selling their own brother into slavery, and | believe his true purpose was to know if his brothers had changed and if his
younger brother was ok. | think the appearance of his brothers may have taken Joseph by surprise, so after having had
some time to think about it, and realizing that their families needed food, he just kept one brother and sent the rest
home with food. Joseph chose to keep Simeon, presumably because he had been the cruelest and most vocal in selling
him into slavery. Being only human, it’s hard to imagine Joseph not feeling at least a little sense of payback for Simeon,
but the Bible doesn’t give us any indication of this. So, Joseph sent his brothers on their way with food and,
unbeknownst to them as they left, with their money in their sacks. | think with his true purpose was to not make his
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family pay for the food, but Joseph may have had one last bit of fun with his brothers by letting them think they were
being framed for not paying for their food.

Genesis 43:1 Now the famine [was] severe in the land. 2 And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the grain which
they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to them, "Go back, buy us a little food."

3 But Judah spoke to him, saying, "The man solemnly warned us, saying, 'You shall not see my face unless your
brother [is] with you.' * "If you send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. ® "But if you will not
send [him], we will not go down; for the man said to us, 'You shall not see my face unless your brother [is] with
you."'" Genesis 43:1-5 NKJV

It appears that Judah had become a leader among the brothers, as well as one that Jacob might have trusted more than
the others. It was with his personal assurances and guarantee for Benjamin’s safe return that Jacob finally relented and

agreed to let Benjamin go. Jacob instructed his sons to take double the amount of money so they could also pay for the

food they got the first time. They also took as gifts for the man, balm, honey, gum, aromatic resin, pistachio and almond
nuts. [Genesis 43:11]

When they arrived in Egypt and Joseph saw them with his little brother Benjamin, alive and well, he told his assistant to
take them to his house for lunch. But when the brothers saw that they were being taken to Joseph’s palace, they feared
they would be made slaves because of the money in their sacks the last time. But the assistant told them not to worry
because he had received their money. After Simeon was brought to them, their feet were washed and they were
prepared for a feast at Joseph’s palace. I'm sure the brothers were very confused, but maybe they figured it was an
apology for falsely accusing them of being spies. At the feast, Joseph tested the brothers once more by treating
Benjamin better than the rest of them, but they must have passed the test by not showing jealousy toward him. When
all eleven brothers were finally on their way out of Egypt, they must have let out a collective sigh of relief that their
mission had been accomplished successfully. They still had Benjamin and they also had Simeon back with them.

But Joseph had one more test for them. He had a special silver cup, and when the sacks were being filled with grain, he
had asked his assistant to put it, into Benjamin’s sack. Now he sent his assistant chasing after them with instructions to
accuse them of stealing his cup and to search them. [Genesis 44:1-5]

Genesis 446 55 he overtook them, and he spoke to them these same words. 7 And they said to him, "Why does my
lord say these words? Far be it from us that your servants should do such a thing. & "Look, we brought back to
you from the land of Canaan the money which we found in the mouth of our sacks. How then could we steal
silver or gold from your lord's house? ° "With whomever of your servants it is found, let him die, and we also will
be my lord's slaves."

10 And he said, "Now also [let] it [be] according to your words; he with whom it is found shall be my slave, and
you shall be blameless." ! Then each man speedily let down his sack to the ground, and each opened his sack.
1250 he searched. He began with the oldest and left off with the youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin's
sack. 13 Then they tore their clothes, and each man loaded his donkey and returned to the city. Genesis 44:6-13
NKJV

Genesis 4418 Then Judah came near to him and said: "O my lord, please let your servant speak a word in my lord's

hearing, and do not let your anger burn against your servant; for you [are] even like Pharaoh. ** "My lord asked
his servants, saying, 'Have you a father or a brother?' 2° "And we said to my lord, 'We have a father, an old man,
and a child of [his] old age, [who is] young; his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother's children, and
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his father loves him.' %!

"Then you said to your servants, 'Bring him down to me, that | may set my eyes on him.'
22"And we said to my lord, 'The lad cannot leave his father, for [if] he should leave his father, [his father] would
die.' 2 "But you said to your servants, 'Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall see my

face no more."

24 "So it was, when we went up to your servant my father, that we told him the words of my lord. 2°> "And our
father said, 'Go back [and] buy us a little food.' 2° "But we said, 'We cannot go down; if our youngest brother is
with us, then we will go down; for we may not see the man's face unless our youngest brother [is] with us.'

28 'and the one went out

27 "Then your servant my father said to us, 'You know that my wife bore me two sons;
from me, and | said, "Surely he is torn to pieces"; and | have not seen him since. 2° 'But if you take this one also

from me, and calamity befalls him, you shall bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave.'

30 "Now therefore, when | come to your servant my father, and the lad [is] not with us, since his life is bound up
in the lad's life, 3! "it will happen, when he sees that the lad [is] not [with us], that he will die. So your servants
will bring down the gray hair of your servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 2 "For your servant became
surety for the lad to my father, saying, 'If | do not bring him [back] to you, then | shall bear the blame before my
father forever.' 33 "Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, and let
the lad go up with his brothers. 3* "For how shall | go up to my father if the lad [is] not with me, lest perhaps |
see the evil that would come upon my father?" Genesis 44:18-34 NKJV

Genesis 451 Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, "Make
everyone go out from me!" So no one stood with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And
he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard [it].

3 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I [am] Joseph; does my father still live?" But his brothers could not answer
him, for they were dismayed in his presence. * And Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come near to me." So
they came near. Then he said: "l [am] Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. > "But how, do not
therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to
preserve life. ® "For these two years the famine [has been] in the land, and [there are] still five years in which
[there will be] neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 "And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in
the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. ® "So now [it was] not you [who] sent me here, but God;
and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

9 "Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph: "God has made me lord of all Egypt;
come down to me, do not tarry. Genesis 45:1-9 NKJV

Genesis 45:16 Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, "Joseph's brothers have come." So it
pleased Pharaoh and his servants well. 1’ And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Say to your brothers, 'Do this: Load your
animals and depart; go to the land of Canaan. *® 'Bring your father and your households and come to me; | will
give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the land. ** 'Now you are commanded--do this:
Take carts out of the land of Egypt for your little ones and your wives; bring your father and come. ° 'Also do not
be concerned about your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt [is] yours.'" Genesis 45:16-20 NKJV

Genesis 45:24 S he sent his brothers away, and they departed; and he said to them, "See that you do not become
troubled along the way."
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% Then they went up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their father. 2° And they told him,
saying, "Joseph [is] still alive, and he [is] governor over all the land of Egypt." And Jacob's heart stood still,
because he did not believe them. 2” But when they told him all the words which Joseph had said to them, and
when he saw the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived. % Then Israel
said, "[It is] enough. Joseph my son [is] still alive. | will go and see him before | die." Genesis 45:24-28 NKJV

On the way to Egypt, God spoke to Jacob in a vision and told him that his family would become a great nation in Egypt,
but that they would come back to Canaan, the land promised to Abraham.

Genesis 471 Then Joseph went and told Pharaoh, and said, "My father and my brothers, their flocks and their herds
and all that they possess, have come from the land of Canaan; and indeed they [are] in the land of Goshen." ...

" Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob and set him before Pharaoh; and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. & Pharaoh
said to Jacob, "How old [are] you?" ° And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The days of the years of my pilgrimage [are]
one hundred and thirty years; few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not
attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage." ° So Jacob blessed
Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh. - Genesis 47:1,7-10 NKJV

In the chapter Jacob becomes Israel, we learned that he was 84 years old when he started having children, and had 11 of

12 sons in the next 7 years ending with Joseph [Genesis 30:25]. If we simply add 7 to 84, we can estimate that Joseph
was born when Jacob was 91 years old. Subtracting 91 from 130 would tell us that Joseph was about 39 years old when
Jacob came to Egypt. The famine lasted another 5 years after his family arrived in Egypt [Genesis 45:6], so the famine
actually ended when Joseph was about 44 years old. In Genesis 50:26, we are told that Joseph lived to age of 110 years.
This was not a particularly long life considering that his brother Levi lived to 137 years of age [Exodus 6:16], his father
lived 147 years [Genesis 47:28] and his grandfather lived 180 years [Genesis 35:28]. Perhaps the stresses of running a
country had taken its toll on him. | believe in recognition of his wise and benevolent leadership, Joseph probably
continued as prime minister of Egypt probably as long as he lived which could have been as long as 76 years after the
end of the famine. After all, if you were Pharaoh and watched how wisely Joseph ran your country without ever
threatening your power or authority, wouldn’t you keep him as long as you could?

Finally, although the historical dates don’t seem to match up, there are some interesting parallels in ancient Egyptian
history to a person named Imhotep, whose list of titles were:

e Chancellor of the King of Egypt

e Doctor

e Firstin line after the King of Upper Egypt
e Administrator of the Great Palace

e Hereditary nobleman

e High Priest of Heliopolis

e Builder

e Chief Carpenter

e  Chief Sculptor

e and Maker of Vases in Chief
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He was also associated with helping Egypt end a seven-year famine.?! There are numerous articles on the internet
speculating that Joseph and Imhotep were the same person. Do an internet search for “are joseph and imhotep the
same person” or “is joseph mentioned in Egyptian history” and you will find a lot of interesting reading. Just remember

that not everything you read on the internet is fact.

What do you believe?

e Do you think Joseph felt any satisfaction in the discomfort he put his brothers through as he tested them?
e  Why was Joseph willing to wait so long before revealing his identity to his brothers?
e Do you think that Pharaoh believed and worshipped the God of Joseph?

21 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imhotep
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The children of Israel enslaved, birth of Moses

Story: Exodus 1:1 —2:10

Exodus 11 Now these [are] the names of the children of Israel who came to Egypt; each man and his household
came with Jacob:

2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah;

3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin;

4 Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.

> All those who were descendants of Jacob were seventy persons (for Joseph was in Egypt [already]). ¢ And
Joseph died, all his brothers, and all that generation. 7 But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased
abundantly, multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them.

8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. ° And he said to his people, "Look, the

10 "come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest

people of the children of Israel [are] more and mightier than we;
they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies and fight against us, and [so]
go up out of the land." 1 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens. And they
built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses. 2 But the more they afflicted them, the more they

multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the children of Israel. Exodus 1:1-12 NKJV

The Bible doesn’t tell us exactly when this change of circumstances began. It is likely that it was not merely a new king
but a new dynasty that refused to acknowledge Joseph and the favors bestowed upon the Israelites. Prominent
historians have placed the date of the Exodus somewhere between 1491 (Ussher) and 1446 BC (Thiele).?? According to
most sources the transition from the 17t to the 18" dynasties in Egypt was around 1550 BC.?* Regardless of which
duration and Exodus date you use, it appears that there would have been a dynasty change in Egypt.

From Exodus 6:16, we know that Levi lived 137 years. In Jacob becomes Israel, we figured that Jacob started having

children at the age of 84. Being his third son with Leah we could estimate one year per child, making Jacob about 87
years old when Levi was born. If Jacob was 130 when he went to Egypt, then Levi would have been about 43 years old at
that time. That would mean that the children of Israel would have been in Egypt about 92 years when Levi died.

My guess is that it was well over 100 years before this oppression started, and it must have gone on for some time
because even as it continued, their population increased. So, Pharaoh resorted to murder to try to solve his problem.

Exodus 1:15 Than the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of one [was] Shiphrah and
the name of the other Puah; % and he said, "When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women, and
see [them] on the birthstools, if it [is] a son, then you shall kill him; but if it [is] a daughter, then she shall live."
17 But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male
children alive. ' So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this thing,
and saved the male children alive?"

22 http://creationwiki.org/Exodus of Israel
2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of ancient Egyptian dynasties
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19 And the midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women [are] not like the Egyptian women; for they
[are] lively and give birth before the midwives come to them."

20 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and grew very mighty. 2! And so it was,
because the midwives feared God, that He provided households for them.

22 50 Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, "Every son who is born you shall cast into the river, and every
daughter you shall save alive." Exodus 1:15-22 NKJV

Exodus 2.1 And a man of the house of Levi went and took [as wife] a daughter of Levi. 2 So the woman conceived
and bore a son. And when she saw that he [was] a beautiful [child], she hid him three months. 3 But when she
could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in
it, and laid [it] in the reeds by the river's bank. * And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to
him.

> Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. And her maidens walked along the riverside;
and when she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it. ® And when she opened [it], she saw the
child, and behold, the baby wept. So she had compassion on him, and said, "This is one of the Hebrews'
children."

" Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall | go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that
she may nurse the child for you?"

8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Go." So the maiden went and called the child's mother. ° Then Pharaoh's
daughter said to her, "Take this child away and nurse him for me, and | will give [you] your wages." So the
woman took the child and nursed him. ° And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and
he became her son. So she called his name Moses, saying, "Because | drew him out of the water." Exodus 2:1-10
NKJV

How far-reaching in its results was the influence of that one Hebrew woman, and she an exile and a slave! The
whole future life of Moses, the great mission which he fulfilled as the leader of Israel, testifies to the importance
of the work of the Christian mother. There is no other work that can equal this. To a very great extent the
mother holds in her own hands the destiny of her children. She is dealing with developing minds and characters,
working not alone for time, but for eternity. She is sowing seed that will spring up and bear fruit, either for good
or for evil. She has not to paint a form of beauty upon canvas or to chisel it from marble, but to impress upon a
human soul the image of the divine. Especially during their early years the responsibility rests upon her of
forming the character of her children. The impressions now made upon their developing minds will remain with
them all through life. Parents should direct the instruction and training of their children while very young, to the
end that they may be Christians. They are placed in our care to be trained, not as heirs to the throne of an
earthly empire, but as kings unto God, to reign through unending ages. White. Patriarchs and Prophets. p244%*

Apparently, this daughter of Pharaoh was not as heartless as her father. | believe she knew exactly what was going on
and | think she was smart enough to figure out that she was paying the baby’s own mother to nurse him for her. After

24 White, Ellen. Patriarchs and Prophets, Mountain View, CA, Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1958. p244
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=pp&lang=en&pagenumber=244;
http://www.whiteestate.org/books/pp/pp22.html; http://books.google.com/books?id=m 8xAQAAMAAI&pg=PA244
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all, who better to nurse and care for a baby, than his own mother. We are not directly told the name of this daughter of
Pharaoh but there is speculation that she was Bithiah, mentioned in the genealogy of Judah from that era.

L Chronicles 4:18 (Hjs \wife Jehudijah bore Jered the father of Gedor, Heber the father of Sochoh, and Jekuthiel the
father of Zanoah.) And these were the sons of Bithiah the daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered took. 1 Chronicles
4:18 NKJV

A Jewish Encyclopedic source has the following to say about Bithia:

Daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered of the tribe of Judah married (I Chron. iv. 18). In the Midrash (Lev. R. § 1) she
is called the foster-mother of Moses.

Daughter of Pharaoh; identified in the Midrash with Moses' foster-mother. The name is explained as follows:
God said to her, "You have called Moses your son, although he was not your son, therefore | will call you my
daughter ["Bithiah" = "bat," daughter; "Yah," God], although you are not my daughter" (Lev. R.i. 3; Meg. 133;
and elsewhere).?

For more interesting reading, do an internet search for “who was the daughter of pharaoh who found moses”.

The bible doesn’t tell us how long Moses got to stay with his own mother Jochebed, but it must have been at least until
after he was weaned. This would most likely have given her valuable time to teach him about God and about his own
people. The following two verses are the only ones | could find in the Bible that tell us anything about the early life of
Moses after he was found by Pharaoh’s daughter. The second one seems to indicate that Moses was a smart, talented

and ambitious young man as he grew to adulthood in the palace.

Exodus 20:10 And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. So she called
his name Moses, saying, "Because | drew him out of the water." Exodus 2:10 NKJV

Acts 722 "And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds. Acts 7:22
NKJV

What do you believe?

e How long do you think it was before the Egyptians turned on the Israelites?
e  Why did Pharaoh’s daughter want to keep Moses?
e How long do you think Moses stayed with this real mother?

2 http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3341-bithiah
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Moses’ mid-life

Story: Exodus 2:11 —4:31

Exodus 2:11 Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren and looked
at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 1? So he looked this way and
that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. ** And when he went out the
second day, behold, two Hebrew men were fighting, and he said to the one who did the wrong, "Why are you
striking your companion?"

14 Then he said, "Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the
Egyptian?" So Moses feared and said, "Surely this thing is known!" > When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he
sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down
by a well. Exodus 2:11-15 NKJV

At the time of this incident we are told that Moses was about forty years of age. He had obviously been thinking about
the plight of his people and had probably been trying to think of a way to help them. Whether he had misjudged his
people as a whole or simply the one he had chosen to rescue, his chances of using his position in the Egyptian court to
help or save his people was now gone.

Exodus 2:16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. And they came and drew water, and they filled the
troughs to water their father's flock. ¥’ Then the shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses stood up and
helped them, and watered their flock.

8 When they came to Reuel their father, he said, "How [is it that] you have come so soon today?"

19 And they said, "An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds, and he also drew enough water for
us and watered the flock."

20 S0 he said to his daughters, "And where [is] he? Why [is] it [that] you have left the man? Call him, that he may
eat bread."

21 Then Moses was content to live with the man, and he gave Zipporah his daughter to Moses. Exodus 2:16-21
NKJV

The events of these few verses are most of what we know of Moses’ next forty years of life. During these forty years, |
believe Moses lived a simple life, in contrast to the life he had left behind in Egypt. So, what did Moses do during those
years spent as a shepherd in Midian? Most everyone who believes in the Bible assigns the authorship of the first five
books to Moses. It is possible that Moses wrote the book of Genesis during this time, however in order for this to have
happened; | believe he would have needed access to some written records or needed God to somehow communicate all
those details to him. | do not believe God dictated these early historical accounts to Moses at this time because he never
mentions any communication with God from this time period until he was called by God to lead the Israelites out of
Egypt. Josephus writes of two pillars, one of stone and one of clay, on which Seth and possibly Methuselah and Noah,
wrote things for posterity. However, most commentaries also say that Josephus was mistaken about the Seth who made
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the pillars.?® Another theory along those same lines is that there were a set of clay tablets written by men who actually
experienced the events that were compiled by Moses during his forty years in Midian.?” I'm sure there are many other
theories about how Moses came to know all the details contained in the first few chapters of Genesis.

Exodus 2:23 Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned
because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God because of the bondage. 2* So God
heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. # And God
looked upon the children of Israel, and God acknowledged [them]. Exodus 2:23-25 NKJV

Exedus 3:1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to
the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him
in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the
bush [was] not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, "I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does
not burn."

4So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said,
"Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here | am."

> Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand [is]
holy ground." ® Moreover He said, "l [am] the God of your father--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.

7 And the LORD said: "I have surely seen the oppression of My people who [are] in Egypt, and have heard their
cry because of their taskmasters, for | know their sorrows. & "So | have come down to deliver them out of the
hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk
and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites
and the Jebusites. ° "Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and | have also
seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 1° "Come now, therefore, and | will send you to
Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." Exodus 3:1-10 NKJV

At this point in time Moses is about eighty years of age, and in contrast to when he was a prince in Egypt, feels
completely unsuited to the task.

Exedus 3:11 Bt Moses said to God, "Who [am] | that | should go to Pharaoh, and that | should bring the children of
Israel out of Egypt?"

1250 He said, "I will certainly be with you. And this [shall be] a sign to you that | have sent you: When you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain."

13 Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, [when] | come to the children of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What [is] His name?' what shall | say to them?"

14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO | AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'l AM has
sent me to you.' " > Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 'The LORD God of

26 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seth#In Josephus
27 http://www.trueorigin.org/tablet.asp
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your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This [is] My name
forever, and this [is] My memorial to all generations.' Exodus 3:11-15 NKJV

Exodus 3:19 "Bt | am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not even by a mighty hand. 2° "So | will
stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders which | will do in its midst; and after that he will let
you go. 21 "And | will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be, when you go, that you
shall not go empty-handed. Exodus 3:19-21 NKJV

Bodus 1 Then Moses answered and said, "But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my voice; suppose

they say, 'The LORD has not appeared to you.
2So the LORD said to him, "What [is] that in your hand?" He said, "A rod."

3 And He said, "Cast it on the ground." So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from
it. * Then the LORD said to Moses, "Reach out your hand and take [it] by the tail" (and he reached out his hand
and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand), > "that they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you."

® Furthermore the LORD said to him, "Now put your hand in your bosom." And he put his hand in his bosom, and
when he took it out, behold, his hand [was] leprous, like snow. 7 And He said, "Put your hand in your bosom
again." So he put his hand in his bosom again, and drew it out of his bosom, and behold, it was restored like his
[other] flesh. 8 "Then it will be, if they do not believe you, nor heed the message of the first sign, that they may
believe the message of the latter sign. ® "And it shall be, if they do not believe even these two signs, or listen to
your voice, that you shall take water from the river and pour [it] on the dry [land]. The water which you take
from the river will become blood on the dry [land]."

10 Then Moses said to the LORD, "O my Lord, | [am] not eloguent, neither before nor since You have spoken to
Your servant; but | [am] slow of speech and slow of tongue." Exodus 4:1-10 NKJV

Exodus 4:14 5 the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and He said: "Is not Aaron the Levite your brother?
| know that he can speak well. And look, he is also coming out to meet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in
his heart. > "Now you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And | will be with your mouth and with
his mouth, and | will teach you what you shall do. ¢ "So he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he
himself shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be to him as God. Exodus 4:14-16 NKJV

Exedus 429 Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel. 3° And Aaron
spoke all the words which the LORD had spoken to Moses. Then he did the signs in the sight of the people. 3! So
the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD had visited the children of Israel and that He had
looked on their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshiped. Exodus 4:29-31 NKJV

| find it interesting that Moses carried on this debate with God as a child might with a parent asking them to do
something they didn't want to do. The problem is that he wasted this opportunity arguing with God rather than asking
about countless things that a human being would like to ask God.
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What do you believe?

e What do you think Moses did during the forty years as a shepherd to prepare him to lead the Israelites out of
Egypt?

e What made Moses so special that God wanted him to be the one to lead the Israelites out of Egypt?

e Why did God choose to only speak to Moses? Why couldn’t God speak to Aaron and tell him what to say and
do?

e Did his reluctance show a lack of faith in God to do what He said He would do, or a lack of confidence in himself?

e If God spoke verbally to you, what would you want to ask Him?
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The length of the sojourn in Egypt

So how long were the Israelites in Egypt and how long were they oppressed as slaves? The Bible doesn’t directly tell us,
so it has been a subject of much debate and speculation. One of the reason’s it has been such a hot debate is that the
length of the time in Egypt is a key piece in the puzzle of determining the biblical age of the world. The other is the
seeming contradictory statements in the Bible regarding the length of the stay in Egypt.

From Exodus 7:7 we know that Moses was eighty years old when he first asked Pharaoh for Israel’s release and
presumably still eighty when the left Egypt. Then there are several verses that reflect on the length of stay in Egypt,
which presumably all end with the exodus and the receiving of the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai.

Exodus 13:13 Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land [that is] not
theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. ** "And also the nation whom they
serve | will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. Genesis 15:13-14 NKJV

Genesis 15:16 "Bt in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites [is] not yet
complete." Genesis 15:16 NKJV

Exodus 12:41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years--on that very same day--it came to
pass that all the armies of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. Exodus 12:41 NKJV

Acts6:6 "Byt God spoke in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a foreign land, and that they would bring
them into bondage and oppress [them] four hundred years. 7 'And the nation to whom they will be in bondage |
will judge,' said God, 'and after that they shall come out and serve Me in this place.' Acts 7:6-7 NKJV

Galatians 3:17 A this | say, [that] the law, which was four hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul the covenant
that was confirmed before by God in Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect. Galatians 3:17 NKJV

There are two primary positions taken among believers on the length of the Egyptian sojourn. An explanation of the text
in the grey box is: Name of person, age when son was born, son that was born, age at death. In the case of Joseph, it’s
just his name and age at death.

Abraham, 1(I)O, Isaac, 175
Isaac, 60, (Jacob, Esau), 180
Jacob, 91, Joseph, 147
Joseplh, 110
Abram leaves Haran at 75 Israelites enter Egypt when Jacob is 130 years of age
Option: 1 215 years Abram leaves Haran to Jacob enters Egypt, 215 years to Exodus

Option: 2 430 years sojourn completely in Egypt
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The first option and possibly more traditional, because it was adopted by the church and printed in the margin of the
King James Bible at the time, is Ussher’s short sojourn.?® | don’t have Ussher’s actual reasons for his conclusion, but here

are some of the points used to support this position:

1. Paul’s statement in Galatians seems to indicate that the covenant with Abram started the 430 years
Regarding Moses’ statement in Exodus 12:41; The Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint, say
“Egypt and Canaan” rather than just Egypt?®

3. Four generations are mentioned in Genesis 15:16 and named in Exodus 6:16-20 do not realistically span 430
years

4. Regarding the 400 years of oppression mentioned in Genesis 15:13, some supporters of this position assert that
Israel’s ancestor Isaac was oppressed by Ishmael and the Canaanites

5. The numbers arrived at by Ussher nicely work out to 4000 years from creation to Christ

6. Sources in support of:

a. http://www.conservapedia.com/The Annals of the World
b. http://creationwiki.org/Talk:Biblical chronology dispute
c. http://www.conservapedia.com/Egyptian _chronology

The second option which argues the following points in support of it:

Moses was there at the time and clearly wrote 430 years to the day [Exodus 12:41]
The four generations mentioned in Genesis 15:16 and Exodus 6:16-20 are not father to son but non overlapping
(birth to death) generations with unnamed generations between them

3. The covenant to Abram mentioned in Galatians was reiterated to Jacob on his way into Egypt

4. Regarding the 400 years of oppression mentioned in Genesis 15:13, some supporters of this position assert that
the Israelites were not oppressed initially, but only after a dynasty change that chose not to acknowledge

Joseph'’s contributions
5. Some well thought out articles in support of it:
a. http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2012/01/05/The-Duration-of-the-Israelite-Sojourn-In-
Egypt.aspx#Article
b. http://www.oldtestamentstudies.org/how-long-did-israel-sojourn-in-egypt/

| admit that | have not done extensive historical, archaeological or linguistic research, but until further research or
evidence changes my opinion, | find my beliefs more in line with the second option. Based on the length of Joseph’s life
and my belief that | don’t think the oppression started before he died, | take Genesis 15:13 as using round or
approximate numbers. | believe the generations referred to in Genesis 15:16 and Exodus 6:16-20 are four mostly non
overlapping life spans and not direct father to son. After all, ages of the fathers at the birth of the sons are not given as
they are for the earlier genealogies in Genesis 5 and 11. In Acts, | believe Stephen was telling the story of Abraham and

was essentially quoting God’s statement to Abram in Genesis 15.

What do you believe?

e How long do you think the Israelites were in Egypt?

28 http://creation.com/images/pdfs/other/timeline of the bible.pdf
29 http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12&version=NIV
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e How do you reconcile the seeming contradictions between the 400 and 430-year statements?
e How long do you think the Israelites lived in peace and prosperity in Egypt?
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The ten plagues

Story: Exodus 5:1 —11:10

Exodus 511 Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'Let My people
go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.'" 2 And Pharaoh said, "Who [is] the LORD, that | should
obey His voice to let Israel go? | do not know the LORD, nor will | let Israel go." Exodus 5:1-2 NKJV

Exodus 54 Then the king of Egypt said to them, "Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people from their work?
Get [back] to your labor." > And Pharaoh said, "Look, the people of the land [are] many now, and you make them
rest from their labor!"

® So the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people and their officers, saying, ’ "You shall no
longer give the people straw to make brick as before. Let them go and gather straw for themselves. & "And you
shall lay on them the quota of bricks which they made before. You shall not reduce it. For they are idle;
therefore they cry out, saying, 'Let us go [and] sacrifice to our God.' ° "Let more work be laid on the men, that
they may labor in it, and let them not regard false words." Exodus 5:4-9 NKJV

So why did Pharaoh make this change in the working arrangements, accusing the Israelites of stopping their work? There
are a couple reasons speculated by Ellen White in the book Patriarchs and Prophets, chapter 23.3° When Moses first
came back and met with the Israelite elders, he may have convinced them to start observing the Sabbath day of rest
from their labors. Another possible reason was to give them less time to talk about and plan their departure from Egypt.

Exodus 6:10 Ang the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ** "Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the children of Israel go
out of his land."

12 And Moses spoke before the LORD, saying, "The children of Israel have not heeded me. How then shall
Pharaoh heed me, for | [am] of uncircumcised lips?" Exodus 6:10-12 NKJV

Exodus 71 55 the LORD said to Moses: "See, | have made you [as] God to Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother shall be
your prophet. Exodus 7:1 NKJV

This is interestingly the second time Moses is told that he would be like or in place of God. (see also Exodus 4:16) |
believe the reason that God could do this was because He knew that Moses would not misrepresent Him or take
advantage of the situation. Numbers 12:3 says that Moses was the humblest person on the face of the earth. [On the
other extreme, in Acts 12:22-23 we read that King Herod was killed for accepting praise as a god.]

Exodus 7:10 5 Voses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the LORD commanded. And Aaron cast
down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent. 1! But Pharaoh also called the
wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments.

12 For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods.

13 And Pharaoh's heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said. Exodus 7:10-13 NKJV

30 White. http://www.whiteestate.org/books/pp/pp23.html
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| wonder how it was that Pharaohs magicians were able to seemingly transform their staffs into serpents. | think we can
safely assume that it was not a miracle from God. Today many amazing magic tricks are done though illusion and sleight
of hand, but miraculous things can also be done with supernatural aid. However, assuming that Satan does not have the
ability to create life, | can speculate that if these were actually real serpents which they appeared to be, Satan could
have very convincingly replaced the thrown staff with a real serpent that he had captured.

1 - Blood
Exodus 7:19 Than the LORD spoke to Moses, "Say to Aaron, 'Take your rod and stretch out your hand over the
waters of Egypt, over their streams, over their rivers, over their ponds, and over all their pools of water, that
they may become blood. And there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in [buckets of] wood
and [pitchers of] stone.' " 2° And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the LORD commanded. So he lifted up the rod
and struck the waters that [were] in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants. And all the
waters that [were] in the river were turned to blood. Exodus 7:19-20 NKJV

The Nile River is by far the primary source of fresh water for Egypt.3! In ancient Egyptian religions, there was a god
named Hapi, who was the god of the Nile.3? | don't know if the worship of this god occurred at that very time in history.
But what | am showing, is that in ancient Egyptian religion, there were many gods associated with things in nature. This
first plague struck not only at the source of their water but also the streams, canals and reservoirs that were fed by it.
Through this plague, God was showing Pharaoh and the Egyptians that He had power over their gods. But because
Pharaoh’s magicians could also seemingly turn water into blood, he would not acknowledge the power of God and
refused to let the Israelites go.

2 - Frogs
Exodus 8:6 55 Agron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of
Egypt. Exodus 8:6 NKJV

In ancient Egyptian religion, the goddess Hekt had a frog head. There was a time when the frog was thought to
spontaneously appear out of the mud from the annual inundation of the Nile River. This gave rise to the belief that all
life originated in the Valley of the Nile.** Again, God was showing His power over their gods. This plague caused Pharaoh
to agree to release the Israelites, only to go back on his word when the plague was removed.

3 - Lice
Exodus 817 And they did so. For Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod and struck the dust of the earth, and it
became lice on man and beast. All the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. Exodus 8:17
NKJV

There is some debate about exactly what these lice were in terms of modern insects or pests. The NASB and NLT
translated it gnats, but the KJV used the word lice. Possibly the more interesting thing was that they were made from
the dust of the earth, which again was associated with some god. It is interesting to note that the Bible says Pharaoh’s
magicians could mimic the first two plagues, but not the third, yet he still refused to let the Israelites go.

31 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water resources management in modern Egypt#Current resources

32 Wiedemann, Alfred. Religion of the Ancient Egyptians. New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, London, H. Grevel & Co., 1897, p145.
https://books.google.com/books?id=0eVGKXV4Eg4C&pg=PA145

33 Wiedemann. p129. https://books.google.com/books?id=0eVGKXV4Eg4C&pg=PA129
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4 - Flies

Exodus 8:24

And the LORD did so. Thick swarms [of flies] came into the house of Pharaoh, [into] his servants' houses,
and into all the land of Egypt. The land was corrupted because of the swarms [of flies]. Exodus 8:24 NKJV

This time the plague was different in that it did not affect the land of Goshen where the Israelites lived. Pharaoh’s
response was also different in that he seemed less defiant and even somewhat desperate. He actually granted them
permission to take the time off to sacrifice to God but asked that they not leave the country.

Exodus 826 And Moses said, "It is not right to do so, for we would be sacrificing the abomination of the Egyptians to
the LORD our God. If we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, then will they not stone
us? 2’ "We will go three days' journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD our God as He will command
us." Exodus 8:26-27 NKJV

| believe this is evidence that there were animals that the Egyptians held sacred or worshipped, including some that the
Israelites would sacrifice. When Moses refused, in desperation Pharaoh relented but said just don’t go too far, now
hurry and get rid of the flies. But when the flies were gone, he refused to let the Israelites go.

5 - Plague on the livestock
Exedus 96 55 the LORD did this thing on the next day, and all the livestock of Egypt died; but of the livestock of the
children of Israel, not one died. ” Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed, not even one of the livestock of the Israelites
was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh became hard, and he did not let the people go. Exodus 9:6-7 NKJV

As was the case with the last one, this plague did not touch the land of Goshen. However, Pharaoh still refused to let the
Israelites go. | believe, some if not all the livestock affected in this plague were probably the ones held sacred or
worshipped by the Egyptians. Again, God was showing His power over their gods.

6 - Boils
Exodus 9:10 Then they took ashes from the furnace and stood before Pharaoh, and Moses scattered [them] toward
heaven. And [they] caused boils that break out in sores on man and beast. ! And the magicians could not stand
before Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the magicians and on all the Egyptians. Exodus 9:10-11
NKJV

Up to this point, the plagues were not directly inflicted on the people. Yes, they impacted them greatly, but they
occurred in nature around them. This time it struck at their bodies. Yet, Pharaoh still refused to let the Israelites go.

7 - Hail
Exodus 923 And Moses stretched out his rod toward heaven; and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire darted to
the ground. And the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt. 2* So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, so
very heavy that there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 2> And the hail struck
throughout the whole land of Egypt, all that [was] in the field, both man and beast; and the hail struck every
herb of the field and broke every tree of the field. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel
[were], there was no hail. Exodus 9:23-26 NKJV

Moses had warned Pharaoh and told him that they should bring their servants and animals out of the fields and under
shelter or they would be killed. It says that some of Pharaoh’s officials were afraid and did bring their servants and
livestock in from the fields. [Exodus 9:20] This time Pharaoh quickly called Moses and Aaron and admitted his wrong and
begged them to stop the hailstorm. But as before, when the hail stopped, Pharaoh refused to honor his word.
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8 - Locust

Exodus 10:13 g M oses stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind on the land
all that day and all [that] night. When it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. * And the locusts went
up over all the land of Egypt and rested on all the territory of Egypt. [They were] very severe; previously there
had been no such locusts as they, nor shall there be such after them. ¥ For they covered the face of the whole
earth, so that the land was darkened; and they ate every herb of the land and all the fruit of the trees which the
hail had left. So there remained nothing green on the trees or on the plants of the field throughout all the land
of Egypt. Exodus 10:13-15 NKJV

Pharaoh again desperately summoned Moses and Aaron and confessed his wrong and begged for them to stop the
plague, but when the locusts were gone, he refused to do as he said.

9 - Darkness
Exodus 10:22 5 |\oses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt
three days. 22 They did not see one another; nor did anyone rise from his place for three days. But all the
children of Israel had light in their dwellings. Exodus 10:22-23 NKJV

Sun worship was common among ancient religions and Egypt was no exception. Probably the most prominent
designation for the sun god in Egypt was Ra.?* Here again, God made it very clear that this was no natural phenomenon.
At the same time that it was dark in Egypt, the sun shone on the Israelites. This time Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron
and said that all the people could go, but their livestock must be left behind. When Moses refused this offer and said
they needed their livestock, Pharaoh got angry and told him to never come before him again.

10 - Death of the firstborn
Exodus 11:4 Than Moses said, "Thus says the LORD: 'About midnight | will go out into the midst of Egypt; ® 'and all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the
firstborn of the female servant who [is] behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the animals. Exodus 11:4-5
NKJV

Pharaoh had defied God and said, "Who is the LORD, that | should obey His voice to let Israel go? | do not know the
LORD, nor will I let Israel go." [Exodus 5:2] God proceeded to let him know that he was the God of the waters, animals,
insects, health, weather, sun, moon, stars, and finally life and death.

What do you believe?

e In Exodus 7:3 God said He would make Pharaoh stubborn so that He could perform miraculous signs and
wonders in Egypt. Do you think God literally made Pharaoh refuse so He could get through all ten plagues?

e How important was it for the Israelites to get a fist hand demonstration of God’s power?

e Do you think it was unfair that one man’s (Pharaoh’s) stubbornness could affect the lives and deaths of so many
of his own people?

34 Wiedemann. p14. https://books.google.com/books?id=0eVGKXV4Eg4C&pg=PA14
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The Exodus

Story: Exodus 12:1 —14:31

The Exodus from Egypt is considered by many to be the birth of the Israelite or Jewish nation. Although Abraham was
the one originally called by God, both he and Isaac are fathers of more than just the Jews. Jacob who was renamed Israel
during his wrestling match with Jesus or an angel [Genesis 32:24-30] is literally the father of the Israelites. He went to
Egypt with a family, which numbered seventy males plus wives and daughters, counting Joseph and his two sons.
[Genesis 46:1-27] The Israelites left Egypt numbering 600,000 men plus women and children. [Exodus 12:37]

Passover

One major event of note that happened in conjunction with the Exodus was the start of the Jewish Passover festival. In
modern times, the Passover begins on the 15 of the month Nisan which typically occurs in March or April and is
celebrated for seven or eight days. It is probably one of the best known and most widely observed Jewish festivals.

Exodus 12:11 'And thus you shall eat it: [with] a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It [is] the LORD's Passover.

12'Eor | will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgment: | [am] the LORD. 3 'Now the blood
shall be a sign for you on the houses where you [are]. And when | see the blood, | will pass over you; and the
plague shall not be on you to destroy [you] when | strike the land of Egypt.

13S0 this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your
generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance. Exodus 12:11-14 NKJV

The first ten verses of Exodus 12 detail the instructions given to the Israelites leading up to the Exodus, including
selection and preparation of the lamb. Among these instructions was the command to make this month, Nisan, the first
month of their year going forward.

Exodus 1229 And it came to pass at midnight that the LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who [was] in the dungeon, and all the
firstborn of livestock. 3° So Pharaoh rose in the night, he, all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a
great cry in Egypt, for [there was] not a house where [there was] not one dead.

31 Then he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, "Rise, go out from among my people, both you and the
children of Israel. And go, serve the LORD as you have said. Exodus 12:29-31 NKJV

Exodus13:17 Then jt came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them [by] way of the
land of the Philistines, although that [was] near; for God said, "Lest perhaps the people change their minds when
they see war, and return to Egypt." ¥ So God led the people around [by] way of the wilderness of the Red Sea.
And the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. Exodus 13:17-18 NKJV

Exodus 13:21 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of
fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. Exodus 13:21 NKJV
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Logistics

Many different guesses have been made of the total population of Israelites that left Egypt. Estimating a wife for each
counted man and a couple children would give a very conservative estimate of about two and a half million people plus
livestock. Chances are the average number of children per household was probably closer to three or four. The logistics
of handling such a large company including movement, setting up camp and dealing with essentials such as waste, water
and food, must have taken an immense amount of planning and organization. It is probable that Moses had received
military training as he grew up an adopted son of Pharaoh. | would guess that this training along with specific
instructions from God were the reasons that Moses was able to maintain order. Another way to visualize the size of the
crowd is that if the people had actually walked in formation with 500 people per row, there would have been 5000 rows,
using the conservative estimate of 2.5 million. Allowing ten feet between rows, which is also conservative considering
that they had livestock, would have strung them out 50000 feet or almost ten miles.

Their first stop was along the shore of the Red Sea hemmed in by mountains on either side. It was as if they were
backing themselves into a corner. Meanwhile back in Egypt, Pharaoh had had some time to get over the shock and
horror of what had just happened. | believe he became angry and decided that he would bring those runaway slaves
back or slaughter them.

Parting of the Red Sea
Exodus 1429 5 the Egyptians pursued them, all the horses [and] chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army,
and overtook them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon.

10 And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after
them. So they were very afraid, and the children of Israel cried out to the LORD. ! Then they said to Moses,
"Because [there were] no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so

dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? 12"

[Is] this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, 'Let us
alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For [it would have been] better for us to serve the Egyptians than that

we should die in the wilderness."

13 And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will
accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. * "The
LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace."

15 And the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. ¢ "But lift up
your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry [ground]
through the midst of the sea. Exodus 14:9-16 NKJV

Even given the escape route of the path through the sea, mobilizing the Israelites and getting them all to the opposite
shore must have taken a lot of time. To give them time, the pillar of fire moved between them and the Egyptians,
preventing the Egyptians from reaching and attacking them. Now Pharaoh must not have been thinking very rationally
and his army must have been very afraid of him to follow his orders. How else could you explain following the Israelites
down into the Red Sea? After all the waters were miraculously parted by God to let them escape from you, He has been
blocking you from reaching them with a pillar of fire, and now you expect this God to keep the path through the sea
open so you can attack His people on the other side? The Bible says that the waters rushed back into place and
Pharaoh’s entire army drowned in the sea. | believe this miraculous demonstration along with the plagues in Egypt were
meant to give the Israelites faith in God’s power but also to make other nations fear God and not bother the Israelites.
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What do you believe?

Why did God make His people put the blood on their door posts to avoid the plague of the death of the first

born? In other words, why were they not automatically exempt like they were from most of the other plagues?
e How many Israelites do you think left Egypt?

How do you think order and communication was maintained as the Israelites moved through the wilderness?
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Ten Commandments

Story: Exodus 20:1 —20:17

1 - Have no other gods before Me
Exodus 20:1 And God spoke all these words, saying: 2 "I [am] the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3 "You shall have no other gods before Me. Exodus 20:1-3 NKJV

God had given the Israelites abundant evidence of His existence. He had also showed them how He was willing to favor
them in the plagues that they were protected from. The Egyptians worshipped many gods and He wanted the Israelites
to acknowledge Him as the only God. While this may seem self-serving or jealous, | believe that human beings naturally
seek out something or someone to admire, respect and in ways worship. After all, doesn't it seem there has always been
religion and worship of one kind or another throughout history. God knows that we are be better off worshiping a good,
loving, forgiving, all powerful God, then inanimate nature, dumb beasts, or a self-serving person. After all we would
probably not strive to be better than what we reverence and worship.>®

2 - Don't make images or idols and bow down and worship them
Exodus 2014 "y shall not make for yourself a carved image--any likeness [of anything] that [is] in heaven above, or
that [is] in the earth beneath, or that [is] in the water under the earth; ® you shall not bow down to them nor
serve them. For |, the LORD your God, [am] a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to
the third and fourth [generations] of those who hate Me, ® but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love
Me and keep My commandments. Exodus 20:4-6 NKJV

At the time, many people worshipped things in nature as gods. They would often make images or physical
representations for their chosen deities, which they would then bow down to and worship. God had already told them
that He is their only God and | believe He didn’t even want them to make an image as a representation of Him. The thing
with images is that over time, people would come to reverence the image even though they knew it was just a
representation. Isaiah presents a good logical monolog on the folly of worshipping idols made with human hands.

Exodus 44:12 Tha placksmith with the tongs works one in the coals, Fashions it with hammers, And works it with the
strength of his arms. Even so, he is hungry, and his strength fails; He drinks no water and is faint. 3 The
craftsman stretches out [his] rule, He marks one out with chalk; He fashions it with a plane, He marks it out with
the compass, And makes it like the figure of a man, According to the beauty of a man, that it may remain in the
house. ¥ He cuts down cedars for himself, And takes the cypress and the oak; He secures [it] for himself among
the trees of the forest. He plants a pine, and the rain nourishes [it]. *> Then it shall be for a man to burn, For he
will take some of it and warm himself; Yes, he kindles [it] and bakes bread; Indeed he makes a god and worships
[it]; He makes it a carved image, and falls down to it. 1® He burns half of it in the fire; With this half he eats meat;
He roasts a roast, and is satisfied. He even warms [himself] and says, "Ah! | am warm, | have seen the fire."

17 And the rest of it he makes into a god, His carved image. He falls down before it and worships [it], Prays to it
and says, "Deliver me, for you [are] my god!" Isaiah 44:12-17 NKJV

35 Goldstein, Clifford. Life without limits. Review and Herald Publishing Association, 2007, p147.
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3 -Don'tuse God's name in vain
Exodus 20:7 'y g shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold [him] guiltless
who takes His name in vain. Exodus 20:7 NKJV

Now this is an interesting one to me. | think in our culture in America, even among people who call themselves
Christians, it has become very accepted to use the expression “Oh my god.” In my opinion, this is a direct violation of the
third commandment. But here is a little food for thought. If you use the expression “my word” or “my goodness,” what
is the context in which you are using it? Is it the same context in which someone uses “my god?” Now add to that the
fact that Jesus is referred to as the “Word” [John 1], or when Moses asked to see God, He said | will make “My
Goodness” pass before you [Exodus 33:19]. In Matthew 5:33-37 where Jesus is teaching by giving the people examples

of things they have done, then telling them what is better. One of those examples is about vows or oaths, which is not
directly bearing on this, but | believe is related.

4 - Keep the Sabbath holy
Exodus 20:8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. ° Six days you shall labor and do all your work, *° but the
seventh day [is] the Sabbath of the LORD your God. [In it] you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your
daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who [is] within your
gates. ! For [in] six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that [is] in them, and rested
the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. Exodus 20:8-11 NKJV

Up to this point, we have commands detailing our relationship with God. But who is this God and why is He entitled to
our worship and our respect? Traditionally when a law is passed, someone who has been given the authority must sign
the law into effect. Along with their signature is their title or position which gives them this authority. In this case, God
has the authority to pass these laws because He made us. So, in a sense, you could say this commandment contains

t.3 Now what about this fourth

God’s signature, which validates the law. Uriah Smith argues this to make a different poin
commandment? It seems that the majority of Bible believing Christians have conveniently decided to ignore multiple
aspects of this fourth commandment. First, the majority of Bible believing Christians worship on the first day of the week
rather than the seventh. Secondly, aside from going to church the majority do not treat this day as special. There are
some who would say that the Ten Commandments were only given to the Jews and hence this commandment does not
apply to them. However, we should remember that that Sabbath was established at creation, before there were Jews. |
believe God wisely gave us this day for our own good. As a student in school, | remember looking forward to the Sabbath
as a day when | could, without guilt, ignore my homework and studying for a day. As a working person, | can use it to
force me to put aside work which can consume so much of my time. But rather than only look at what not to do, why
not look at what to do on the Sabbath. It gives me the time to worship God, and to spend time with family and friends. It
also gives me time to do good things for other people. In fact, | would argue that regardless of how strenuous or hard
the work, it is probably good and acceptable to do anything on the Sabbath if it is completely for the good of others and

not yourself. | believe Jesus' many healings on the Sabbath support this line of thinking.

5 - Honor your parents
Exodus 20:12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your
God is giving you. Exodus 20:12 NKJV

36 Smith. 2005. p457 http://books.google.com/books?id=b1n7CNubUDsC&pg=PA457; 1907. p525
http://books.google.com/books?id=00FDAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA525
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This commandment has often been called the commandment with a promise. Honoring parents is a special case of
honoring elders in general. Is the blessing for keeping this commandment something that God has to give to keep His
end of the bargain, or is it a natural law? Does a society naturally live longer, fuller, happier lives if they honor their
elders and parents in specific?

6 - Do not murder
Exodus 20:13 'y 5 shall not murder. Exodus 20:13 NKJV

7 - Do not commit adultery
Exodus 20:14 "y 5y shall not commit adultery. Exodus 20:14 NKJV

8 - Do not steal
Exodus 20:15 "'y 5 shall not steal. Exodus 20:15 NKJV

9 - Do not lie
Exodus 20:16 "y 5y shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. Exodus 20:16 NKJV

Commandments six, eight and nine are common sense civil laws that probably exist in almost every single nation and
culture.

Seven is a common sense law which is enforced in some cultures and not others but is frowned upon even in countries
where it is not enforced as a civil law. The word adultery in this case refers to having sexual relations with someone
besides your marriage partner. Contrary to what some may think, this commandment doesn’t specifically address pre-
marital sex. There are other places where the Bible addresses this topic. At the time, there really was no pre-marital sex
because if two consenting adults had sex, they were declared married, unless the father objected [Exodus 22:16-17]. If

the woman was not consenting, obviously it was rape.

To be fair, #9 doesn’t say not to lie. So, is God ok with us lying as long as we are not lying against our neighbor in court?
There are examples in the Bible of people lying to protect the innocent, or God’s people [Joshua 2:3-7]. Many people
who protected Jews lied to the Germans. | think this goes back to the natural law, or laws of nature that | mentioned for
the fifth commandment. | think if you lie for your own benefit, or just lie because you don’t care, it will usually come
back to hurt you. Perhaps people will lie to you more, or for sure people will not trust what you say. | think in general it
says something about your character.

10 - Do not covet
Exodus 20:17 "y 5y shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male
servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that [is] your neighbor's." Exodus 20:17
NKJV

Finally, the commandment on coveting is next to impossible to enforce because it has to do with thoughts. However,
breaking the tenth is generally a precursor to breaking the seventh or eighth. This one also says something to us about
being content with what you have.

The words quoted in these verses were words spoken by God from Mount Sinai. He subsequently wrote these
commands on two tables of stone and gave them to Moses. In summary, the first four commandments have to do with
our relationship with God and the later six with our fellow man.
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What do you believe?

e Do you think the Ten Commandments are Jewish laws or are the laws for all people?
e Do you think these laws are all equally important?
e Do you believe it is important to keep the fourth commandment literally?
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Food and water in the wilderness

Story: Exodus 15:1 —17:7, Numbers 11:1 —11:35, Numbers 20:1-12

| had conservatively estimated that there were 2.5 million Israelites leaving Egypt. Just for the sake of illustrating a point,
let’s assume each person used one gallon of water per day, for drinking, cleaning, cooking and livestock. A typical tanker
truck can carry somewhere around 5,500 to 9,000 gallons.?” If we rounded up to 10,000 gallons to make the math easy,
2,500,000 gallons (using one gallon per person) divided by 10,000 gallons/truck would be on the order of 250 large
tanker trucks every single day.

After leaving the Red Sea, the site of their miraculous deliverance from the Egyptian army, the Israelites traveled for
three days without finding water. When they came to an oasis and found the water bitter, they turned to Moses and
started complaining. Now the people could rightfully be concerned about finding water, but they should have trusted
that since God was leading them, He would not allow them to die of thirst in the dessert. Exodus 15:22-25 says that God
performed another miracle for them and made the water drinkable.

Exodus 16:1 Ang they journeyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came to the Wilderness
of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they departed from the
land of Egypt. 2 Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron in
the wilderness. 3 And the children of Israel said to them, "Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat [and] when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out
into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger." Exodus 16:1-3 NKJV

I’'m going to guess that they were just running out of the food that they had brought from Egypt at this time. I'm sure
they also realized that there was no way that such a large congregation of people would be able to live off the land.
Given the circumstances, | think they could rightly be concerned, but they should have remembered that God was taking
care of them.

Exodus 16:11 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 "l have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to
them, saying, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. And you shall
know that | [am] the LORD your God.""

13 So it was that quails came up at evening and covered the camp, and in the morning the dew lay all around the
camp. * And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance,
[as] fine as frost on the ground. ** So when the children of Israel saw [it], they said to one another, "What is it?"
For they did not know what it [was]. And Moses said to them, "This [is] the bread which the LORD has given you
to eat. Exodus 16:11-15 NKJV

Exodus 1631 Apd the house of Israel called its name Manna. And it [was] like white coriander seed, and the taste of
it [was] like wafers [made] with honey. Exodus 16:31 NKJV

37 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tank truck
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God chose to use this opportunity to remind the people about the Sabbath. They would receive the manna six days a
week and were to only collect enough for the day except on Friday when they were to collect enough for two days. Then
on Sabbath, there would be no manna to collect, but the extra that they had collected on Friday, which on any other day
would have gone bad, was still fresh on Sabbath. The really interesting thing to note about this is that they had still not
received the Ten Commandments, the fourth of which reminds us to keep the Sabbath holy.

Exedus 17:1 Then 3l the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey from the Wilderness of Sin,
according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped in Rephidim; but [there was] no water for the people
to drink. 2 Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, "Give us water, that we may drink." So Moses
said to them, "Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the LORD?"

3 And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, and said, "Why [is] it you
have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?"

4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "What shall | do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me!"

> And the LORD said to Moses, "Go on before the people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also

take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and go. ® "Behold, | will stand before you there on

the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink." And
Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. Exodus 17:1-6 NKJV

Once again the people found themselves in need of water and once again instead of believing that God would provide,
they complained. This time God simply created a river that flowed out of a rock to supply the water needed.

Numbers 11:4 N ow the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so the children of Israel
also wept again and said: "Who will give us meat to eat? > "We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt,
the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; ® "but now our whole being [is] dried up; [there
is] nothing at all except this manna [before] our eyes!" Numbers 11:4-6 NKJV

Numbers 11:10 Then Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, everyone at the door of his tent;
and the anger of the LORD was greatly aroused; Moses also was displeased. ! So Moses said to the LORD, "Why
have You afflicted Your servant? And why have | not found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the burden of
all these people on me? Numbers 11:10-11 NKJV

Numbers 11:18 "Thap you shall say to the people, 'Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat; for
you have wept in the hearing of the LORD, saying, "Who will give us meat to eat? For [it was] well with us in
Egypt." Therefore the LORD will give you meat, and you shall eat. ¥ 'You shall eat, not one day, nor two days,
nor five days, nor ten days, nor twenty days, 2° 'but [for] a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils and
becomes loathsome to you, because you have despised the LORD who is among you, and have wept before Him,
saying, "Why did we ever come up out of Egypt?" ' " Number 11:18-20 NKJV

Numbers 1131 Now a wind went out from the LORD, and it brought quail from the sea and left [them] fluttering near
the camp, about a day's journey on this side and about a day's journey on the other side, all around the camp,
and about two cubits above the surface of the ground. 32 And the people stayed up all that day, all night, and all
the next day, and gathered the quail (he who gathered least gathered ten homers); and they spread [them] out
for themselves all around the camp. 3 But while the meat [was] still between their teeth, before it was chewed,
the wrath of the LORD was aroused against the people, and the LORD struck the people with a very great
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plague. ** So he called the name of that place Kibroth Hattaavah, because there they buried the people who had
yielded to craving. Numbers 11:31-34 NKJV

This mixed multitude, was kind of like a thirteenth tribe. They were made up mostly of Egyptians who had followed the
Israelites out of Egypt. They probably did this because they were so impressed with the power of Israel’s God, but
probably didn’t think of Him as the one and only god. | believe it was this mixed multitude that started the complaint for
meat, but it didn’t take long for some of the Israelites to join in.

Numbers 20:1 Than the children of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the Wilderness of Zin in the first month,
and the people stayed in Kadesh; and Miriam died there and was buried there.

2 Now there was no water for the congregation; so they gathered together against Moses and Aaron. 3 And the
people contended with Moses and spoke, saying: "If only we had died when our brethren died before the LORD!
4 "Why have you brought up the assembly of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our animals should die
here? ®> "And why have you made us come up out of Egypt, to bring us to this evil place? It [is] not a place of
grain or figs or vines or pomegranates; nor [is] there any water to drink." ® So Moses and Aaron went from the
presence of the assembly to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and they fell on their faces. And the glory of
the LORD appeared to them.

" Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, & "Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the congregation
together. Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you shall bring water for them out
of the rock, and give drink to the congregation and their animals." ° So Moses took the rod from before the
LORD as He commanded him.

10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said to them, "Hear now, you
rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this rock?" ! Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice
with his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the congregation and their animals drank. ! Then the LORD
spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe Mg, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel,
therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which | have given them." Numbers 20:1-12 NKJV

This last incident occurred very near the end of the forty years of wandering in the wilderness. Unfortunately for Moses,
he DIDN’'T do as he was told. God told him to speak to the rock, but instead he struck the rock as he had been
commanded to do when God brought water from the rock at the start of the wilderness wanderings. Because of this
disobedience, Moses and Aaron were not allowed to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land.

What do you believe?

e Why did God wait until the Israelites were so hungry or thirsty that they started complaining before performing
miracles to meet their needs?

e  When the Bible says the people complained, it makes it sound like they all complained. What percentage of the
people do you think were actually involved in the complaining and do you think it generally started with the
mixed multitude?

e Do you think it was too harsh a punishment to not allow Moses to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land
after such a seemingly small mistake?
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Sanctuary

Story: Exodus 25-31, Exodus 35:10-40:38, Leviticus 1-9, Leviticus 16-17, Leviticus 21-22, Leviticus 24:1-9, Numbers 3-4,
Numbers 8

When Israel came out of Egypt, one of their first stops was Mount Sinai where they received the ten commandments
and their other civil and religious laws. It was there where they also received the plans for the sanctuary which was the
mobile predecessor to the famous Jewish temple. We are not given the dimension in units of measure that we use today
but we have a pretty good idea of the size, based on estimates that a cubit in Bible times was probably 18-20 inches.?®

Exodus 251 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 "Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring Me an offering.
From everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My offering. 3 "And this [is] the offering which
you shall take from them: gold, silver, and bronze; * "blue, purple, and scarlet [thread], fine linen, and goats'
[hair]; > "ram skins dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood; © "oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil
and for the sweet incense; 7 "onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate. & "And let
them make Me a sanctuary, that | may dwell among them. ° "According to all that | show you, [that is], the
pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make [it]. Exodus 25:1-9 NKJV

Whether he saw a literal model or a vision, we don't know but Moses was actually "shown" what to build and then he
wrote it down in words. Clearly, he would have been able to clarify the details and answer the questions the craftsmen
had. Since we don't have Moses to answer our questions, then we don't really know exactly what each piece of furniture
looked like, but that hasn't stopped us from imagining. | have included links to pictures to fuel the imagination, but
rather than choose just one, | will include a hyperlink to a google image search for each piece.

Ark of the covenant
Exodus 25:10 "And they shall make an ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits [shall be] its length, a cubit and a half
its width, and a cubit and a half its height. ! "And you shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall
overlay it, and shall make on it a molding of gold all around. 2 "You shall cast four rings of gold for it, and put
[them] in its four corners; two rings [shall be] on one side, and two rings on the other side. ** "And you shall
make poles [of] acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. ** "You shall put the poles into the rings on the sides
of the ark, that the ark may be carried by them. > "The poles shall be in the rings of the ark; they shall not be
taken from it. ! "And you shall put into the ark the Testimony which | will give you.

17'You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold; two and a half cubits [shall be] its length and a cubit and a half its
width. 8 "And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work you shall make them at the two ends of
the mercy seat. ¥ "Make one cherub at one end, and the other cherub at the other end; you shall make the
cherubim at the two ends of it [of one piece] with the mercy seat. 2° "And the cherubim shall stretch out [their]
wings above, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and they shall face one another; the faces of the
cherubim [shall be] toward the mercy seat. 2! "You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you
shall put the Testimony that | will give you. 22 "And there | will meet with you, and | will speak with you from

38 Smith, William (Editor). Dictionary of the Bible. London, 1863, p 1737.
http://books.google.com/books?id=kvwCAAAAQAAI&pg=PA1737
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above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which [are] on the ark of the Testimony, about
everything which | will give you in commandment to the children of Israel. Exodus 25:10-22 NKJV

The ark of the covenant should undoubtedly be considered the most holy piece of furniture in the sanctuary. It was to
contain the ten commandments, engraved by God Himself onto stone tablets, and to be located in the most holy place
in the sanctuary. The mercy seat above the ark was the place where God would come and manifest His presence among
the Israelites. There is no description of the mercy seat except for the fact that it was between the two cherubim on the
lid of the ark. The fact that it was called a "seat" and was a location for his presence probably meant that it was symbolic
of the throne of God in heaven. The word "mercy" is very fitting as well since the sanctuary is about forgiving sin through
the sacrifice of a substitute.

http://www.google.com/search?q=ark+of+the+covenant&espv=210&es sm=93&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=9gaz
UrTFEN47hoATS04CYCQ&ved=0CAkQ AUoAQ&biw=1920&bih=954

Table of showbread
Exodus 2523 ny 5 shall also make a table of acacia wood; two cubits [shall be] its length, a cubit its width, and a
cubit and a half its height. 2* "And you shall overlay it with pure gold, and make a molding of gold all around.
25 "You shall make for it a frame of a handbreadth all around, and you shall make a gold molding for the frame all
around. ¢ "And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and put the rings on the four corners that [are] at its four
legs. 27 "The rings shall be close to the frame, as holders for the poles to bear the table. 2 "And you shall make
the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, that the table may be carried with them. ?° "You shall
make its dishes, its pans, its pitchers, and its bowls for pouring. You shall make them of pure gold. 3° "And you
shall set the showbread on the table before Me always. Exodus 25:23-30 NKJV

Leviticus 24:5 " And you shall take fine flour and bake twelve cakes with it. Two-tenths [of an ephah] shall be in each
cake. ® "You shall set them in two rows, six in a row, on the pure [gold] table before the LORD. 7 "And you shall
put pure frankincense on [each] row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, an offering made by fire to the
LORD. & "Every Sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD continually, [being taken] from the children of
Israel by an everlasting covenant. ° "And it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in a holy place;
for it [is] most holy to him from the offerings of the LORD made by fire, by a perpetual statute." Leviticus 24:5-9
NKJV

In his last supper with the disciples before he died, Jesus said that the bread they broke and ate was a symbol of his
body that would be broken for them. [Matthew 26:26, Mark 14:22, Luke 22:19] Then in John, multiple times Jesus said "I
am the bread of life" and that those who ate this bread would have eternal life. [John 6:35, John 6:48, John 6:50-51,
John 6:58]

http://www.google.com/search?q=table+of+showbread&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=1QvDUoCNBZH80ATW30oD
wAg&sqi=2&ved=0CAcQ AUoAQ&biw=1920&bih=954

Golden lampstand
Exodus 25:31 "y g shall also make a lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be of hammered work. Its shaft, its
branches, its bowls, its [ornamental] knobs, and flowers shall be [of one piece]. 32 "And six branches shall come
out of its sides: three branches of the lampstand out of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the
other side. 3 "Three bowls [shall be] made like almond [blossoms] on one branch, [with] an [ornamental] knob
and a flower, and three bowls made like almond [blossoms] on the other branch, [with] an [ornamental] knob
and a flower--and so for the six branches that come out of the lampstand. 3* "On the lampstand itself four bowls
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[shall be] made like almond [blossoms, each with] its [ornamental] knob and flower. 3> "And [there shall be] a
knob under the [first] two branches of the same, a knob under the [second] two branches of the same, and a
knob under the [third] two branches of the same, according to the six branches that extend from the lampstand.
36 "Their knobs and their branches [shall be of one piece]; all of it [shall be] one hammered piece of pure gold.

37 "You shall make seven lamps for it, and they shall arrange its lamps so that they give light in front of it. 3 "And
its wick-trimmers and their trays [shall be] of pure gold. 3° "It shall be made of a talent of pure gold, with all
these utensils. ° "And see to it that you make [them] according to the pattern which was shown you on the
mountain. Exodus 25:31-40 NKJV

Leviticus 24:1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 "Command the children of Israel that they bring to you pure
oil of pressed olives for the light, to make the lamps burn continually. 3 "Outside the veil of the Testimony, in the
tabernacle of meeting, Aaron shall be in charge of it from evening until morning before the LORD continually; [it
shall be] a statute forever in your generations. # "He shall be in charge of the lamps on the pure [gold] lampstand
before the LORD continually. Leviticus 24:1-4 NKJV

For symbolism let's look at the oil first. It was commonly used in the Old Testament for anointing, a symbol of being
chosen by God. For just a couple examples out of many, Samuel anointed Saul [1 Samuel 10:1] and David [1 Samuel
16:13] as the first two kings of Israel. Following the theme of anointing with oil, the Spirit of the Lord, is directly
connected to anointing in the life of Jesus and the actions he performed.

Luke &:18 "Tha Spirit of the LORD [is] upon Me,

Because He has anointed Me

To preach the gospel to [the] poor;

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to [the] captives

And recovery of sight to [the] blind,

To set at liberty those who are oppressed,;

9 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." Luke 4:18-19 NKJV [Isaiah 61:1]

Next let's take a look at the oil lamp. Jesus told a parable about ten virgins and their oil lamps, symbolizing people
waiting for His second coming. [Matthew 25:1-13] If oil provides the fuel to produce light, then when Jesus said to let
our light shine so that people will see our good works and glorify God, perhaps it is logical to assume the light is equated
with good works fueled by the presence of the Holy Spirit in us. Is it fair to say that without oil there is no light?

Matthew 5:16 ") ot your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven. Matthew 5:16 NKJV

In Revelation, John wrote that he saw seven lamps of fire before the throne of God in heaven and he said they were the
seven Spirits of God. [Revelation 4:5]

It seems that the oil represents the Spirit of God or the Holy Spirit. Moses must have instructed the workmen on the size
of the lampstand, but he neglected to write it down.

http://www.google.com/search?q=golden+lampstand&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=rQvDUrykGseEogTruoGoCA&s
qi=2&ved=0CAcQ AUoAQ&biw=1920&bih=954
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Altar of incense
Exodus 30:1 'y shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make it of acacia wood. 2 "A cubit [shall be] its
length and a cubit its width--it shall be square--and two cubits [shall be] its height. Its horns [shall be] of one
piece with it. 3 "And you shall overlay its top, its sides all around, and its horns with pure gold; and you shall
make for it a molding of gold all around. 4 "Two gold rings you shall make for it, under the molding on both its
sides. You shall place [them] on its two sides, and they will be holders for the poles with which to bear it. > "You
shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. ® "And you shall put it before the veil that [is]
before the ark of the Testimony, before the mercy seat that [is] over the Testimony, where | will meet with you.

7 "Aaron shall burn on it sweet incense every morning; when he tends the lamps, he shall burn incense on it.

8 "And when Aaron lights the lamps at twilight, he shall burn incense on it, a perpetual incense before the LORD
throughout your generations. ° "You shall not offer strange incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering;
nor shall you pour a drink offering on it. 1° "And Aaron shall make atonement upon its horns once a year with the
blood of the sin offering of atonement; once a year he shall make atonement upon it throughout your
generations. It [is] most holy to the LORD." Exodus 30:1-10 NKJV

The incense was to rise up over the veil and enter the most holy place which is where the presence of God is. So, what is
the incense a symbol of?

Psalm 1412 | ot my prayer be set before You [as] incense, The lifting up of my hands [as] the evening sacrifice. Psalm
141:2 NKJV

LChronicles 6:49 Bt Agron and his sons offered sacrifices on the altar of burnt offering and on the altar of incense, for
all the work of the Most Holy [Place], and to make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant
of God had commanded. 1 Chronicles 6:49 NKJV

It was symbolic of prayers especially those offered on behalf of the people by the priests. Like the blood which it was
also mingled with on the horns of the altar, the incense was also a symbol for atonement, or covering of sins.

http://www.google.com/search?qg=altar+of+incense&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=kAvDUtKhC4z00ASK|YGgCg&sqi
=2&ved=0CAcQ AUo0AQ&biw=1920&bih=954

Boards and sockets
Exodus 26:15 "And for the tabernacle you shall make the boards of acacia wood, standing upright. 1® "Ten cubits
[shall be] the length of a board, and a cubit and a half [shall be] the width of each board. ¥ "Two tenons [shall
be] in each board for binding one to another. Thus you shall make for all the boards of the tabernacle. *® "And
you shall make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards for the south side. *° "You shall make forty sockets
of silver under the twenty boards: two sockets under each of the boards for its two tenons. 2° "And for the
second side of the tabernacle, the north side, [there shall be] twenty boards %! "and their forty sockets of silver:
two sockets under each of the boards. 22 "For the far side of the tabernacle, westward, you shall make six
boards. 2 "And you shall also make two boards for the two back corners of the tabernacle. >* "They shall be
coupled together at the bottom and they shall be coupled together at the top by one ring. Thus it shall be for
both of them. They shall be for the two corners. % "So there shall be eight boards with their sockets of silver--
sixteen sockets--two sockets under each of the boards.

26 "And you shall make bars of acacia wood: five for the boards on one side of the tabernacle, 2’ "five bars for the
boards on the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the side of the tabernacle, for the far
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side westward. 2 "The middle bar shall pass through the midst of the boards from end to end. % "You shall
overlay the boards with gold, make their rings of gold [as] holders for the bars, and overlay the bars with gold.
30 "And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern which you were shown on the mountain.
Exodus 26:15-30 NASB

| believe there was an exact pattern that was followed in the construction of these boards, but the verbal description
does not seem sufficient to eliminate variations in interpretation. From my perspective, it is sufficient to see it as a one
third/two thirds ratio between the most holy place and the holy place of the tabernacle. The height of the walls was to
be 10 cubits and depending on how they went together, the most holy place could have been a cube. The boards
formed three walls, for the sides and back of the sanctuary. There were no boards on the entrance side or for the ceiling.

http://www.google.com/search?g=moses+sanctuary+boards+and+sockets&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=dwvDUral
G5bfoAS2goKIDA&ved=0CAcQ AU0AQ&biw=1920&bih=954

Curtains of linen
Exodus 26:1 "\oreover you shall make the tabernacle [with] ten curtains [of] fine woven linen, and blue, purple, and
scarlet [thread]; with artistic designs of cherubim you shall weave them. 2 "The length of each curtain [shall be]
twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each curtain four cubits. And every one of the curtains shall have the same
measurements. 3 "Five curtains shall be coupled to one another, and [the other] five curtains [shall be] coupled
to one another. 4 "And you shall make loops of blue [yarn] on the edge of the curtain on the selvedge of [one]
set, and likewise you shall do on the outer edge of [the other] curtain of the second set. ® "Fifty loops you shall
make in the one curtain, and fifty loops you shall make on the edge of the curtain that [is] on the end of the
second set, that the loops may be clasped to one another. ® "And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and couple
the curtains together with the clasps, so that it may be one tabernacle. Exodus 26:1-6 NKJV

Exodus 36:8 Then 3| the gifted artisans among them who worked on the tabernacle made ten curtains woven of fine
linen, and of blue, purple, and scarlet [thread; with] artistic designs of cherubim they made them. Exodus 36:8
NKJV

For the curtains, | think there was also a specific way they were to be hung, but we seem to be left with some ambiguity
as to exactly how it was done. | believe these curtains had angels embroidered on them and were used as a ceiling and
wall coverings. Once joined together, there were 40x28 square cubits of curtain area. The tabernacle was 10 cubits high
and 30 cubits long, so the 28-cubit length could have gone from the floor up to virtually the top of the wall, then across
the ceiling and back down to the floor. The 40 cubits with a fourth of the length gathered could have covered the 30-
cubit length.

http://www.google.com/search?q=moses+sanctuary+tabernacle+tembroidered+curtain&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&
ei=WAvDUvDJDIzvoATX84CACw&ved=0CAcQ AUoAQ&biw=1920&bih=954

Curtains of goat hair
Exodus 267 "y shall also make curtains of goats' [hair], to be a tent over the tabernacle. You shall make eleven
curtains. & "The length of each curtain [shall be] thirty cubits, and the width of each curtain four cubits; and the
eleven curtains shall all have the same measurements. ° "And you shall couple five curtains by themselves and
six curtains by themselves, and you shall double over the sixth curtain at the forefront of the tent. 1° "You shall
make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in [one] set, and fifty loops on the edge of the
curtain of the second set. ! "And you shall make fifty bronze clasps, put the clasps into the loops, and couple the
tent together, that it may be one. 12 "The remnant that remains of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain that
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remains, shall hang over the back of the tabernacle. ** "And a cubit on one side and a cubit on the other side, of
what remains of the length of the curtains of the tent, shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle, on this side
and on that side, to cover it.

14 "You shall also make a covering of ram skins dyed red for the tent, and a covering of badger skins above that.
Exodus 26:7-14 NKJV

It appears that there were to be three layers to be stretched over the rigid walls as a tent covering for the tabernacle.
The first layer was a cloth made from goat hair. The second layer of rams' skin sounds like what we call the leather hide.
The third and outer most layer was to be made from the skin of ¥nn, taha3®® which the Strong's concordance says could
be a badger, dugong, dolphin, sheep, or an animal that is now extinct. The entire surface area of the under layer of goat
hair was 30x44 square cubits, which was understandably larger the inner curtains. Details are given about the
overlapping portions on the two ends, but nothing is said about how the tent covering is to be secured along the long
edge.

http://www.google.com/search?g=moses+tabernacle+tent+covering&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=OAvDUouuFM
60ATCn4HgBA&ved=0CAcQ AUoAQ&biw=1920&bih=954

Veil and screen
Exodus 2631 "y 5 shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet [thread], and fine woven linen. It shall be
woven with an artistic design of cherubim. 32 "You shall hang it upon the four pillars of acacia [wood] overlaid
with gold. Their hooks [shall be] gold, upon four sockets of silver. 33 "And you shall hang the veil from the clasps.
Then you shall bring the ark of the Testimony in there, behind the veil. The veil shall be a divider for you
between the holy [place] and the Most Holy. 3* "You shall put the mercy seat upon the ark of the Testimony in
the Most Holy. 3° "You shall set the table outside the veil, and the lampstand across from the table on the side of
the tabernacle toward the south; and you shall put the table on the north side.

3% "You shall make a screen for the door of the tabernacle, [woven of] blue, purple, and scarlet [thread], and fine
woven linen, made by a weaver. 3’ "And you shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia [wood], and overlay
them with gold; their hooks [shall be] gold, and you shall cast five sockets of bronze for them. Exodus 26:31-37
NKJV

The veil was to separate the holy from the most holy place and was to be hung from four pillars along the boundary
between the two compartments. The screen was essentially the doorway into the holy place and was hung on five pillars
across the entrance.

http://www.google.com/search?q=most+holy+place+veil&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=EQvDUv2EDZTdoATc40L4B
g&ved=0CAcQ AUoAQ&biw=1920&bih=954

Bronze altar
Exodus 27:1 "y gy shall make an altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits wide--the altar shall be square--
and its height [shall be] three cubits. 2 "You shall make its horns on its four corners; its horns shall be of one
piece with it. And you shall overlay it with bronze. 3 "Also you shall make its pans to receive its ashes, and its
shovels and its basins and its forks and its firepans; you shall make all its utensils of bronze. # "You shall make a
grate for it, a network of bronze; and on the network you shall make four bronze rings at its four corners. > "You

39 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h8476/nkjv/wlc/0-1/
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shall put it under the rim of the altar beneath, that the network may be midway up the altar. ® "And you shall
make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze. 7 "The poles shall be put in the
rings, and the poles shall be on the two sides of the altar to bear it. 8 "You shall make it hollow with boards; as it
was shown you on the mountain, so shall they make [it]. Exodus 27:1-8 NKJV

The bronze altar of sacrifice was to be outside the tabernacle in the courtyard. The structure was wood covered with
bronze. It was square and relatively large, with the edge of five cubits, being longer than the height of a man. The grate
on which the sacrifices were to be burned was hung at 1.5 cubits or halfway up the 3 cubit height of the altar. The coal
and ashes would fall through the grate and be shoveled out periodically.

http://www.google.com/search?qg=sanctuary+tabernacle+bronze+altar+of+sacrifice&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=
7wrDUseEDYXnoASpt4CoCA&ved=0CAcQ AUoAQ&biw=1920&bih=954

The laver
Exodus 30:17 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 8 "You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base also of
bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water in
it, 1 "for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet in water from it. 2° "When they go into the
tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the
LORD, they shall wash with water, lest they die. 2! "So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die.
And it shall be a statute forever to them--to him and his descendants throughout their generations." Exodus
30:17-21 NKJV

The laver was kind of like a big washtub where the priests were to wash their hands and feet before entering the
tabernacle. Here the symbolism seems pretty clear that sin, represented by dirtiness was to be washed off before
entering the presence of God. If sin cannot exist in the presence of God, then the sin must be washed off first or the
carrier of the sin would be destroyed along with the sin in His presence. I'm sure Moses knew exactly how big the laver
was to be made, but he neglected to write it down.

Solomon, who built the first temple which was to replace the sanctuary, did give dimensions for the laver he built. But
since the temple Solomon built was bigger, it is a pretty sure bet that the laver he built was bigger.

LKings 7:23 And he made the Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the other; [it was] completely round.
Its height [was] five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits measured its circumference.

24 Below its brim [were] ornamental buds encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, all the way around the Sea. The
ornamental buds [were] cast in two rows when it was cast. 2° It stood on twelve oxen: three looking toward the
north, three looking toward the west, three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east; the
Sea [was set] upon them, and all their back parts [pointed] inward. 2° It [was] a handbreadth thick; and its brim
was shaped like the brim of a cup, [like] a lily blossom. It contained two thousand baths. 1 Kings 7:23-26 NKJV

http://www.google.com/search?q=sanctuary+tabernacle+laver&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=IQrDUpOWJdf
00ATPilGgBg&ved=0CDQQsAQ&biw=1920&bih=954

The courtyard
Exodus 279 "y g shall also make the court of the tabernacle. For the south side [there shall be] hangings for the
court [made of] fine woven linen, one hundred cubits long for one side. ¥ "And its twenty pillars and their
twenty sockets [shall be] bronze. The hooks of the pillars and their bands [shall be] silver. 1! "Likewise along the
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length of the north side [there shall be] hangings one hundred [cubits] long, with its twenty pillars and their
twenty sockets of bronze, and the hooks of the pillars and their bands of silver.

12vAnd along the width of the court on the west side [shall be] hangings of fifty cubits, with their ten pillars and
their ten sockets. 13 "The width of the court on the east side [shall be] fifty cubits. 1* "The hangings on [one] side
[of the gate shall be] fifteen cubits, [with] their three pillars and their three sockets. 1* "And on the other side
[shall be] hangings of fifteen [cubits, with] their three pillars and their three sockets.

16 "Eor the gate of the court [there shall be] a screen twenty cubits long, [woven of] blue, purple, and scarlet
[thread], and fine woven linen, made by a weaver. It [shall have] four pillars and four sockets. ¥’ "All the pillars
around the court shall have bands of silver; their hooks [shall be] of silver and their sockets of bronze. ¥ "The
length of the court [shall be] one hundred cubits, the width fifty throughout, and the height five cubits, [made
of] fine woven linen, and its sockets of bronze. ¥ "All the utensils of the tabernacle for all its service, all its pegs,
and all the pegs of the court, [shall be] of bronze.

20"And you shall command the children of Israel that they bring you pure oil of pressed olives for the light, to
cause the lamp to burn continually. 2 "In the tabernacle of meeting, outside the veil which [is] before the
Testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening until morning before the LORD. [It shall be] a statute
forever to their generations on behalf of the children of Israel. Exodus 27:9-21 NKJV

| find it interesting that the ratio of the length of the courtyard to that of the tabernacle was approximately 3:1 which is
the same ratio of the sanctuary to that of the most holy place. The courtyard was rectangular in shape, 100x50 cubits
walled with a linen curtain. The height of 5 cubits was such that people would not be able to peer over the walls unless
they were standing on something. | doubt there was any intent to keep people from peering over the walls into the
courtyard, but definitely to keep people from hopping the fence. There was to be only one entrance which is symbolic of
Jesus based on His statement:

lohn 146 Jasys said to him, "l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
John 14:6 NKJV

| found it interesting that in the time of Jesus, that many people were excluded from the courtyard of the temple. In fact,
in addition to the courtyard where the altar and laver were, there was a court for women, and further out was the court
for gentiles. There was a court for women because only Israelite males were allowed in the courtyard where the altar of
sacrifice was. Even lower was the court for gentiles who were not even allowed in the court for women.*° By doing this,
the Jews of the time were greatly reducing access to God and forgiveness for sin. This was not a problem for them
because as far as they were concerned, Jews were the only people who could be saved anyways. | don't think this was
God's original plan because | didn't find any law in the books of Moses either directly or indirectly restricting Israelite
women from the sanctuary courtyard. There was a law in Deuteronomy 23 which restricted certain classes and races of

people from the assembly or congregation of Israel. However, | think most scholars interpret this as a restriction from
holding civil office, but even this doesn't restrict women.

Deuteronomy 23:1 "He who is emasculated by crushing or mutilation shall not enter the assembly of the LORD.

40 Jennings, David. Jewish Antiquities. London, William Baynes and son, 1823, p 361.
http://books.google.com/books?id=oK82AAAAMAAI&pg=PA361
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2"0One of illegitimate birth shall not enter the assembly of the LORD; even to the tenth generation none of his
[descendants] shall enter the assembly of the LORD.

3"An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the assembly of the LORD; even to the tenth generation none of his
[descendants] shall enter the assembly of the LORD forever, * "because they did not meet you with bread and
water on the road when you came out of Egypt, and because they hired against you Balaam the son of Beor
from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse you. > "Nevertheless the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam, but
the LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing for you, because the LORD your God loves you.  "You shall
not seek their peace nor their prosperity all your days forever.

7 "You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he [is] your brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian, because you were
an alien in his land. 8 "The children of the third generation born to them may enter the assembly of the LORD.
Deuteronomy 23:1-8 NKJV

The fact that all who choose to accept Jesus are all equal is made very clear by the apostle Paul in his letter to the
Galatians.

Galatians 3:26 For yoy are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. 2 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 2° And if you [are] Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise. Galatians 3:26-29 NKJV

http://www.google.com/search?q=tabernacle+courtyard&source=Inms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=MAnDUo0SzMIXboAThkYHo
CA&ved=0CAcQ AUoAQ&biw=1920&bih=954

Floor plan

Here is a simple overhead floor plan drawn to scale, except for laver and lampstand (because | don't have dimensions).
We do not have measurements for the placement of items, so they are simply laid out in a uniform arrangement. The
position of the three pieces in the holy place relative to each other is by instruction, but their exact distance from the
walls and each other is not known.
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Sacrifices
There are several different types of sacrifices mentioned in the first few chapters of Leviticus. Stephen Tam has very
nicely tabulated them on his website [http://www3.telus.net/public/kstam/en/tabernacle/details/offerings.htm]. They

were for different purposes symbolically and practically and had varying procedures. | found it interesting that there
seemed to be a lot of mention of forgiveness for unintentional sin and very little on intentional. While | believe there is
forgiveness for intentional sin, | wonder if it was de-emphasized so there was not a concept buying forgiveness with the
sacrifice? After all, how would that differ from the practice of selling indulgences in the Middle Ages, especially if the
symbolism were lost sight of. After all, in each case the sacrifice cost the person something, be it an animal which could
have been very costly, all the way down to some food in the case of the very poor. Back at that time, | should mention
there was a death sentence for a number of intentional sins, including murder and sexual immorality.

| am aware that the idea of killing animals can be very distasteful to some. But on the practical side, | think it is worth
noting, first that the people were slaughtering animals for food and clothing anyway, and secondly, in most cases the
priesthood would receive some portion of the sacrifice. This was actually part of their compensation for the services
they were providing to the people.

Looking at the symbolism next, the sacrifice of an innocent animal for acts committed by a person, is clearly pointing at
the sacrifice of the life of God to atone for the sins for those who ask to be forgiven. The Bible teaches that the wages of
sin is death.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death, but the gift of God [is] eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23
NKJV

Romans 323 £5r 31| have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23 NKJV
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So how do we escape the sentence of death for our sins?

Romans 58 B\;+ God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. ° For if
when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. Romans 5:8-10 NKJV

Lreter 3318 £or Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 1 Peter 3:18 NKJV

Hebrews 9:22 And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there
is no remission. Hebrews 9:22 NKJV

The sacrifice has been made, and forgiveness is free [Romans 6:23], but we know that not all will benefit from it. So,
what must one do to benefit from it?

Lo 19 |f \ye confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins and to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 NKJV

When Jesus actually died on the cross, He accomplished what the sacrifices were pointing forward to. Because of that
the sacrifices were no longer needed.

Matthew 27:50 A Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. >* Then, behold, the veil of the
temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, Matthew 27:50-51
NKJV

Mark15:37 And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His last. 38 Then the veil of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom. Mark 15:37-38 nkjv

At the moment of Christ's death, the most holy place of the temple, which was previously only accessible to the high
priest once a year, was now exposed. | wouldn't say it was literally exposed to all, because not everyone had access to
the holy place or even the courtyard at that time, but symbolically | think it signified the end of the earthly sanctuary
services including the sacrifices.

Hebrews 91 Then jndeed, even the first [covenant] had ordinances of divine service and the earthly sanctuary. 2 For
a tabernacle was prepared: the first [part], in which [was] the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is
called the sanctuary; 3 and behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All,

4 which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which [were] the
golden pot that had the manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; ® and above it were
the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.

® Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle,
performing the services. ” But into the second part the high priest [went] alone once a year, not without blood,
which he offered for himself and [for] the people's sins [committed] in ignorance; & the Holy Spirit indicating this,
that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing. ° It
[was] symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make him who
performed the service perfect in regard to the conscience—?° [concerned] only with foods and drinks, various
washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.
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11 But Christ came [as] High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not
made with hands, that is, not of this creation. > Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood
He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 3 For if the blood of bulls and
goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, * how much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? > And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who
are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

16 For where there [is] a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. !’ For a testament
[is] in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives. '8 Therefore not even the
first [covenant] was dedicated without blood. *° For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people
according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled
both the book itself and all the people, 2° saying, "This [is] the blood of the covenant which God has commanded
you." 2! Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry. 22 And
according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no
remission.

2 Therefore [it was] necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these, but the
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 2* For Christ has not entered the holy places made
with hands, [which are] copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;

25 not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of
another—2® He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end
of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 2’ And as it is appointed for men to die
once, but after this the judgment, 2 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly
wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. Hebrews 9 NKJV

| think that what Paul wrote in his letter to the Hebrews makes it pretty clear that the earthly sanctuary and the Jewish
temple had become obsolete after the death of Jesus. However, the things they pointed to, the death of Jesus and His
ministry as our high priest in heaven were still in progress. The sacrifice was complete, but the things that took place in
the earthly sanctuary after the sacrifice were still to take place in the heavenly sanctuary. | think this is a good lead in to
look at what John saw and wrote about the temple in heaven.

Sanctuary in heaven
| believe that the sanctuary that the Israelites built and its services were earthly symbols patterned after a sanctuary in
heaven.

Hebrews 8:1 Now [this is] the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true
tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.

3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore [it is] necessary that this One also
have something to offer. * For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer
the gifts according to the law; > who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely
instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See [that] you make all things according to
the pattern shown you on the mountain." Hebrews 8:1-5 NKJV
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Paul in his letter to the Hebrews makes it pretty clear that there is a sanctuary in heaven, and that the design and
services given to Moses were a copy or shadow of the one in heaven. The apostle John, in the book of Revelation, saw
things in heaven that seemed to correspond to items in the earthly sanctuary. We already read about each of the pieces
that were built by the Israelites for the earthly sanctuary. Now read what John saw.

Seven branch lampstand
Revelation 112 Then | turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned | saw seven golden lampstands,
Revelation 1:12 NKJV

Altar of incense
Revelation 83 Than gnother angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense,
that he should offer [it] with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.
Revelation 8:3 NKJV

Ark of the covenant
Revelation 11:19 Than the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple.
And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. Revelation 11:19 NKJV

Altar with four horns
Revelation 9:13 Then the sixth angel sounded: And | heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is
before God, Revelation 9:13 NKJV

So, it does appear that there is evidence to suggest that the earthly sanctuary was a model of one in heaven. It would
also stand to reason that the services of the earthly sanctuary are symbolic of bigger things, namely the actual handling
of sin by God on our behalf. All the animal sacrifices were symbolic of the blood that was required to allow the forgiving
of sin. They were symbolic of the blood that would be shed by Jesus to allow sinful human beings to be forgiven and
saved.

Day of Atonement

Now, let's circle back and look at one of the special ceremonies given to the Israelites with the sanctuary. Remember
that the most holy place would only be entered once each year, so that must have been a very solemn occasion.
Leviticus 16 describes for us a procedure that was to take place only one time each year, during which the sanctuary
would symbolically be cleansed. This was done on the Day of Atonement on the 10" day of the 7®" month each year and
was the only time each year that the high priest would enter the most holy place of the sanctuary. During this annual
ceremony two goats would be chosen, one to be sacrificed as a sin offering and the other to be sent into the wilderness
as a scapegoat, symbolically carrying the sins of the Israelites that had been confessed throughout the year. After this
ceremony, the people would be clean of all their sins before the Lord. But not only the people, the sanctuary itself would
be atoned for by this ceremony. The scapegoat must represent Satan who would bear the responsibility of the sins
which had been forgiven, the transference of which was made possible by the death of Jesus who was represented by
the goat that was sacrificed as a sin offering. As with all other things associated with the earthly sanctuary, they pointed
to things that would take place in the heavenly sanctuary. Clearly, the sacrifice of Jesus has been fulfilled, but the
scapegoat has not been sent into the wilderness yet.

| believe that the atonement for the sanctuary in heaven was shown to Daniel in vision as part of his timeline of world
events. See Daniel's dreams of world kingdoms and more specifically the portion about the Judgment.
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Daniel&:14 And he said to me, “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed.” Daniel
8:14 NKJV

Summary

| believe the sanctuary and its services were given to the Israelites to show all of us God's plan of salvation for humanity.
| believe that the sanctuary was replaced by the Jewish temple built by Solomon, and subsequently rebuilt a couple
times, finally being decommissioned by God when the veil was torn when Jesus died. And finally, | believe that the
sanctuary in heaven is still in use, for the purpose of putting an end to sin and the cleansing of as many as will choose
the free gift of salvation offered by God.

What do you believe?

e Do you believe there is a sanctuary in heaven?

e Do you think the Israelites themselves ever really understood the meaning of the sanctuary services and
sacrifices?

e Do you think Moses understood the full meaning of the sanctuary services and sacrifices?
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Moses, friend of God

What kind of impact did this one extraordinary man have on the Jewish nation and the world? Moses is traditionally
credited with the authorship of the first five books of the Bible. These first five books, also known as the Pentateuch, are
probably the most revered and generally accepted portion of the Bible among religious groups. Let us consider the
following two questions:

1. Did Moses write all five books of the Pentateuch, also known to the Jews as the Torah?
2. What does the Pentateuch mean to all of us (both religious and secular)?

Probably most of us who grew up as Bible believing Christians were taught from a young age that Moses wrote the first
five books of the Bible. While it is quite obvious that much of the Pentateuch must have been written by Moses, did he
necessarily write all of it in its current form or has it been compiled and edited over centuries? What is less obvious is
the book of Genesis with the detailed accounts of creation, the flood and the early patriarchs. There are numerous
beliefs and theories with no conclusive evidence, leaving us to choose what we believe which is what | will attempt to
do. My personal belief is that the majority of the Pentateuch, the portion that Moses lived and played such a key role in,
was originally written by him. However, | believe based on what we read in a few spots, that there must have been some
compilation or editing at later dates. For example:

e Numbers 12:3 makes a statement about Moses being more humble than any other person on the earth. It
doesn’t seem like a statement that someone would make about themselves.
e Deuteronomy 34:5-9 describes Moses’ death

e Deuteronomy 34:10 gives a brief epitaph if you will, saying that there has not been another prophet like
Moses in Israel, written as if time and prophets had come and gone, to justify this statement.

| credit this article [http://www.religioustolerance.org/chr tora.htm/] for the three examples above. It is also an

interesting summary of some of the current beliefs and theories along with additional references.

Now let’s go back and talk about Genesis. Based on the timelines | developed in The Antediluvian world, and After

the flood, it is interesting to note that Noah lived 600 years before the flood, almost all of that concurrent with
Methuselah, who overlapped and could have spoken to Adam for 200 years. Noah lived 350 years after the flood
and died shortly before the birth of Abraham. His son Shem lived 100 years before and 500 years after the flood,
overlapping the lives of both Abraham and Isaac. | think it was very possible that there was a lot of oral history
passed down through these links but | think there must have been some written history as well. Obviously from
Abraham through Jacob, there could have also been written historical records. | think these possible sources
combined with all that time talking directly with God on Mount Sinai to fill in the gaps, allowed Moses to write the
book of Genesis. After all, | don’t think it would have taken the entire forty days for God to communicate what was
later referred to as the Law of Moses.

Now what does the Pentateuch mean to us? To Young Earth Creationists these books account for approximately half the
history of the world. Through the story of creation, we learn about our origin and that of our world. We get the Ten
Commandments. Jews, Muslim’s and Christians alike hold these books to be sacred. In the secular world, even the origin
of the seven-day week can be found in Genesis.
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Now let’s take a look at what God said to Aaron and Miriam about Moses at the time:

Numbers 12:6 Then He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, [1], the LORD, make Myself known
to him in a vision; | speak to him in a dream. 7 Not so with My servant Moses; He [is] faithful in all My house. &1
speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he sees the form of the LORD. Why then
were you not afraid To speak against My servant Moses?" Numbers 12:6-8 NKJV

And here is what God told Moses:

Exodus 4:16 "S5 he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall
be to him as God. Exodus 4:16 NKJV

Exodus 7:1 55 the LORD said to Moses: "See, | have made you [as] God to Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother shall be
your prophet. Exodus 7:1 NKJV

When Jesus was here on earth, He referred to Moses as the author of the law:

Luke 10:25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal
life?"

26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading [of it]?"

27 S0 he answered and said, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your neighbor as yourself.""

28 And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and you will live." Luke 10:25-28 NKJV

Moses was an extraordinary man and well deserving of our esteem. The fact that it was God working through him to
perform amazing miracles does not, in my opinion, detract from his greatness. Unfortunately, down through the ages,
this fact seems to have been largely lost sight of and Moses has been credited with many of the amazing things God did
through him. | believe that if Moses were here today, he would deflect all the praise and honor away from himself
toward God.

Now to the sad incident that led to the death of Moses. God instructed Moses and Aaron to talk to the rock, and water
would come gushing out. So, what did Moses do that was wrong? 1) He finally lost his patience and yelled at the people.
2) He spoke as if he was the one who would bring the water out of the rock. 3) Lastly, he disobeyed God by striking the
rock instead of speaking to it. [Numbers 20:9-12] It is clear that he did not do as God had instructed, but was this really
worthy of death, after all the people probably didn’t even know that Moses was supposed to speak to the rock? | believe
that because Moses was a representative of God to the people, he was held to the highest standard. | also believe that if
this act had gone unpunished, some of the people might have lost sight that it was God and not Moses who was

performing the miracles for them.

Deuteronomy 34:5 5 |V pses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the
LORD. ® And He buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but no one knows his grave to
this day. ” Moses [was] one hundred and twenty years old when he died. His eyes were not dim nor his natural
vigor diminished. Deuteronomy 34:5-7 NKJV

It says the Lord Himself buried Moses.
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lude 1:9 yot Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared
not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" Jude 1:9 NKJV

Matthew 17:2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as

the light. > And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Matthew 17:2-3 NKJV

Jude wrote of an event that | believe occurred shortly after the death of Moses. Michael the Archangel confronted Satan
over the body of Moses and did not bother to debate with him or waste time accusing him. | believe Satan was laying
claim to the body because Moses had sinned in disobeying and misrepresenting God. But Michael simply rebuked the
devil, effectively brushing him aside, and then presumably raised Moses and took him to heaven. Exactly how and when
this happened, we are not told, but by the time Jesus was on earth, Moses and Elijah came down from heaven to talk to
Him.

What do you believe?

e How do you think the book of Genesis was written?
e What do you think God and Moses talked about for forty days on Mount Sinai?
e Do you think God often spoke verbally to Moses other than on Mount Sinai?
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The chosen people

Does God have a chosen people? | believe God has always had a chosen people. Unfortunately, they have not always
chosen Him. From the beginning, there were always people who taught about and represented God in their lives and by
their actions. However, because of sin, eventually, their descendants have tended to drift away from Him and His
purpose. When a particular line or group of chosen people turned their backs on God, He would choose someone else.
At the time of the flood, it got so bad that Noah and his family were the only ones who believed in God. After the flood,
people gradually forgot about God again, so He called on Abram. Next God called the children of Israel out of Egypt. This
pattern continued when Jesus started the Christian church, calling his true followers first from the Jewish nation and
then the rest of the world. The Christian church however drifted far away from God’s intended purpose for them,
eventually getting to the place where they were persecuting His true followers. Next, through the reformation, He called
the Protestants out of the Roman Catholic Church. But | believe it didn’t end there, He called a remnant out of the
Protestant church to preach the three angel’s messages of Revelation [Revelation 18:4]. Finally, | think it is quite possible
that the last group that God will call could be the 144,000 who will be called right out of this world to heaven without
dying.

The purpose
Having discussed the concept of a chosen people, let’s examine what God’s purpose was and has always been for His
chosen people.

Exodus 193 And Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say
to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: * 'You have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and [how] |
bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself. > 'Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and
keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth [is] Mine. ¢ 'And
you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These [are] the words which you shall speak to the
children of Israel." Exodus 19:3-6 NKJV

If the Israelites had been faithful to God, | believe they would have been blessed and favored above all nations of the
earth for as long as they remained faithful. | believe he intended the entire nation to be priests to the rest of the world,
not just one tribe, the Levites, to the rest of Israel.

Solomon
There were times when God was able to fulfill his purpose through Israel.

Lkings 4:29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and largeness of heart like the
sand on the seashore. 3° Thus Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the men of the East and all the
wisdom of Egypt. 3! For he was wiser than all men--than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Chalcol, and Darda, the
sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the surrounding nations. 32 He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his
songs were one thousand and five. 33 Also he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of Lebanon even to the hyssop
that springs out of the wall; he spoke also of animals, of birds, of creeping things, and of fish. ** And men of all
nations, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of Solomon. 1
Kings 4:29-34 NKJV
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1Kings 101 Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she
came to test him with hard questions. 2 She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels that bore
spices, very much gold, and precious stones; and when she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that
was in her heart. 3 So Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for the king that he
could not explain [it] to her. * And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that
he had built, ®> the food on his table, the seating of his servants, the service of his waiters and their apparel, his
cupbearers, and his entryway by which he went up to the house of the LORD, there was no more spirit in her.

® Then she said to the king: "It was a true report which | heard in my own land about your words and your
wisdom. 7 "However | did not believe the words until | came and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half was
not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which | heard. & "Happy [are] your men and happy
[are] these your servants, who stand continually before you [and] hear your wisdom! ° "Blessed be the LORD
your God, who delighted in you, setting you on the throne of Israel! Because the LORD has loved Israel forever,
therefore He made you king, to do justice and righteousness." 1 Kings 10:1-9 NKJV

Unfortunately, it didn’t last, eventually Solomon let the honor, power and glory go to his head rather than deflecting it
toward God, the source of all his blessings. In addition to introducing idol worship [1 Kings 11:4-6], Solomon became a
tyrant, overworking and overtaxing the people for his own glorification and gratification [1 Kings 12:3-4].

Joseph

Before this, there was Joseph who represented God faithfully before the Egyptians. As a result, he was placed in a
position of great power and authority from which many could observe and benefit from the ministry of a man filled with
the spirit of the true God.

Genesis 41:38 Apd Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find [such a one] as this, a man in whom [is] the Spirit of
God?" 3° Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, [there is] no one as discerning
and wise as you. *° "You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in
regard to the throne will | be greater than you." Genesis 41:38-40 NKJV

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

Years later, when Israel as a nation seemed to have failed as God’s chosen, He was able to use Daniel, Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego. They were rewarded by God with great wisdom, and by the king of Babylon with positions of
power in the Babylonian court. Until the age of seventy, Daniel stood as a faithful representative for God before greatest
civil and military powers of the world at the time.

Daniel 2:47

The king answered Daniel, and said, "Truly your God [is] the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a
revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret." Daniel 2:47 NKJV

Daniel 3:38 Nehychadnezzar spoke, saying, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent
His Angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king's word, and yielded
their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their own God! Daniel 3:28 NKJV

Waldenses
Even during the dark ages of persecution by the Roman Catholic Church, God had a chosen people.

Amid the gloom that settled upon the earth during the long period of papal supremacy, the light of truth could
not be wholly extinguished. In every age there were witnesses for God--men who cherished faith in Christ as the
only mediator between God and man, who held the Bible as the only rule of life, and who hallowed the true
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Sabbath. How much the world owes to these men, posterity will never know. They were branded as heretics,
their motives impugned, their characters maligned, their writings suppressed, misrepresented, or mutilated. Yet
they stood firm, and from age to age maintained their faith in its purity, as a sacred heritage for the generations
to come. White. Great Controversy. p61*

What do you believe?

e  Who do you think God’s chosen people are today?
e What does it mean to be a kingdom of priests?
e Do you think God’s chosen have generally been individuals or groups?

41 White, Ellen G. The Great Controversy, Mountain View, CA, Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1939. p61.
http://books.google.com/books?id=0kUtAAAAYAA)&pg=PA61,
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=GC88&lang=en&pagenumber=61
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Judges

Story: Judges

After settling into the land of Canaan, over a period of over 300 years, the people of Israel did not really have a
centralized government. We know the duration of this period of time from the following verse:

ludges&:1 And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel had come out of
the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which [is] the second
month, that he began to build the house of the LORD. 1 Kings 6:1 NKJV

After leaving Egypt, we know that 40 years were spent in the wilderness. Now near the tail end of the 480-year period,
in fact following the end of the period of the judges is Saul, the first King of Israel. But there is some question about the
length of his reign. The following verse has been problematic because it seems to be written in a way that some words
are missing. If you just read the translation in KJV or NKJV, it doesn’t give any sense of the length of his reign, but simply
the year of his reign after which he did the following things in verses 2 and on.

1samuel13:1 g4 )| reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over Israel, 1 Samuel 13:1 KJV

Lsamuel13:1 g )| reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over Israel, 1 Samuel 13:1 NKJV

But the NKJV has a footnote that states the following:
The Hebrew is difficult (compare 2 Samuel 5:4; 2 Kings 14:2; see also 2 Samuel 2:10; Acts 13:21).

Which seems to imply that the verse was intended to indicate a length of reign but is incomplete, and as is, is
inconsistent with the other verses mentioned.

In the following verse the RSV placed a ... where it appears that words were missing.

Lsamuel13:1 gay| was . . . years old when he began to reign; and he reigned . . . and two years over Israel. 1 Samuel
13:1 RSV

Notice what some translations have done by adding his age and a decade word before the two.

1samuel13:1 gq )| was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned for forty-two years. 1 Samuel 13:1 NLT

1samuel13:1 g5 | was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel forty- two years. 1 Samuel
13:1 NIV

1samuel13:1 gq| was [thirty] years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for [forty-]two years over Israel. 1
Samuel 13:1 NASB20

1samuel13:1 g5 | was [thirty] years old when he began to reign; he ruled over Israel for [forty] years. 1 Samuel 13:1
NET
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1samuel13:1 o) was [forty] years old when he began to reign; and when he had reigned two years over Israel, 1
Samuel 13:1 ASV

| don’t really want to debate this topic here so | will just provide a reference for those who wish to read more about it.
[https://www.thebiblicaltimeline.org/saul/] I will just say that while the 1 Samuel 13:1 NKJV doesn’t conflict with Acts
13:21, a 40-year reign for Saul may be inconsistent with some other statements in the Bible.

1 Kings 2:11 tells us that David reigned 40 years. So, taking 40 years (wandering in the wilderness) off the front end and
44 years (40 (Saul) + 40 (David) + 4 (Solomon)) off the back end, leaves us with a period of about 356 years for the time
of the judges including Joshua. The following verses sum up this period of time fairly well.

ludges 17:6 | those days [there was] no king in Israel; everyone did [what was] right in his own eyes. Judges 17:6
NKJV

ludges 2:10 \\ hen all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who
did not know the LORD nor the work which He had done for Israel. Judges 2:10 NKJV

By the time of King David, the lifespan seems to have come down to about 70 years [Psalm 90:10]. So, with decreasing
life spans, there could have been an increased tendency to forget history. Winston Churchill is famously quoted as
saying, “those that fail to learn from history, are doomed to repeat it.”** He was possibly echoing the sentiment, "those
who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it," made a few years earlier by George Santayana.* Because
this is such a timeless truth, probably many others before and after them have made similar statements. The truth of
these statements seems to be perfectly illustrated in the book of Judges, but lest we be tempted to point fingers, it
would be good for us to realize that we are probably repeating history ourselves at this very moment in time.

Now if one wanted to get a glimpse of a timeline and added up the years mentioned in Judges, they would come up with
too many years. The most likely explanation for this is that some of the events and judges mentioned occurred
concurrently. Events that are clearly stated as following the death of a previous judge will be considered consecutive.
First, we have to make some assumptions about Joshua’s age and how long after he died, the Israelites turned their
backs on God. Next, we will also adopt the ascension year method proposed by Thiele in his book, “The Mysterious
Numbers of the Hebrew Kings,”** where he proposes that the reign of each king included the beginning and ending
partial years that he reigned, so if you simply added up the years that each king was said to reign, you would be counting
the transition years twice. We will assume the same thing for the adjacent time frames given in the book of Judges. Here
is a list of the Judges in the order they are mentioned in Judges and 1 Samuel. References with chapter:verse only are
from the book of Judges. The following footnotes were some references that assisted in putting together the following

timeline and maps:*> 46 47 48

42 http://rhf.org.uk/rhf/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=48&Itemid=62

43 Santayana, George. The Life of Reason: Or, the Phases of Human Progress. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1920, p 284.
http://books.google.com/books?id=KNvVWAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA284

44 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings#Biblical chronology

45 http://www.bible.ca/archeology/bible-archeology-exodus-route-date-chronology-of-judges.htm

46 http://www.etsjets.org/files/JETS-PDFs/48/48-3/JETS 48-3 491-500.pdf

47 http://www.biblemap.org

48 http://www.bible-history.com/geography/maps/Map-Canaan-Twelve-Tribes.jpg
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. Linel:8+39+17+79+ 19+ 39=201years

1. Othniel —Tribe of Judah, son of Caleb’s younger brother, married Caleb’s daughter [Joshua 15:17].
Israelites did evil, subjugated by Mesopotamia 8 years, delivered by Othniel who then judged them the
last 40 years of his life. [Judges 3:7-11]

2. Ehud - Israel did evil again, subjugated by Moab 18 years, delivered by Ehud of the tribe of Benjamin,
land undisturbed for 80 years. [3:12-30]

3. Shamgar — After him [Ehud], presumably after the 80 years, struck down 600 Philistines, delivered Israel.
[3:31] We don’t really have a timeframe for how long or whether Shamgar even judged Israel and no
judge is said to follow him, so he is really not very important in the timeline.

4. Deborah & Barak — Israel did evil again after Ehud [4:1], in the time of Shamgar [3:31]. They were
subjugated by Jabin from the north for 20 years [4:2-3], was judged by the prophetess Deborah at the
time [4:4]. God then called her and Barak to deliver Israel, after which she continued to judge, land
undisturbed for 40 years [4:1-5:31]

lI. Line3:7+39+2+22+21=91years

1. Gideon —Israel afflicted by Midianites and Amalekites for 7 years [6:1], delivered by Gideon, youngest in
his family of the tribe of Manasseh, land undisturbed for 40 years [8:28].

2. Abimelech — Power hungry son of Gideon, wanted to be king, killed all but one of his 70 brothers, ruled

Israel for 3 years [9:22], killed when a woman threw a millstone on his head.
3. Tola— After Abimelech died, Tola of the tribe of Issachar, saved Israel, judged 23 years [10:1-2].
4. Jair — After Tola, Jair the Gileadite judged Israel 22 years [10:3].
lll. Line4:18+5+6+9+7=45years

1. Jephthah —Israel afflicted by the Amonites and Philistines for 18 years [10:8], then they repented and
chose Jephthah the Glieadite to lead them [11:1-11]. 300 years since the Exodus [11:26]. Judged Israel 6
years [12:7].

2. Ibzan — After him [Jephthah] [12:8], Ibzan of Bethelehem of the tribe of Judah judged Israel 7 years
[12:9].

3. Elon - After him [Ibzan], Elon of the tribe of Zebulun judged Israel 10 years [12:11].

4. Abdon — After him [Elon], Abdon of the tribe of Ephraim judged Israel 8 years [12:13-15].

IV. Line 5: 20 years

1. Samson —Israel did evil, afflicted by Philistines 40 years [13:1] presumably starting at the same time as
the Ammonites [10:8]. Samson was chosen by God from birth to deliver Israel [13:5]. He was a nemesis
to the Philistines but was not faithful to God and was ultimately captured and imprisoned [16:1]. He
judged Israel 20 years presumably in the midst of the 40 years of Philistine affliction [15:20].

V. Line 6: | will let the years stretch to fill in the gap from the Philistine subjugation to the start of the kings.

1. Eli—Was High Priest, lived 98 years [1 Samuel 4:15], judged Israel 40 years [1 Samuel 4:18]. We know
the Ark was captured by the Philistines at the time of Eli’s death. | will assume this is part of the 40 years
of Philistine affliction during the time of Samson.

2. Samuel —Was prophet and judge over Israel all the days of his life [1 Samuel 3:20, 7:15]. Ark was in

Kiriath-jearim 20 years after death of Eli, Israel repented, Samuel prayed for them and the Philistines
were subdued [1 Samuel 7]. I'm going to assume this ended the 40 years of Philistine affliction during
the days of Samson and Eli. Samuel died during the reign of Saul [1 Samuel 25:1].
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The timeline below shows in a slightly more graphical manner what is stated in the outline above. Assumptions were
made on the front end for Joshua and the elders who outlived him. | assume the Ark was capture and Eli died 20 years
before the end of Philistine oppression [1 Samuel 7]. Then Samuel fills the gap to the period of the kings of Israel. The
Bible does say he was old when he appointed his sons judges, which led to the request for a king [1 Samuel 8:1-5]. The
number at the start of each row is the number of years from the Exodus to the end of that particular event.
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Year 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500

40 years in the wilderness between Egypt and Canaan
Last 40 years of Moses’ life

Joshua’s leadership in Canaan [Joshua 24:29], [30 years assuming he was the same age as Caleb [Joshua 14:7]]

70
85 Elders who outlived Joshua [guess of 15 years]
93 Served Cushan-rishathaim of Mesopotamia 8 years [3:8]
132 Othniel judged Israel 40 years [3:9-11]
Served Eglon of Moab 18 years [3:14
149 ved Eg y [3:14]
228 Ehud delivered, judged Israel [3:15]; Peace for 80 years [3:30]
Shamgar killed 600 Philistines, saved Israel [3:31]
247 Served Jabin of Hazor 20 years [4:1-3]
286 Deborah & Barak delivered, judged 40 years [5:31]
247 Harassed by Amalekites & Midianites 7 years [6:1]
Gideon delivered, judged 40 years [8:28

286 judg years [8:28]
288 Abimelech ruled 3 years [9:22]

Tola delivered, judged 23 years [10:1-2
310 judg years [10:1-2]

Jair delivered, judged 22 years [10:3
331 Jjudg y [10:3]
348 Afflicted by Philistines, Ammonites 18 years [10:7-8]
354 Jephthah delivered, judged 6 years [12:7]
360 Ibzan delivered, judged 7 years [12:8]
369 Elon delivered, judged 10 years [12:11]
376 Abdon delivered, judged 8 years [12:13
370 Served Philistines 40 years [10:7] [13:1]
370 Samson delivered, judged 20 years [15:20]
351 Eli lived 98 years, judged 40 years [1 Sam 4:15-18]
397 Samuel judged Israel [1 Sam 7:15]
Saul ruled 40 years [Acts 13:21

438 years [Acts 13:21]
477 David ruled 40 years [1 Kings 2:11]
480 Temple started in the 4t year of Solomon, 480t year after the Exodus [1 Kings 6:1]

Next, | will show a series of maps that show the regions for subjugations and judges. The maps are from
http://www.bible-history.com/geography/maps/Map-Canaan-Twelve-Tribes.jpg, with the green and pink arrows

overlaid by me. Since Gideon is not said to follow someone, | choose to place him concurrent with Deborah because for
both of them, Judges says the land was undisturbed for 40 years, so | lined up those 40-year periods. [10:7-8] tells us
that the Israelites were afflicted by the Ammonites and Philistines. [10:8-9] then proceeds to describe the 18 years of
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Ammonite oppression and the regions they invaded: Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim. [13:1] then described 40 years of
oppression by the Philistines which | will assume begin at the same time as

MAP OF CANAAN - TWELVE TRIBE PORTIONS MAP OF CANAAN - TWELVE TRIBE PORTIONS

\ \
Bible History Online Bible History Online

We are not told exactly where Mesopotamia invaded but they Moabites were from the southeast and Ehud was from the
were from the northeast and Othniel from the south. Tribe of Benjamin.
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Shamgar killed 600 Philistines and saved Israel from them.

Jabin was from Hazor, Deborah judged from the hill country of
Ephraim. Barak was from Naphthali, gathered 10,000 men at
Kedesh from Naphthali and Zebulun, and attacked Sisera at
Mount Tabor.

Around that time, the Midianites who were allied with the sons
from the east were camped northwest of Beth-shan. Gideon of
the tribe of Manasseh, attacked from the south, then pursued
them southeast through Succoth and Penuel.

by Stephen Ing

MAP OF CANAAN - TWELVE TRIBE PORTIONS

MANASSEH

Ashtaroth
.

Ammonites afflicted Israel from the east and were defeated by
Jephthah.

The Philistines invaded from the southwest and could well have
penetrated south as well as north. Samson was from the tribe
of Dan and attacked but did not subdue them. Under the
leadership of Samuel, the Philistines were finally subdued in a
battle at Mizpah near Bethel.

| am not presenting this as the definitive timeline of the judges and | do not feel that it is necessary to know exactly

when each judge lived. | am merely presenting this as a plausible scenario to fit the Biblical timeline of the judges as well

as events on either end.

What do you believe?

o After all the evidence the Israelites had of God’s existence, why do you think they kept falling into idol worship?
e What do you think was the difference between a Judge and the king?

e Who do you think wrote these stories of the judges and how do you think they came together into one book?
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Ruth

Story: Ruth

The story of Ruth occurs during the period of the Judges. In short, this is a story about an Israelite family with two sons
who moved from Bethlehem to Moab because of a famine in their land. Tragedy struck and all the men of the family
died, leaving three widows. At that time, widows without family to provide for them were not much better off than
beggars. | will not retell the story here because we are reading between the lines, but it would be a well spent half hour
reading the entire story in the book of Ruth.

The book itself does not tell us exactly when it occurred and who was judge at the time. With the current ending, it
would have had to have been written by someone during or after the reign of David. Some speculate that it was written
by Solomon. Let’s begin by looking at the genealogy which is given with the same number of generations in Ruth [Ruth
4:18-22], Chronicles [1 Chronicles 2 :4-15], Matthew [Matthew 1:3-6], and Luke [Luke 3:31-33]. Of course, Ruth is
mentioned in the genealogy in the book by her name, but aside from that, Matthew is the only one that mentions

women namely Tamar, Rahab and Ruth.

e Perez —son of Judah and Tamar (daughter-in-law of Judah)

e Hezron

e Ram

e Aminadab

e Nahshon —leader of the tribe of Judah [Numbers 2:3] during the exodus. His sister Elisheba married Aaron
[Exodus 6:23].

e Salmon — married Rahab [Matthew 1:5], the prostitute from Jericho, who helped the two spies avoid capture.
(Speculation on my part says: he was probably the leader of the tribe of Judah after his father died in the
wilderness, and possibly one of the two spies sent by Joshua into Canaan, hence being saved by Rahab, and then
promising to save her back)

e Boaz married Ruth

e Obed

e Jesse

e David - second king of Israel

From Numbers 32:11 we read that no one over twenty that left Egypt (except for Joshua and Caleb) would enter the
Promised Land. That means that Salmon would have been less than twenty years old at the start of the 480 years that
began at the Exodus from Egypt and ended in the 4t year of Solomon’s reign. If we assume Salmon was 19 years of age
at the time of the Exodus, and David lived 70 years [2 Samuel 5:4] and died 3 years before the end of the 480 years there
should be at most 480+19-70-3 = 426 years from the birth of Salmon to the birth of David. If he was young enough to be
one of the spies, he would most likely have been younger than 19 at the time of the Exodus. For instance, if he was born
7 years after the Exodus, he would have been 33 years old when Joshua sent to spies into Canaan, and it would have
been 400 years from his birth to the birth of David. If David really were the 4™ generation from Salmon, each succeeding
generation would have been 100 years apart, meaning that each son was born to the father at around the age of 100.
The alternative is to assume there were unnamed people in the genealogy. The latter is not a problem because in that
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culture, a person was still referred to as a son of someone no matter how many generations there were between them.
Recall how Jesus and many of the kings of Judah were referred to as sons of David.

| believe Obed was literally the son of Boaz and Ruth [Ruth 4:13-17], as | believe David was the son of Jesse [1 Samuel
17:12]. With these two assumptions, and the fact that the book of Ruth points out the close ancestry of Ruth to David, |
believe that Jesse was indeed the son of Obed and that there must have been some unnamed generations between
Salmon and Rahab and Boaz and Ruth. | believe that Boaz was an older man [Ruth 3:10], probably from the same
generation of Naomi. Based on these assumptions, the story probably happened some time during the life of the High
Priest Eli.

| do have one question or issue with this genealogy. If Boaz was the goel, providing an offspring for Ruth’s first husband,
Naomi’s son, why is he named in the genealogy? Shouldn’t Obed be considered the descendant of Mahlon?

Looking beyond the names, numbers and genealogy, there is a beautiful story of redemption that is based on the laws
given to Israel through Moses. Boaz was a kinsman to the family of Elimelech and hence could fill the role of the goel.
|49

This word is derived from the Hebrew 9x3, g3'a
revenge, ransom, do the part of a kinsman.’ In the KJV, this word occurred 104 times and was translated to ‘redeem’ 50

, Which is defined ‘to redeem, act as kinsman-redeemer, avenge,

times, ‘redeemer’ 18 times, ‘kinsman’ 13 times, ‘revenger’ 7 times, ‘avenger’ 6 times. This translation distribution along

with the reading of the laws recorded by Moses gives us the following roles of the goel.*° !

The kinsman should buy back their relative’s land that was sold. [Leviticus 25:25-34]
The kinsman should redeem their relative from slavery or servitude. [Leviticus 25:47-54]

Avenge the murder of a relative. [Numbers 35:12,19-27, Deuteronomy 19:11,12]

To appear in a lawsuit as a helper for a relative. [Proverbs 23:11, Jeremiah 50:34, Psalm 119:154]

vk wN e

Produce an heir for a deceased brother. [Deuteronomy 25:5,6]

As we just read in this story, Boaz beautifully played the role of goel. Using this as a launching pad, let’s look at some of
the ways God is our goel.

e The earth was given to Adam and Eve [Genesis 1:27-30] but they lost dominion of it when they sinned [Genesis
3] but God redeemed the earth through the death of Jesus [Galatians 3:13].

e When humanity sinned, they became slaves to sin [John 8:34], but God redeemed us from sin through the death
of Jesus [Hebrews 2:14,15].

e God will avenge all the death caused by sin when Satan is finally destroyed [Revelation 20:10].

e Jesus, as our redeemer and advocate, pleads the case of those who accept Him [Jeremiah 50:34, Psalm 119:154,
1John 2:1].
e Since sinful humanity was not capable of producing an heir worthy to inherit the world, the Holy Spirit came

upon Mary [Matthew 1:18, Luke 1:35] and produced an heir, not only to receive our inheritance, but also to save
dead and dying humanity [Hebrews 2:11-15, Colossians 1:12-14].

4 https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/h1350/nkjv/wlc/0-1/
50 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goel
5! Talbot, Elizabeth Viera. Surprised by Love. Nampa, Idaho, Pacific Press Publishing Association, 2010, p43.
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| believe that throughout the Old Testament, beyond the obvious prophecies about the Messiah, the theme of God’s
plan to redeem humanity can be found in the stories and even the laws given to the Jews. One just has to dig a little
deeper to see it sometimes. In fact, Jesus Himself explained to the two travelers on the road to Emmaus, beginning with
the law and all the writings of the prophets, how they pointed to Him [Luke 24:27]. Then when he appeared in the midst
of the disciples, he said that the law, the prophets and the psalms were fulfilled by Him [Luke 24:44]. Those three
categories covered the entire sacred scriptures of the Jews and are essentially the same as what is contained in our Old

Testament of the Bible.

What do you believe?

e Itis fairly obvious that Boaz was quite taken with Ruth. What do you think attracted his attention? Do you think
it was her looks or her deeds?

e If Boaz's first born with Ruth was a fulfillment of the roll of the goel, then why is he listed in the genealogy and
not Elimelech?

e Can you think of additional ways that you see God as our goel?
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Samuel

Story: 1 Samuel 1:1 —25:1

Samuel was the last judge of Israel but he was much more than that. He was also a prophet who received messages from
God from the time he was a child. The story begins in much the same way several other stories began with a couple who
were unable to have children.

1samuel 11 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of the mountains of Ephraim, and his name [was]
Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 And he had two
wives: the name of one [was] Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah
had no children. 1 Samuel 1:1-2 NKJV

At first glance it appears that Elkanah and hence Samuel is from the tribe of Ephraim. However, digging a little deeper
we find that Samuel was a Levite.

1 Chronicles €:33 A these [are] the ones who ministered with their sons: Of the sons of the Kohathites [were]
Heman the singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel, 3* the son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel,
the son of Toah, * the son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai, ¢ the son of
Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah, 3’ the son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son
of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, 38 the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel. 1
Chronicles 6:33-38 NKJV

This is not a contradiction because the Levites were not given a portion of land as a tribe but were given cities in all
twelve tribes. In this way they could minister to all the tribes [Numbers 35:2-8]. This meant Samuel was eligible to serve

in the sanctuary, but not as a priest since he wasn’t a descendant of Aaron. Another interesting observation is that
Heman, the grandson of Samuel, had a prominent part as a temple musician in the court of King David but in one
instance he is even referred to as a seer or prophet [1 Chronicles 25:5].

In Jewish rabbinical literature there is an interesting story where Samuel allegedly claimed that laymen may offer
sacrifices. On being brought before the High Priest Eli, Samuel argued that Leviticus only said that the priest must be the
one to bring the blood. According to the story, Eli acknowledged Samuel’s argument but claimed that he deserved the
death penalty for delivering a legal decision in the presence of a master. If true, this must have occurred when Samuel

was just a child, before God spoke to him and before he had gained Eli’s respect.>?

With regard to Samuel sacrificing to the Lord even though he was not a priest, in the following incident involving the
anointing of David, God Himself told Samuel to sacrifice.

1samuel16:4 55 Samuel did what the LORD said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his
coming, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" > And he said, "Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the LORD.
Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice." Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited
them to the sacrifice. 1 Samuel 16:4-5 NKJV

52 http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/13079-samuel#anchor6
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The Bible doesn’t tell us how long Samuel lived. It does tell us that he judged Israel all the days of his life [1 Samuel
7:15]. To me this means that he was very influential even during the judgeship of Eli as well as during the reign of King
Saul. | believe Eli had lost some of the confidence of Israel because of the wickedness of his sons and Samuel had the
confidence of Israel because God spoke to him directly [1 Samuel 2:26][1 Samuel 3:19-20]. The Jewish encyclopedia
source quoted above claims that Samuel lived to the age of 52. Josephus in Book 6:13:5°3 says that Samuel judged Israel
12 years between Eli and Saul and he died 18 years into Saul’s reign. This seems to contradict 1 Samuel 8:1 which says

that when Samuel was old, that he appointed his sons judges over Israel. Putting these two non-biblical sources together
with the Bible, that would mean that Samuel was considered old at 34, which was 18 years before his death at 52. The
following verses also seems to conflict with the two non-biblical sources in that there seems to be a 20-year period after
the Ark was captured at the time Eli died, after which the people repented. This led to their victory over the Philistines,
mentioned later in that same chapter. At that time, more than 20 years had passed since the death of Eli and Saul had
still not been appointed king.

1samuel 1 Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came and took the ark of the LORD, and brought it into the house of
Abinadab on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD. 2 So it was that the ark
remained in Kirjath Jearim a long time; it was there twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after the
LORD. 3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, "If you return to the LORD with all your hearts,
[then] put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your hearts for the LORD,
and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines." 1 Samuel 7:1-3 NKJV

| believe we do not have enough information to know how long Samuel judged and when he died but we can propose
some possible scenarios. According to my timeline in the chapter on Judges, Samuel could have judged Israel 41 years
between the death of Eli and start of Saul's reign. | would also add that there are many questions regarding the 40-year
reign of Saul.>*

Itis interesting how few prophets were mentioned before the time of Samuel and in fact the Bible says that it was
uncommon for the people to receive messages or communication from God.

1samuel3:1 Now the boy Samuel ministered to the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those

days; [there was] no widespread revelation. 1 Samuel 3:1 NKJV

However, after his time, beginning with the reign of King David, there is mention of many prophets. Perhaps Samuel
started schools for religious instruction leading to existence of more prophets. The Jewish encyclopedia source quoted
above also speculates that Samuel may have been responsible for the founding of schools of prophets.>> Now that your
appetite has been whetted, | recommend that you read the entire story of Samuel which spans most of the first book
named after him, 1 Samuel 1:1 — 25:1.

What do you believe?

e How old do you think Samuel was when he was called old and appointed his sons to help him with judging
Israel?
e Do you think that Samuel was special like Moses in the way God spoke to him?
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e How responsible do you think Samuel was for establishing the monarchy in Israel?
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King David

Story: 1 Samuel 16 — 1 Kings 2:11, 1 Chronicles 11:1 —29:30

Aside from Moses, king David is probably one of the most important people in Jewish history. He led the nation at
possibly its greatest time in terms of world dominance and military power. | believe it was during his reign, and what he
handed to his son Solomon, that God’s promise to Abraham was fulfilled:

Genesis 15:18 O the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your descendants | have given
this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates-- Genesis 15:18 NKJV

This is the kingdom he handed to his son Solomon:

2Chronicles 9:26 5 he rejgned over all the kings from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of
Egypt. 2 Chronicles 9:26 NKJV

David is undoubtedly the most successful and most notable King of Israel, and probably the person most claimed as an
ancestor of anyone in the Bible. In the New Testament, Jesus is repeatedly referred to as the Son of David. In the Old
Testament, David is referred to as the Father of each of the kings of Judah. Interestingly, in the Old Testament, “son of
David,” always referred to a literal son of David.

David was the youngest son of Jesse and his three older brothers, Eliab, Abinadab, and Shammah, were named as
soldiers in king Saul’s army [1 Samuel 17:13]. We also know the names of David’s other three brothers, Nethanel,
Raddai, Ozem, and his two sisters, Zeruiah and Abigail [1 Chronicles 2:13-16].

You may have of heard the story of David playing his harp for Saul to sooth his spirit and drive the evil spirits away, but
did you know it was mentioned in the Bible before the story of David killing Goliath? This first occurs in 1 Samuel 16:14-
23 before the story of David killing the giant Goliath which happens in chapter 17. The interesting thing about this is that

in 16:21-23 it says that Saul loved David and made him his armor bearer and told Jesse that he was going to keep David.
Then in chapter 17:55 after David killed Goliath, Saul asked Abner, the commander of his army, who the young man was
and Abner was clueless. After that in 18:2, again it says that Saul kept him and did not let him return to his Father. Some
have used this puzzling sequence of events to claim that the Bible is not true or not inspired. But there are many logical

explanations which would be difficult if possible to disprove. Eric Lyons presents the following arguments:>®

¢ Inthe telling of the story, there is evidence outside of the one mentioned that there are events that are out of
sequence

e Saul could have lapsed back into one of his psychotic states making his mental capacity less than reliable

e Saul could have remembered David but over jealousy pretended that he didn’t know who he was

56 http://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=6&article=807
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| think the key verse is the following:

1samuel17:15 Bt David occasionally went and returned from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Bethlehem. 1 Samuel
17:15 NKJV

This seems to indicate that even though chapter 16 said that Saul kept David, he apparently didn’t keep him 100% of the
time. In fact, it sounds like David would go back and forth as needed. | think it is possible that there was a period of time
between the last harp playing and the Goliath incident that Saul may not have recognized David. He probably also
thought of David as one of his musicians and wouldn’t have been expecting to meet him, in this context, on the field of
battle.

Philistine giants killed by David and his men
The story of David and Goliath is without doubt one of the most well-known stories in the bible. What may be less
known is that Goliath had some relatives who were also involved in battles with David and his men.

25amuel 2115 \W hen the Philistines were at war again with Israel, David and his servants with him went down and
fought against the Philistines; and David grew faint. '® Then Ishbi-Benob, who [was] one of the sons of the giant,
the weight of whose bronze spear [was] three hundred [shekels], who was bearing a new [sword], thought he
could kill David. ¥ But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid, and struck the Philistine and killed him. Then
the men of David swore to him, saying, "You shall go out no more with us to battle, lest you quench the lamp of
Israel." ¥ Now it happened afterward that there was again a battle with the Philistines at Gob. Then Sibbechai
the Hushathite killed Saph, who [was] one of the sons of the giant. ¥° Again there was war at Gob with the
Philistines, where Elhanan the son of Jaare-Oregim the Bethlehemite killed [the brother of] Goliath the Gittite,
the shaft of whose spear [was] like a weaver's beam. ° Yet again there was war at Gath, where there was a man
of [great] stature, who had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in number; and he
also was born to the giant. 2! So when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea, David's brother, killed him.
22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants. 2
Samuel 21:15-22 NKJV

L Chronicles 20:4 N o\ it happened afterward that war broke out at Gezer with the Philistines, at which time Sibbechai
the Hushathite killed Sippai, [who was one] of the sons of the giant. And they were subdued. ® Again there was
war with the Philistines, and Elhanan the son of Jair killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of
whose spear [was] like a weaver's beam. ® Yet again there was war at Gath, where there was a man of [great]
stature, with twenty-four fingers and toes, six [on each hand] and six [on each foot]; and he also was born to the
giant. 7 So when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea, David's brother, killed him. & These were born to
the giant in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants. 1 Chronicles 20:4-8 NKJV

From these two quotes we see that there was a family of Giants from Gath. Whether all five were literal brothers, the
sons of one father, or whether they were related descendants of a common ancestor from Gath is not entirely clear.
There are several Hebrew words or names that are associated with giants. Do you think it is just a coincidence that when
David killed Goliath, he picked up five stones?

e 03, n3pilP? which in some versions is translated Nephilim, but giant in the KJV and NKJV. The Nephilim were
mentioned as early as Genesis shortly after the flood. The sons of Anak, who were giants, were thought to be
part of the Nephilim, probably descendants.
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=1a

e 1897, R°pa'Im>® which was generally translated as Rephaim or giant. | believe it originally referred to a person or
clan that was the ancestor of giants in the land of Canaan. Goliath, Ishbi-benob, Saph, Lahmi, and a twelve
fingered twelve toed giant were said to be descended from a common giant (same word) ancestor in Gath. This
could have implied they were all brothers, or cousins, or simply descendants of the Rephaim.

e 1y, ‘3nag*® appears to be the common ancestor of most of the giants in the land of Canaan. Numbers 13:33
implies a relationship between Anak and the Nephilim. Perhaps, Anak was a descendant of the Nephilim.

Genesis:4 There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the
daughters of men and they bore [children] to them. Those [were] the mighty men who [were] of old, men of
renown. Genesis 6:4 NKJV

Numbers 13:33 "There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like
grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight." Numbers 13:33 NKJV

Deuteronomy 2:10 (The Emim had dwelt there in times past, a people as great and numerous and tall as the Anakim.
1 They were also regarded as giants, like the Anakim, but the Moabites call them Emim. Deuteronomy 2:10-11
NKJV

Deuteronomy 3:8 " And gt that time we took the land from the hand of the two kings of the Amorites who [were] on
this side of the Jordan, from the River Arnon to Mount Hermon ° "(the Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, and the
Amorites call it Senir), ° "all the cities of the plain, all Gilead, and all Bashan, as far as Salcah and Edrei, cities of
the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 1! "For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of the giants. Indeed his
bedstead [was] an iron bedstead. ([lIs] it not in Rabbah of the people of Ammon?) Nine cubits [is] its length and
four cubits its width, according to the standard cubit. Deuteronomy 3:8-11 NKJV

loshua 1121 And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from Debir,
from Anab, from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them
with their cities. 22 None of the Anakim were left in the land of the children of Israel; they remained only in Gaza,
in Gath, and in Ashdod. Joshua 11:21-22 NKJV

The reference in Joshua also indicated that there were Anakim left in Gath. It seems that at one time, these giant races
or families, possibly descendants of the Nephilim were numerous but most of them were killed when the Israelites
occupied the land of Canaan.

David's might men
David’s mighty men is an interesting subject if not a little confusing in some of its details. A list of his most notable
warriors is found in 2 Samuel 23:8-39, and in 1 Chronicles 11:10-47. There is mention of the top 3, followed by the top

30 not including the top 3, but strangely Chronicles only names 2 of the top 3 and its second-tier list is longer than the
one in Samuel. Both second tier lists are longer than 30, so that number is probably just given as a round number. Each
of the top 3 are noted for specific acts of valor. Then there is special mention of 2 individuals from the second tier, who
were both noted for acts of valor like the top 3 but were specifically said to not have attained the status of the top 3. |
believe most if not all of these men joined David before he became king and were the leaders of his personal army
which first numbered 400 and later expanded to 600 men. These men were probably noted for their leadership,
fearlessness, and maybe most of all for their loyalty to David. What is interesting is that Joab, who also happened to be
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Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

David’s nephew, who was also named the commander of the entire army, was not named among the top 3 or the top
30. I think Joab was a very brave warrior and capable leader, but | think he was probably very assertive about wanting to
be in charge during the early days. He officially earned the position and title of commander of the army by single
handedly penetrating the Jebusite stronghold leading to the capture of their city which became known as Jerusalem and
the capital city of Israel as well as the city of David [1 Chronicles 11:4-6].

David's weakness

Although Joab was commander of the army for most of David’s kingship, his relationship with David grew more and
more strained as time went on. In 2 Samuel 3:39, even though he was king, David admitted that he was unable to
control these sons of Zeruiah. These three brothers, Joab, Abishai and Asahel, were always called the sons of Zeruiah,
who was David'’s sister. In fact, their father is not even named. | wonder if there was some reason they were always
referred to as the sons of a woman rather than known as the son of their father. Finally in 1 Kings 2:5, David asked his
son Solomon to not let Joab die a natural death, because he had murdered Abner former command of Saul’s army, and
Amasa former commander of Absalom’s army and his own cousin, because they were threats to his position as
commander.

| believe David was weak when it came to disciplining or punishing those who were family. As | mentioned above, when
Joab, the son of David’s sister, murdered Abner in cold blood he said:

25amuel 339 "And | [am] weak today, though anointed king; and these men, the sons of Zeruiah, [are] too harsh for
me. The LORD shall repay the evildoer according to his wickedness." 2 Samuel 3:39 NKJV

When it appeared that David was going to make Amasa commander of the army [2 Samuel 19:13], Joab murdered him in

cold blood [2 Samuel 20:9-10], and regained his status as commander of the army. There is no record of any disciplinary

action taken by David against Joab.

When David’s oldest son Amnon raped his half-sister Tamar, David was angry but apparently didn’t do anything [2
Samuel 13:21]. The bible has the following to say regarding David’s son Adonijah, but it was probably the same for all his

sons.

Lkings 16 (And his father had not rebuked him at any time by saying, "Why have you done so?" He [was] also very
good-looking. [His mother] had borne him after Absalom.) 1 Kings 1:6 NKJV

A man after God's heart

A good and positive way for us to close our discussion of David is to remember what made him great and why he could
be used so powerfully by God. King David made some serious mistakes, but he always acknowledged them, repented,
and asked for God’s forgiveness. This is why despite his failures; God could refer to him as “a man after My heart.”

Acts13:22 "And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony
and said, 'l have found David the [son] of Jesse, a man after My [own] heart, who will do all My will."' Acts 13:22
NKJV

As with the story of Samuel, it is well worth your time to read the entire story of David, 1 Samuel 16 —1 Kings 2:11, 1
Chronicles 11:1 —29:30.
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What do you believe?

e Do you think David played his harp for Saul before he faced Goliath?

e 2 Samuel 21:15 says that David grew faint and the giant Ishbi-Benob was about to kill him and Abishai came to
his aid and killed the giant. How do you picture the warrior David growing faint in battle?

e |f we take a cubit to be a foot and a half which is a common assumption, Goliath was over 9 feet tall [1 Samuel
17:4], and Og’s bed was over 13 feet long. How big do you think these giants were?
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King Solomon

Story: 1 Kings 2:12 —11:43, 2 Chronicles 1:1 —9:31

The transition from one king to the next was usually a very tense situation. Because kings reign their entire life, they are
usually old, weak, and not as alert at the end. This is an opportune time for upstarts to move in and take control. This is
what David’s sons Absalom and Adonijah tried. But it was David’s will that Solomon would follow him on the throne of
Israel. In the discussion of “King David,” | already mentioned his short comings as a father and disciplinarian. It is
speculation on my part, but | think with Solomon, David made more of an attempt to train and discipline him, thus
making him better fitted to follow his father on the throne. Being one of the youngest however, he would probably not
have been the natural choice in the eyes of the people or David’s older sons. Nevertheless, with David’s backing, some
humility towards God, the execution of Joab and Adonijah, and some wise rulings, Solomon became firmly established
on the throne. In terms of peace, prosperity and world dominion, the early reign of Solomon was probably the golden
age of the Israelite nation.

Forced labor

| say early reign, when | believe he was more humble and didn’t think so highly of himself. | think that over time, the
power, praise and adulation went to his head. In spite of the massive tribute he was collecting from the surrounding
nations that had been subjugated by his father, Solomon began to tax and enslave his own people to satisfy his own
extravagant desires and ambitious building projects. This leads us to the debate over whether Solomon conscripted

forced labor from his own nation or only from non-Israelites.

1Kings4:6 Ahishar, over the household; and Adoniram the son of Abda, over the labor force. 7 And Solomon had
twelve governors over all Israel, who provided food for the king and his household; each one made provision for
one month of the year. 1 Kings 4:6-7 NKJV

Lkings 513 Then King Solomon raised up a labor force out of all Israel; and the labor force was thirty thousand men.
14 And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month in shifts: they were one month in Lebanon [and] two
months at home; Adoniram [was] in charge of the labor force. > Solomon had seventy thousand who carried
burdens, and eighty thousand who quarried [stone] in the mountains, ! besides three thousand three hundred
from the chiefs of Solomon's deputies, who supervised the people who labored in the work. 17 And the king
commanded them to quarry large stones, costly stones, [and] hewn stones, to lay the foundation of the temple.
18 So Solomon's builders, Hiram's builders, and the Gebalites quarried [them]; and they prepared timber and
stones to build the temple. 1 Kings 5:13-18 NKJV

Lkings 915 And this [is] the reason for the labor force which King Solomon raised: to build the house of the LORD,
his own house, the Millo, the wall of Jerusalem, Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer. 1® (Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone
up and taken Gezer and burned it with fire, had killed the Canaanites who dwelt in the city, and had given it [as]
a dowry to his daughter, Solomon's wife.) 7 And Solomon built Gezer, Lower Beth Horon, ¥ Baalath, and Tadmor
in the wilderness, in the land [of Judah], *° all the storage cities that Solomon had, cities for his chariots and
cities for his cavalry, and whatever Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of his
dominion.
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20 All the people [who were] left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, who [were] not of
the children of Israel—2! that is, their descendants who were left in the land after them, whom the children of
Israel had not been able to destroy completely--from these Solomon raised forced labor, as it is to this day.

22 But of the children of Israel Solomon made no forced laborers, because they [were] men of war and his
servants: his officers, his captains, commanders of his chariots, and his cavalry. 1 Kings 9:15-22 NKJV

1kings 11:28 The man Jeroboam [was] a mighty man of valor; and Solomon, seeing that the young man was
industrious, made him the officer over all the labor force of the house of Joseph. 1 Kings 11:28 NKJV

Lkings 12:4 "yoyr father made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your father, and
his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you." 1 Kings 12:4 NKJV

So, did Solomon force the Israelites to labor for him? | think the evidence seems to indicate that he did. So, what do we
make of the statement in 1 Kings 9 that “Solomon did not make slaves of the sons of Israel?” | think the answer lies in 1
Kings 5 where it describes Solomon’s use of forced labor for building the Temple. One month of labor and two months
home. | think he thought of it as a tax rather than enslavement. The peasant probably couldn’t pay gold or silver for their
tax, but they could work. | think Solomon saw it as a 33% tax where they were required to labor for the kingdom one
third of the time without pay to effectively cover their tax bill. Now those who were not Israelites were probably forced
into labor all the time as slaves.

Now there are some who believe that Solomon exempted Judah, his own tribe from taxation to ensure their loyalty to
him.®° This makes sense because it was the ten northern tribes, under the leadership of Jeroboam who complained to
Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, about the heavy yoke and not the tribe of Judah.

In my mind, the picture that emerges is this. Solomon thought of forcing part time labor as a tax and not slavery. He
taxed the Northern tribes of Israel in this way, but he made people from the tribe of Judah, the commanders and officers
in his military instead of forcing them into labor. He forced non-Israelite residents of the land into full time slavery. As
time went on, and Solomon had more and more extravagant desires and building projects, he probably increased the
rate of taxation, effectively providing him with the needed labor.

Solomon'’s fall into idolatry
The sad story of Solomon’s fall into idolatry is well known.

Lkings11:3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away
his heart. * For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart
was not loyal to the LORD his God, as [was] the heart of his father David. > For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. ® Solomon did evil in the sight of
the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as [did] his father David. ” Then Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that [is] east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of
the people of Ammon. & And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their
gods.

9 So the LORD became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the LORD God of Israel, who had
appeared to him twice, 1 Kings 11:3-9 NKJV

60 http://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient and Medieval History/2500 BCE-
539 BCE/Social History/King Solomon.shtml
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The question is, did Solomon repent? There is no record of his repentance in 1 Kings, and Chronicles doesn’t mention his
apostasy. The book of Ecclesiastes reads like a book of regrets and lessons learned, but does not contain evidence of
repentance, the way his father David responded when confronted with his sin.

Ecdlesiastes 2:11 Thap | |ooked on all the works that my hands had done And on the labor in which | had toiled; And
indeed all [was] vanity and grasping for the wind. [There was] no profit under the sun. Ecclesiastes 2:11 NKJV

Ecclesiastes 12:13 | ot ys hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is
man's all. ** For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 NKJV

The bible leaves us to speculate whether he actually ever did repent and take ownership of his sin. Ellen White says:
Solomon's repentance was sincere; but the harm that his example of evil-doing had wrought could not be undone.®! The
following verse speaks of some of the actions taken by the good king Josiah, in his attempts to thoroughly rid his
kingdom of idolatry.

2Kings 23:13 Then the king defiled the high places that [were] east of Jerusalem, which [were] on the south of the

Mount of Corruption, which Solomon king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, for
Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the people of Ammon. * And he
broke in pieces the [sacred] pillars and cut down the wooden images, and filled their places with the bones of
men. 2 Kings 23:13-14 NKJV

Apparently, it wasn’t until the reign of Josiah, over 300 years later, that the high places that Solomon built for idol
worship were destroyed. So even if Solomon repented, he definitely did not clean up his mess.

What do you believe?

e How old do you think Solomon was when he became king?
e Do you think Solomon’s descent into self-indulgent tyranny happened at the same time as his fall into idolatry?
e What does it tell you about Solomon that he would have a harem of 700 wives and 300 concubines?

1 White, Ellen. Prophets and Kings, Mountain View, CA, Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1943. p84.
http://www.whiteestate.org/books/pk/pk5.html
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The divided kingdom

Story: 1 Kings 12:1 —12:24, 2 Chronicles 10

The division of the kingdom of Israel happened after the end of Solomon’s reign. God had promised David that he would
always have a descendant sitting on the throne, but He didn’t promise that it would be over the entire Israelite nation.

25amuel 7:16 "And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be
established forever." '" 2 Samuel 7:16 NKJV

Because of Solomon’s self-indulgent tyranny, he left a nation on the verge of civil war to his son Rehoboam. We aren’t
told Solomon’s age when he began to reign, but we are told that he was young. That is why it is interesting to note that
Rehoboam was 41 years old when he began to reign [1 Kings 14:21]. Considering the fact that Solomon reigned 40 years
[1 Kings 11:42], that would mean that Rehoboam was born before Solomon became king. The second interesting thing is
that Rehoboam’s mother, probably the first wife of Solomon was Naamah, an Ammonitess [1 Kings 14:31].

Lkings 12:3 that they sent and called him. Then Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to
Rehoboam, saying, # "Your father made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your
father, and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you." 1 Kings 12:3-4 NKJV

Apparently, Rehoboam was not ready to give up the self-indulgent life he had under his father.

1Kings 1218 30 d he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, saying, "My father made your yoke
heavy, but | will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but | will chastise you with scourges!" 1
Kings 12:14 NKJV

1kings 12:16 Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, saying:
"What share have we in David? [We have] no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! Now, see to
your own house, O David!" So Israel departed to their tents. 1 Kings 12:16 NKJV

1Kings 12:21 Anhd when Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah with the tribe of
Benjamin, one hundred and eighty thousand chosen [men] who were warriors, to fight against the house of
Israel, that he might restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 1 Kings 12:21 NKJV

| can understand why the tribe of Judah would remain loyal to the dynasty of King David, but why did Benjamin side with
them? Some have speculated that the fact that Jerusalem was on the border between Judah and Benjamin, may have
meant that they received similar preferential treatment, to ensure their loyalty for the security and stability of the
capital city. The end result of this turmoil is that the nation of Israel was split into two kingdoms, who were at times
even at war with each other. The southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin were ruled for nearly 350 years by 20 kings
from a single dynasty, more than half of which were good. If you just added up the years, you would get 387 but Thiele
showed that in order to harmonize everything, there were some overlapping reigns, and there was a mixture of
"ascension year" and "non- ascension year" dating that had to be sorted out.

e "ascension year" - if a king died in the middle of a year, the period to the end of that year would be called the
"ascension year" and year 1 of the new king's reign would begin at the new year
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e "non- ascension year" - the period to the end of the year would be Year 1 of the new king and Year 2 would
begin at the start of the new year.%?

The ten northern tribes had more instability and were ruled for a little over 200 years by 20 kings and 9 different
dynasties, all of which were wicked in the sight of God.

The following table of the divided kingdom lists the kings, the different dynasties of the Northern kingdom, how long
they reigned, and whether they were good or bad. Probably the most notable recent work on the chronology of the
Kings of Israel and Judah was done by Edwin Thiele. He was a Seventh-Day Adventist missionary, editor, archaeologist,
writer and Old Testament professor. His doctoral dissertation, later published as “The Mysterious Numbers of the
Hebrew Kings,” is widely regarded as the definitive work on the chronology of the Hebrew kings.®® His work including
beginning and ending months for most reigns, and proposed overlapping reigns, is summarized in full at the URL in the
footnote, and is the source for the alignment of the following table.®

Northern Kingdom of Israel Southern Kingdom of Judah
King Dynasty Years Character King Years Character
Jeroboam | Jeroboam 22 Bad [1 Kings 14:7-20] Rehoboam 17 Bad [2 Chronicles 12:1]
I
Abijah 3 Bad [1 Kings 15:1-3]
Nadab 2 Bad [1 Kings 15:25-26] | Asa 41 Good [1 Kings 15:9-15]
Baasha Baasha 24 Bad [1 Kings 15:33-34]
Elah 2 Bad [1 Kings 16:8-13]
Zimri Zimri 7
days
Tibni
Omri Omrri 12 Bad [1 Kings 16:23-25]
Ahab 22 Worst [1 Kings 16:29- | Jehoshaphat 25 Good [2 Chronicles 17:1-6]
30]
Ahaziah 2 Bad [1 Kings 22:51-53]
Joram 12 Bad [2 Kings 3:1-2] Jehoram 8 Bad [2 Chronicles 21:4-6]
Ahaziah 1 Bad [2 Kings 8:25-27]
Jehu Jehu 28 Bad [2 Kings 10:31-36] | Athaliah Bad [2 Kings 11:1]
Jehoahaz 17 Bad [2 Kings 13:1-2] Joash 40 Good [2 Kings 12:1-2] - Bad [2
Chronicles 24:17-22]
Jehoash 16 Bad [2 Kings 13:10-11] | Amaziah 29 Good [2 Kings 14:1-3]
Jeroboam 41 Bad [2 Kings 14:23-24] | Azariah 52 Good [2 Kings 15:1-3] - Bad [2
i (Uzziah) Chronicles 26:16-21]
Zechariah 6mo Bad [2 Kings 15:8-9]
Shallum Shallum 1 mo
Menahem Menahem 10 Bad [2 Kings 15:17-18] | Jotham 16 Good [2 Kings 15:32-34]
Pekahiah 2 Bad [2 Kings 15:23-24]
Pekah Pekah 20 Bad [2 Kings 15:27-28] | Ahaz 16 Bad [2 Kings 16:1-3]
Hoshea Hoshea 9 Bad [2 Kings 17:1-2]
Hezekiah 29 Good [2 Kings 18:1-3]
Manasseh 55 Worst [2 Kings 21:1-17]
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Amon 2 Bad [2 Kings 21:18-20]

Josiah 31 Best [1 Kings 22:1-2, 2 Kings 23:25]
Jehoahaz 3mo Bad[2Kings 23:31-32]

Jehoiakim 11 Bad [2 Kings 23:36-37]

Jehoiachin 3mo Bad[2Kings 24:8-9]

Zedekiah 11 Bad [2 Kings 24:18-19]

What do you believe?

e  Why do you think there were some good kings in the southern kingdom but not a single one in the northern
kingdom?

e King Saul whom David replaced was from the tribe of Benjamin. Can you think of any reasons, other than the
one mentioned, that they might have been loyal to the dynasty of King David?

e Why do you think the southern kingdom lasted longer than the northern kingdom?
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Prophets

Prophets were one of the primary ways that God communicated with the Israelites in Old Testament times. Of course,
there was Moses who was very instrumental in establishing the nation of Israel. In fact, it seems that Moses was even
more than a prophet, because God spoke directly with him.

Numbers 126 Then He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, [I], the LORD, make Myself known
to him in a vision; | speak to him in a dream. 7 Not so with My servant Moses; He [is] faithful in all My house. 81
speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he sees the form of the LORD. Why then
were you not afraid To speak against My servant Moses?" Numbers 12:6-8 NKJV

Next there was Samuel who ushered in the era of the kings.

1samuel3:1 Now the boy Samuel ministered to the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those
days; [there was] no widespread revelation. 1 Samuel 3:1 NKJV

1Samuel 3:10 N g\ the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel answered,
"Speak, for Your servant hears."

11 Then the LORD said to Samuel: "Behold, | will do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears
it will tingle. 12 "In that day | will perform against Eli all that | have spoken concerning his house, from beginning
to end. 3 "For | have told him that | will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his
sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them. ** "And therefore | have sworn to the house of Eli that
the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever." 1 Samuel 3:10-14 NKJV

1samuel3:19 g5 Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 2° And all
Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel [had been] established as a prophet of the LORD. % Then the
LORD appeared again in Shiloh. For the LORD revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD. 1
Samuel 3:19-21 NKJV

Between the time of Moses and the time of Samuel, there were judges. Most of these judges were called by God to free
the Israelites from oppression and bring them back to the worship of the true God, but for the most part, they were not
prophets. There may have been more, but there were only two prophets mentioned during the time of the judges, and
one of them was not even named.

ludges 4:4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, was judging Israel at that time. Judges 4:4 NKJV

ludees 67 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried out to the LORD because of the Midianites, & that
the LORD sent a prophet to the children of Israel, who said to them, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'l
brought you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of bondage; Judges 6:7-8 NKJV

During the period of the kings, there were many prophets who were used by God to reprove, correct and communicate
His messages to the Israelites. The Bible has a number of books named after prophets. We have taken to categorizing
them as major prophets and minor prophets, not based on their roles or impact, but based on the size of the book of the
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Bible named for them. In addition to that are a number of prophets who are not named in the title of a book of the
Bible. Then there are also numerous false prophets, most of whom are unnamed.

Let’s see if we can identify the prophets mentioned in the Bible. The word “prophet” occurs 243 times in 227 verses in
the NKJV. Let’s list people who were called prophets.

Prophets identified by the primary Hebrew word translated to prophet which is 8223, ndbi'®>: Abraham [Genesis 20:7],
Aaron [Exodus 7:1], Moses [Numbers 12:6], unnamed [Judges 6:8], Samuel [1 Samuel 3:20], group of unnamed [1
Samuel 10:5], Gad [1 Samuel 22:5], Nathan [1 Samuel 7:2], Ahijah [1 Kings 11:29], man of God and old prophet [1 Kings
13:18], Jehu [1 Kings 16:7], prophets hidden by Obadiah [1 Kings 18:4], prophets killed by Jezebel [1 Kings 18:13],
prophets of Baal and Asherah [1 Kings 18:19], Elijah [1 Kings 18:22], Elisha [1 Kings 19:16], unnamed [1 Kings 20:13],
unnamed [1 Kings 20:38], 400 false prophets [1 Kings 22:6], Micaiah [1 Kings 22:13], sons of prophets [2 Kings 2:3], 50
sons of prophets [2 Kings 2:7], Jonah [2 Kings 14:25], Isaiah [2 Kings 19:2], Shemiah [2 Chronicles 12:5], Iddo [2
Chronicles 13:22], Oded [2 Chronicles 15:8], unnamed [2 Chronicles 25:15], Jeremiah [2 Chronicles 36:12], Hananiah
(false) [Jeremiah 28:1]

Prophets, some of whom may have been listed above, who had books of the Bible named for them: Ezekiel, Daniel,
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.

Prophets mentioned in the New Testament identified by the Greek word mpooritng, prophétés®®: John the Baptist
[Matthew 1:9], David [Acts 2:29-30], Agabus and a group of unnamed prophets [Acts 11:27-28], unnamed prophets in
the church in Antioch [Acts 13:1], Judas & Silas [Acts 15:32],

Distinguishing a true from a false prophet

Since | brought up the concept of a false prophet, it would be nice to know if there was a way to distinguish a true
prophet from a false prophet. Let’s see what the Bible can tell us about this. God will give dreams and visions to His
prophets and will reveal things to them.

Numbers 12:6 Then He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, [l], the LORD, make Myself known
to him in a vision; | speak to him in a dream. Numbers 12:6 NKJV

Amos 37 grely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets. Amos 3:7
NKJV

If a prophet’s predictions do not come true, they are a false prophet. This one is a little tricky because some prophecies
are conditional such as Jonah’s message to Nineveh that they would be destroyed in forty days [Jonah 3].

Deuteronomy 18:22 "\yhen g prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to pass,
that [is] the thing which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be
afraid of him. Deuteronomy 18:22 NKJV

leremiah 289 " A for the prophet who prophesies of peace, when the word of the prophet comes to pass, the
prophet will be known [as] one whom the LORD has truly sent." Jeremiah 28:9 NKJV
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Ezekiel 33:33 "And when this comes to pass--surely it will come--then they will know that a prophet has been among
them." Ezekiel 33:33 NKJV

True prophets will try to turn people’s hearts to God and their message will be in harmony with the Bible.

1saiah 8:20 Tg the |aw and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, [it is] because [there is] no
light in them. Isaiah 8:20 NKJV

Deuteronomy 13:1 | thare grises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sigh or a wonder,
2"and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods'--

'3 "you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that

which you have not known--'and let us serve them,
dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your God with all

your heart and with all your soul. Deuteronomy 13:1-3 NKJV

leremiah 23:13 "An( | have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria: They prophesied by Baal And caused My people
Israel to err. 2 Also | have seen a horrible thing in the prophets of Jerusalem: They commit adultery and walk in
lies; They also strengthen the hands of evildoers, So that no one turns back from his wickedness. All of them are
like Sodom to Me, And her inhabitants like Gomorrah.

15 "Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets: 'Behold, | will feed them with wormwood,
And make them drink the water of gall; For from the prophets of Jerusalem Profaneness has gone out into all
the land.""

16 Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you. They make you
worthless; They speak a vision of their own heart, Not from the mouth of the LORD. ¥’ They continually say to
those who despise Me, 'The LORD has said, "You shall have peace" '; And [to] everyone who walks according to
the dictates of his own heart, they say, 'No evil shall come upon you.'" 8 For who has stood in the counsel of
the LORD, And has perceived and heard His word? Who has marked His word and heard [it]? ° Behold, a
whirlwind of the LORD has gone forth in fury--A violent whirlwind! It will fall violently on the head of the wicked.
20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back Until He has executed and performed the thoughts of His heart. In
the latter days you will understand it perfectly. 2! "I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran. | have not
spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 22 But if they had stood in My counsel, And had caused My people to hear
My words, Then they would have turned them from their evil way And from the evil of their doings. Jeremiah

23:13-22 NKJIV

leremiah 23:25 | haye heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in My name, saying, 'l have dreamed, |
have dreamed!' %® "How long will [this] be in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies? Indeed [they are]
prophets of the deceit of their own heart, 2’ "who try to make My people forget My name by their dreams which
everyone tells his neighbor, as their fathers forgot My name for Baal. 2 "The prophet who has a dream, let him
tell a dream; And he who has My word, let him speak My word faithfully. What [is] the chaff to the wheat?" says
the LORD. Jeremiah 23:25-28 NKJV

2Kkings 17:13 yot the LORD testified against Israel and against Judah, by all of His prophets, every seer, saying, "Turn
from your evil ways, and keep My commandments [and] My statutes, according to all the law which |
commanded your fathers, and which | sent to you by My servants the prophets." 2 Kings 17:13 NKJV
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What do you believe?

e Do you think there are any more prophets today?
e Do you think it would be hard to tell if someone were a true prophet of God?
e Are miracles a good test of a true prophet?



Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

Elijah

Story: 1 Kings 17:1 — 2 Kings 2:11

Lkings17:1 And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, "[As] the LORD God of Israel lives,
before whom | stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word."

2 Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 3 "Get away from here and turn eastward, and hide by the
Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. # "And it will be [that] you shall drink from the brook, and | have
commanded the ravens to feed you there." 1 Kings 17:1-4 NKJV

This is the first verse in the Bible where Elijah is mentioned. Being a Tishbite who settled in Gilead leads me to believe
that he was not a descendant of the original Israelite inhabitants of that area. Gilead was part of the land east of the
Jordan River that was assigned to one of the descendants of Manasseh, a son of Joseph.

Elijah was a prophet during the time of Ahab, who we are told was the most wicked king of Israel [1 Kings 16:29-30]. God

gave him a message to carry to the wicked, idolatrous king. After delivering the message, Elijah was to go hide and wait
for the drought, while being miraculously fed by ravens.

1kines17: S5 he went and did according to the word of the LORD, for he went and stayed by the Brook Cherith,
which flows into the Jordan. ® The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in
the evening; and he drank from the brook. 1 Kings 17:5-6 NKJV

Miraculously, ravens who would naturally be scavenging for food for themselves, brought foods suitable for human
consumption to Elijah. When the brook ran dry, he was instructed by God to go to a Widow in Zerephath where God
would miraculously provide for both him and the woman’s family [1 Kings 17:9-16].

Lkines 1717 Now it happened after these things [that] the son of the woman who owned the house became sick.
And his sickness was so serious that there was no breath left in him. ¥ So she said to Elijah, "What have | to do
with you, O man of God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?"

19 And he said to her, "Give me your son." So he took him out of her arms and carried him to the upper room
where he was staying, and laid him on his own bed. ?° Then he cried out to the LORD and said, "O LORD my God,
have You also brought tragedy on the widow with whom | lodge, by killing her son?" 2! And he stretched himself
out on the child three times, and cried out to the LORD and said, "O LORD my God, | pray, let this child's soul
come back to him." 22 Then the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came back to him, and
he revived. 1 Kings 17:17-22 NKJV

| believe this is the first mention in the Bible of a person being resurrected from the dead.

Possibly what Elijah is most known for is the confrontation with the 450 priests of Baal and 400 priests of Asherah on
Mount Carmel.

Lkings 18:20 55 Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on Mount Carmel. 2! And
Elijah came to all the people, and said, "How long will you falter between two opinions? If the LORD [is] God,
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follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people answered him not a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people,
"l alone am left a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets [are] four hundred and fifty men. 2 "Therefore let
them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay [it] on the wood,
but put no fire [under it]; and | will prepare the other bull, and lay [it] on the wood, but put no fire [under it].

24 "Then you call on the name of your gods, and | will call on the name of the LORD; and the God who answers by
fire, He is God." So all the people answered and said, "It is well spoken."

25 Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one bull for yourselves and prepare [it] first, for you [are]
many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire [under it]."

26 5o they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared [it], and called on the name of Baal from
morning even till noon, saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But [there was] no voice; no one answered. Then they leaped
about the altar which they had made.

27 And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud, for he [is] a god; either he is meditating,
or he is busy, or he is on a journey, [or] perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened." 28 So they cried aloud,
and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood gushed out on them. ?° And
when midday was past, they prophesied until the [time] of the offering of the [evening] sacrifice. But [there was]
no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention.

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come near to me." So all the people came near to him. And he repaired the
altar of the LORD [that was] broken down. 3! And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the
tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, "Israel shall be your name." 32 Then
with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD; and he made a trench around the altar large enough
to hold two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid [it] on the wood, and
said, "Fill four waterpots with water, and pour [it] on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood." 34 Then he said, "Do
[it] a second time," and they did [it] a second time; and he said, "Do [it] a third time," and they did [it] a third
time. 3 So the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled the trench with water.

% And it came to pass, at [the time of] the offering of the [evening] sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near
and said, "LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You [are] God in Israel and | [am]
Your servant, and [that] | have done all these things at Your word. 3’ "Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this
people may know that You [are] the LORD God, and [that] You have turned their hearts back [to You] again."

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust,
and it licked up the water that [was] in the trench. 3 Now when all the people saw [it], they fell on their faces;
and they said, "The LORD, He [is] God! The LORD, He [is] God!" 1 Kings 18:20-39 NKJV

This is possibly the only time mentioned in the Bible where the Northern Kingdom of Israel was said to confess in mass
that the Lord is God. Unfortunately, it did not result in the removal of Ahab and Jezebel from power. | believe this
confession may have led to some defections to the Southern Kingdom, where the true God was more generally upheld
and worshipped, but it did not seem to result in any nationwide change in the Northern Kingdom.

Elijah had the distinction along with Enoch of being the only two people in the Bible whom we are told were taken to
heaven without dying.

2kings 211 Then jt happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire [appeared] with
horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 2 Kings 2:11 NKJV
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But the legend of Elijah did not end with his departure from this earth. His name was mentioned in a prophecy in
Malachi.

Malachi4:5 Bahold, | will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.
Malachi 4:5 NKJV

And he was mentioned multiple times in the New Testament, possibly because of the prophecy. First the mission of John
the Baptist, the herald of the Messiah was said by Jesus to be the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy.

Matthew 11:14 " And if you are willing to receive [it], he is Elijah who is to come. Matthew 11:14 NKJV

Another mention of Elijah in the New Testament was his appearance with Moses when they met and talked with Jesus
on the Mountain where He was transfigured.

Matthew 17:2 anq He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as
the light. > And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Matthew 17:2-3 NKJV

Finally, as Jesus was dying on the cross, He uttered some words in a language unknown to the bystanders, who thought
that maybe He was calling to Elijah.

Matthew 27:46 And gbout the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is,
"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" # Some of those who stood there, when they heard [that], said,
"This Man is calling for Elijah!" Matthew 27:46-47 NKJV

What do you believe?

e  Why do you think Elijah was taken to heaven without dying?
e  Why was John the Baptist likened to Elijah?
e What do you think Moses and Elijah talked to Jesus about on the mountain when He was transfigured?
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Elisha

Story: 1 Kings 19:15 - 21, 2 Kings 2:1 - 13:21

Elisha was chosen by God to be the successor to Elijah as prophet to the Northern Kingdom of Israel.

Lkings 19:19 55 he departed from there, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who [was] plowing [with] twelve yoke
[of oxen] before him, and he was with the twelfth. Then Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle on him.

20 And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah, and said, "Please let me kiss my father and my mother, and [then] |
will follow you." And he said to him, "Go back again, for what have | done to you?" 2! So [Elisha] turned back
from him, and took a yoke of oxen and slaughtered them and boiled their flesh, using the oxen's equipment, and
gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 1 Kings 19:19-21
NKJV

The fact that Elisha was found by the prophet plowing his father’s field may tell us some about him and his family. His
family was probably doing well to own 24 oxen. Verse 21 says that when he cooked the meat, he gave it to the people.
What people did he give it to? It says there were twelve pairs of oxen, and Elisha was with the twelfth, so there must
have been eleven servants plowing the field with him. It would seem logical that he gave it to the people who were
helping him in the field. So, despite the fact that his family was wealthy enough to own 24 oxen and servants, Elisha was
plowing the field beside the servants? His willingness to give up a comfortable life to essentially wait on Elijah as a
servant, also tells us something about his values and priorities. So, Elisha patiently served Elijah, in a master/apprentice
role, waiting for the time when he was to take his place as the prophet.

2Kings 2:3 Now the sons of the prophets who [were] at Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know
that the LORD will take away your master from over you today?" And he said, "Yes, | know; keep silent!" 2 Kings
2:3 NKJV

As the time drew near for Elijah to be taken, somehow Elisha and the "sons of the prophets" had been informed. This
term "sons of the prophets" appears 12 times in 11 different verses in the NKJV. Nine of the eleven verses were clearly
in connection with Elisha. The last was a New Testament reference and the first could have been connected with Elisha. |
believe the term "sons of the prophets" referred not necessarily to literal sons of prophets but to individuals who were
in an apprentice role, training to become spiritual leaders and teachers. | didn't say prophets, because God is the one
who chooses someone to be a prophet. It is a foregone conclusion that Elisha was an apprentice under Elijah. But the
fact that these "sons of the prophets" referred to Elijah as Elisha's master and not theirs leads me to believe that maybe
they considered themselves apprentices under Elisha.

2Kines 29 And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask! What may | do for you, before
| am taken away from you?" Elisha said, "Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me." 1° So he said,
"You have asked a hard thing. [Nevertheless], if you see me [when | am] taken from you, it shall be so for you;
but if not, it shall not be [so]." 2 Kings 2:9-10 NKJV

Was Elisha wanting to be twice as great or twice as powerful as Elijah? Considering what we have seen of him so far, |
don't think that's what he was asking for. We have already seen how Elisha left a seemingly good life at home to serve
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Elijah as his apprentice, which was probably similar to the way a servant serves his master. Whatever he intended, |
don't think it was a selfish request.

Almost immediately after the departure of Elijah an incident occurred which on the surface seems out of character for
Elisha.

2Kings 223 Then he went up from there to Bethel; and as he was going up the road, some youths came from the
city and mocked him, and said to him, "Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!" 2* So he turned around and
looked at them, and pronounced a curse on them in the name of the LORD. And two female bears came out of
the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths. 2 Kings 2:23-24 NKJV

Does this action by Elisha seem kind of severe? Were the lads killed or just injured? | believe that Elisha was well able to
take an insult, but God had an important work for him to do, and he needed to command some respect to carry out this
work. | think this one incident at the start of his ministry would prevent any future sacrilegious youth from mocking
God's messenger.

Let's go back to the term "sons of the prophets" again because | think it was a key element of Elisha's ministry.

2Kings 23 Now the sons of the prophets who [were] at Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know
that the LORD will take away your master from over you today?" And he said, "Yes, | know; keep silent!" 2 Kings
2:3 NKJV

2Kings 25 Now the sons of the prophets who [were] at Jericho came to Elisha and said to him, "Do you know that
the LORD will take away your master from over you today?" So he answered, "Yes, | know; keep silent!" 2 Kings
2:5 NKJV

2kings 27 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood facing [them] at a distance, while the two of
them stood by the Jordan. 2 Kings 2:7 NKJV

2Kkings 215 Now when the sons of the prophets who [were] from Jericho saw him, they said, "The spirit of Elijah
rests on Elisha." And they came to meet him, and bowed to the ground before him. 2 Kings 2:15 NKJV

There were more than fifty in this group who seemed pretty familiar with Elisha, but when it appeared that Elijah had
departed, they bowed down in respect to Elisha. While still serving Elijah, these men probably saw Elisha as more of a
peer, even though he probably instructed them as well.

LKings 41 A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, saying, "Your servant my
husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the LORD. And the creditor is coming to take my two
sons to be his slaves." 2 Kings 4:1 NKJV

2Kkings 438 An( Elisha returned to Gilgal, and [there was] a famine in the land. Now the sons of the prophets [were]
sitting before him; and he said to his servant, "Put on the large pot, and boil stew for the sons of the prophets."
2 Kings 4:38 NKJV

2kings 61 And the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, "See now, the place where we dwell with you is too small for
us. 2 Kings 6:1 NKIV

These verses we just read give us more of a picture of how close Elisha was to the "sons of the prophets." Their families
came to him when in financial crisis, he ate with them, and he helped them build a new dormitory.
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The missions of the two prophets Elijah and Elisha were quite different. Elijah reprimanded king Ahab to his face, and
through a fiery display from heaven, brought forth a confession from the nation that the Lord was God. Elisha gave aid
and counsel to the king, and influenced the nation by educating the youth, and travelling around the country performing
miracles. In fact, in some ways if the mission of Elijah was like that of John the Baptist, perhaps the ministry of Elisha
could be likened to that of Jesus on this earth.

2Kings 13:14 Flisha had become sick with the illness of which he would die. Then Joash the king of Israel came down
to him, and wept over his face, and said, "O my father, my father, the chariots of Israel and their horsemen!" 2
Kings 13:14 NKJV

| find it interesting that even the wicked, idol worshipping, king of Israel would come to Elisha and call him father and
weep over his impending death. The fact that the young king equated him with chariots and horsemen implies that he
realized the role Elisha played in the nation's security.

2Kings 13:20 Then Elisha died, and they buried him. And the [raiding] bands from Moab invaded the land in the
spring of the year. 2! So it was, as they were burying a man, that suddenly they spied a band [of raiders]; and
they put the man in the tomb of Elisha; and when the man was let down and touched the bones of Elisha, he
revived and stood on his feet. 2 Kings 13:20-21 NKJV

We don't know how long Elisha lived but we have an approximation on how long he served as prophet in Israel. In 2
Kings 19:16, Elijah was told to anoint Jehu to be the next king of Israel, and Elisha to be his successor. In fact, Jehu was
re-anointed during the ministry of Elisha [2 Kings 9:1-3]. Jehu reigned for 28 years [2 Kings 10:36], and his successor
Jehoahaz reigned 17 years [2 Kings 13:1]. Although the naming is a little inconsistent between Joash in verse 14 and
Jehoash in verse 10, it seems that he is the one who came to Elisha on his death bed. So, Elisha was a prophet in Israel
the entire reigns of Jehu and Jehoahaz, which was about 45 years, so | would guess his ministry as a prophet was at least
50 years.

Take some time to read the rest of the miracles in the story of Elisha.

e Crossing the Jordan River on dry land [2 Kings 2:14]
e Purification of a city's water supply [2 Kings 2:19-22]

e Water for the entire armies of Israel and Judah [2 Kings 3:5-27]

e Multiplying the oil supply of a widow in need [2 Kings 4:1-7]

e A son promised to the barren Shunammite woman [2 Kings 4:8-17]

e Son of the Shunammite woman raised from the dead [2 Kings 4:18-37]

e Makes the poisonous stew safe to eat [2 Kings 4:38-41]

e Feeding a multitude with a few barley loaves and some grain [2 Kings 4:42-44]

e Naaman cured of his leprosy [2 Kings 5:1-27]

e Making the axe head float [2 Kings 6:1-7]

e Warning the king of Israel about the plans of the king of Aram [2 Kings 6:8-12]
e Aramean army struck blind [2 Kings 6:13-23]

e Predicts the end of a siege [2 Kings 6:24-7:12]

e Predicts a seven-year famine [2 Kings 8:1-6]

e Manresurrected [2 Kings 13:20-21]
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What do you believe?

e Do you think it was hard for Elisha to lay in sickness on his deathbed wondering if he would be taken to heaven

like his master Elijah was?
e If the idol worshipping King respected and called him father, why did he not worship Elisha's God?

e Why do you think God had Elisha perform miracles to aid idolatrous Israelite kings [2 Kings 6:8-12]?
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[saiah

Isaiah was quoted many times in the New Testament. On his website, Ron Graham has very nicely presented a list of 70
of these quotes, most of which | have included in my text in table format. http://www.simplybible.com/f591.htm

Chapter 1
The first chapter of the book begins by identifying the time during which Isaiah lived and worked. It was during the

reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah of the southern kingdom of Judah. From our chapter on the divided
kingdom, we can see that it was during this time period that the northern kingdom of Israel met its end.

After the first verse, Isaiah immediately launches into God's rebuke against Judah for turning away from Him, and
describes what it will be like for them because of it. He says, referring to their future captivity, that unless some were
saved, the nation would have been completely lost like Sodom and Gomorrah. Paul then quotes Isaiah in the New
Testament referring to the Christians as the remnant saved out of the nation of Israel.

lsalah 1:9 nless the LORD of hosts Romans 9:29 And as Isaiah said before: "Unless the LORD of
Had left to us a very small remnant, Sabaoth had left us a seed,

We would have become like Sodom, We would have become like Sodom,

We would have been made like Gomorrah. And we would have been made like Gomorrah." Romans
Isaiah 1:9 NKJV 9:29 NKJV

The middle of the chapter talks about how God is fed up with their sacrifices, burnt offerings, and their keeping of the
festivals. The reason is because they think that by doing those things, they are obeying God, but He says cease to do evil,
learn to do good as evidenced by: seeking justice for all, reproving the ruthless, defending orphans and widows. This is
followed by the oft quoted verses which assures us of God's ability and willingness to forgive us:

lsaiah 118 "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD,
"Though your sins are like scarlet,

They shall be as white as snow;

Though they are red like crimson,

They shall be as wool.

191f you are willing and obedient,

You shall eat the good of the land;

20 Byt if you refuse and rebel,

You shall be devoured by the sword";
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
Isaiah 1:18-20 NKJV

The last third of the chapter returns to God's condemnation of Zion for its injustice, murders, rulers being friends with
thieves, bribery, and not taking care of the orphans and widows.
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What do you believe?

e During Isaiah's ministry, there were three good kings and one evil king. During which king's reign do you think
this chapter was written?

e Do you think God is more displeased with idolatry or with mistreatment of the underprivileged?

e Verse 19,20 says if you obey, things will be good, if you rebel you will be devoured by the sword. How does this
apply when good people suffer, and bad people prosper?

Chapter 2

In this chapter, the second and third verses seem like they could apply to the time in the church when Christians from all
nations would hold Jerusalem in high esteem and make pilgrimages there.

lsaiah 22 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days
[That] the mountain of the LORD's house

Shall be established on the top of the mountains,

And shall be exalted above the hills;

And all nations shall flow to it.

3 Many people shall come and say,

"Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
To the house of the God of Jacob;

He will teach us His ways,

And we shall walk in His paths."

For out of Zion shall go forth the law,

And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. Isaiah 2:2-3 NKJV

In fact, even a second dominant world religion, Islam holds the original Jewish temple site in high esteem. But when
does the statement, "the last days," refer to? Let's look at the next verse.

lsaiah 2:4 Ha shall judge between the nations,

And rebuke many people;

They shall beat their swords into plowshares,

And their spears into pruning hooks;

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

Neither shall they learn war anymore. Isaiah 2:4 NKJV

If this verse is a continuation of the previous two verses, it would not apply to the time mentioned above because there
was a lot of war, especially between the religions who held Jerusalem in high esteem. In my opinion, there is only one
time when there will be no more war and that is in the world which is made new after sin.

The event described in the second half of the chapter has places where it sounds like the second coming of Christ.

lsaiah 212 For the day of the LORD of hosts

[Shall come] upon everything proud and lofty,
Upon everything lifted up--

And it shall be brought low-- Isaiah 2:12 NKJV
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lsaiah2:19 Thay shall go into the holes  Luke23:30 "Then they will begin 'to Revelation 6:15 Ap the kings of the
of the rocks, And into the caves of say to the mountains, "Fall on earth, the great men, the rich
the earth, From the terror of the us!" and to the hills, "Cover us!" men, the commanders, the
LORD And the glory of His majesty, "Luke 23:30 NKJV mighty men, every slave and
When He arises to shake the earth every free man, hid themselves
mightily. Isaiah 2:19 NKJV in the caves and in the rocks of
aiah 201 ) the mountains, Revelation 6:15
saah 22l To go into the clefts of the NKJV

rocks, And into the crags of the
rugged rocks, From the terror of the
LORD And the glory of His majesty,
When He arises to shake the earth
mightily. Isaiah 2:21 NKJV

The verses preceding 19 and 21 mention that idols will be cast away. | suppose in the context of the time, this could be
said to be a prediction of the terror they will experience when confronted with the aggression of Assyria or Babylon. But
in the context of the first part of the chapter describing the second return of Christ, the parallels to Jesus' statement in
Luke and John's in Revelation fit together nicely.

What do you believe?

e Which "last days" do you believe verse 2 is referring to?

o If God wanted to bless the Israelites with temporal things (see chapter 61), then why is the silver and gold, and
no end to treasure in verse 7 a bad thing?

e There is a lot of repetition in this chapter, what does it mean to you?
o 9/11/12/17 the pride of man will be humbled
o 10/19/21 men will try to hide from the splendor of God's majesty

Chapter 3

This chapter speaks of a coming void of leadership in Judah.

lsaiah 31 £ hehold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts,

Takes away from Jerusalem and from Judah

The stock and the store,

The whole supply of bread and the whole supply of water;
2 The mighty man and the man of war,

The judge and the prophet,

And the diviner and the elder;

3 The captain of fifty and the honorable man,

The counselor and the skillful artisan,

And the expert enchanter. Isaiah 3:1-3 NKJV
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The Lord will judge the elders and princes because the possessions of the poor are in their houses. Israelites were not
supposed to keep loan collateral from the poor.

Exodus 2226 v|f yoy ever take your neighbor's garment as a pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes
down. ? "For that [is] his only covering, it [is] his garment for his skin. What will he sleep in? And it will be that
when he cries to Me, | will hear, for | [am] gracious. Exodus 22:26-27 NKJV

Because of their pride and seductive behavior, the women of Judah would be humbled.
lsaiah 3:16 \joreover the LORD says:

"Because the daughters of Zion are haughty,

And walk with outstretched necks

And wanton eyes,

Walking and mincing [as] they go,

Making a jingling with their feet,

7 Therefore the Lord will strike with a scab

The crown of the head of the daughters of Zion,

And the LORD will uncover their secret parts." Isaiah 3:16-17 NKJV

| believe this whole chapter to be a prophecy of the Babylonian exile. At that time all the people of power and influence
were taken to Babylon.

2Kings 258 And in the fifth month, on the seventh [day] of the month (which [was] the nineteenth year of King
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came
to Jerusalem. ° He burned the house of the LORD and the king's house; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all
the houses of the great, he burned with fire. 2° And all the army of the Chaldeans who [were with] the captain of
the guard broke down the walls of Jerusalem all around. ! Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried
away captive the rest of the people [who] remained in the city and the defectors who had deserted to the king
of Babylon, with the rest of the multitude. 12 But the captain of the guard left [some] of the poor of the land as
vinedressers and farmers. 2 Kings 25:8-12 NKJV

What do you believe?

e Verse 5 paints a picture of lawlessness in the absence of the leadership.

lsaiah 35 The people will be oppressed,

Every one by another and every one by his neighbor;
The child will be insolent toward the elder,

And the base toward the honorable." Isaiah 3:5 NKJV

Is it impossible for people to live without some kind of civil government to enforce laws?

e So what good is a civil government if they side with the bullies and oppress the poor and helpless?

e Did the women of Judah literally get scabs on their head (verse 17)? Is there some historical explanation of what
this meant?
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Chapter 4

This is a really short chapter so I've included the text of the entire chapter.

lsaiah4:1 And jn that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, "We will eat our own food and wear our
own apparel; Only let us be called by your name, To take away our reproach." % In that day the Branch of the
LORD shall be beautiful and glorious; And the fruit of the earth [shall be] excellent and appealing For those of
Israel who have escaped.

3 And it shall come to pass that [he who is] left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy--everyone
who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem. * When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of
Zion, and purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning,
> then the LORD will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and
smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night. For over all the glory there [will be] a covering. ¢ And
there will be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter from
storm and rain. Isaiah 4 NKJV

Verse 3 talks about a time when the remnant living will be called holy, it says they will be recorded which is translated to
write, record, enroll. This sounds a lot like the names written in the book of life (see the following).

Psalm 69:28 | ot them be blotted out of the book of the living, And not be written with the righteous. Psalm 69:28
NKJV

Revelation 138 A|| who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Revelation 13:8 NKJV

But looking at the first verse, this doesn't sound like the salvation of the righteous at the second coming of Christ.

lsaiah 41 And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, "We will eat our own food and wear our
own apparel; Only let us be called by your name, To take away our reproach." Isaiah 4:1 NKJV

This first verse seems to logically follow my assertion that chapter 3 described the people left in the land of Judah during
the Babylonian exile. Furthermore, | don't recall reading anywhere else in the Bible where it claims that those who were
left in Jerusalem during the exile were holy. Some commentators apply this to the Christian church and God's protection
of it and His followers in general. I'm not sure what | think about this chapter.

What do you believe?

e Do you think this chapter is referring to literal Mount Zion and Jerusalem in the Middle East?

e During the exodus, God provided a cloud of shade by day and fire for warmth by night [Exodus 13:21]. Does
verse 5 imply that this will happen again?

e Can you think of a specific time in the history of Jerusalem or Judah when women outnumbered men by 7:1 as
described in verse 1?

Chapter 5

This chapter begins with a parable of the vineyard.

lsaiah 51 Now let me sing to my Well-beloved A song of my Beloved regarding His vineyard:
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My Well-beloved has a vineyard

On a very fruitful hill.

2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones,

And planted it with the choicest vine.

He built a tower in its midst,

And also made a winepress in it;

So He expected [it] to bring forth [good] grapes,
But it brought forth wild grapes. Isaiah 5:1-2 NKJV

It is easy to overlook the fact that there are three participants rather than just the husbandman and the vineyard. Upon
deeper examination, the participants are:

1. The one telling the story, the owner of the vineyard, symbolizing God the Father.
2. The owner's beloved, presumably his son, who tended the vineyard, symbolizing God the Son.
3. Thevineyard, symbolizing Israel and Judah.

The parable tells the familiar story of God's choice of Israel as His people, whom He nurtured and protected, but they
continually only yielded worthless fruit, He finally removed the hedge of protection after which they suffered the woes
described in the latter half of the chapter. Verses 13-17 seem pretty clearly to be predicting an exile and the
depopulation of the land. And interestingly, verse 13 informs us that lack of knowledge or ignorance is not an excuse for
disobeying God.

lsaiah 513 Tharefore my people have gone into captivity,
Because [they have] no knowledge;

Their honorable men [are] famished,

And their multitude dried up with thirst.

14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself

And opened its mouth beyond measure;

Their glory and their multitude and their pomp,

And he who is jubilant, shall descend into it.

15 people shall be brought down,

Each man shall be humbled,

And the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled.

16 But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment,
And God who is holy shall be hallowed in righteousness.
17 Then the lambs shall feed in their pasture,

And in the waste places of the fat ones strangers shall eat. Isaiah 5:13-17 NKJV

Verses 21-23 give specific examples of the reason God considered them to be producing worthless fruit.

lsaiah 5:18 \N/pe to those who draw iniquity with cords of vanity,
And sin as if with a cart rope;
¥ That say,

"Let Him make speed [and] hasten His work,
That we may see [it];
And let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near and come,
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That we may know [it]."

20 \Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil;

Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness;

Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

21 Woe to [those who are] wise in their own eyes,

And prudent in their own sight!

22 \Woe to men mighty at drinking wine,

Woe to men valiant for mixing intoxicating drink,

23 Who justify the wicked for a bribe,

And take away justice from the righteous man! Isaiah 5:18-23 NKJV

What do you believe?

e Do you think God literally caused the Jews to be defeated and exiled, or simply allowed it?
e Do you think the nations that God supposedly sold the Israelites to were any better?
e What do you think God would have considered good grapes from the Jews?

Chapter 6

In this chapter we learn about seraphim and their six wings.

lsaiah€:1 | the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His
[robe] filled the temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with
two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one cried to another and said:

"Holy, holy, holy [is] the LORD of hosts;
The whole earth [is] full of His glory!" Isaiah 6:1-3 NKJV

In Revelation, John describes the throne room in heaven, which he presumably saw in vision.

Revelation &1 Aftar these things | looked, and behold, a door [standing] open in heaven. And the first voice which |
heard [was] like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and | will show you things which must take
place after this."

2 Immediately | was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and [One] sat on the throne. * And He who
sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and [there was] a rainbow around the throne, in
appearance like an emerald. % Around the throne [were] twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones | saw twenty-
four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. ®> And from the throne
proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire [were] burning before the throne, which are
the seven Spirits of God.

® Before the throne [there was] a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne,
[were] four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 7 The first living creature [was] like a lion, the second
living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature [was] like
a flying eagle. 8 [The] four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they
do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!"
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9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives
forever and ever, ¥ the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who
lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 1* "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive
glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created." Revelation
4:1-11 NKJV

John's account is a lot more descriptive than Isaiah's but one very interesting point in common was the six-winged
creatures. Isaiah called them all Seraphim, but John described them as four difference creatures.

Isaiah is called and accepts the commission to prophetic ministry. What follows in Isaiah's commission about the lack of
belief he will encounter was repeated as a fulfillment of prophecy when Jesus and Paul were faced with the same.

Isaiah 6:9 And He

Matthew 13:14 "And

Mark 4:11 And He

Luke 8:10 And

John

Act2 28:25 So when

said, "Go, and in them the said to them, He said, "To 12:39 Therefore they did not

tell this people: prophecy of "To you it has you it has they could not agree among
'Keep on Isaiah is fulfilled, been given to been given believe, themselves, they
hearing, but do which says: know the to know the because Isaiah departed after
not 'Hearing you will mystery of the mysteries of said again: Paul had said
understand; hear and shall kingdom of the kingdom 40"He has one word: "The
Keep on seeing, not understand, God; but to of God, but blinded their Holy Spirit spoke
but do not And seeing you those who are to the rest eyes and rightly through
perceive.' will see and not outside, all [itis given] hardened their Isaiah the

10 "Make the perceive; 1> For things come in in parables, hearts, Lest prophet to our
heart of this the hearts of this parables, 12 "so that 'Seeing they should see fathers,

people dull, people have that 'Seeing they may with [their] 26 "saying, 'Go to
And their ears grown dull. they may see not see, And eyes, Lest they this people and
heavy, And [Their] ears are and not hearing they should say: "Hearing
shut their eyes; hard of hearing, perceive, And may not understand you will hear,
Lest they see And their eyes hearing they understand.' with [their] and shall not
with their eyes, they have may hear and Luke 8:10 hearts and turn, understand; And
And hear with closed, Lest they not NKIV So that I should seeing you will

their ears, And should see with understand; heal them." see, and not
understand [their] eyes and Lest they John 12:39-40 perceive; 27 For
with their hear with [their] should turn, NKIV the hearts of this
heart, And ears, Lest they And [their] sins people have
return and be should be forgiven grown dull.
healed." Isaiah understand with them."" Mark [Their] ears are
6:9-10 NKJV [their] hearts 4:11-12 NKJV hard of hearing,
and turn, So that And their eyes
I should heal they have
them.' Matthew closed, Lest they
13:14-15 NKJV should see with

[their] eyes and
hear with [their]
ears, Lest they
should
understand with
[their] hearts
and turn, So that
I should heal
them." ' Acts
28:25-27 NKJIV

What do you believe?

e Do you think a physical throne room in heaven exists, or do you think it's just a visualization for us?
e Do you think Isaiah's Seraphim and John's four creatures are the same?
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e Why is verse 10 written as if someone, God?, is making them this way? Are we not responsible for our own
choices?

Chapter 7
This chapter begins with a bit of history, so let's look at that briefly. There had been almost 100 years of good kings in

Judah, when Ahaz came along (see the divided kingdom). He not only worshipped idols, but he was so wicked that he
even sacrificed his own sons on his pagan altars [2 Chronicles 28:3, 2 Kings 16:3]. Chronicles and Kings tell us different
parts of the story of Ahaz, and | believe that Isaiah and the 2 Kings account are referring to the same incident. It seems

that the kings of Aram and Israel joined together to fight against Jerusalem and besiege it. 2 Kings 16:5 says they didn't
succeed. In Isaiah 7:7, God told Ahaz through the prophet that it would not succeed. Verse 8 prophesied the end of the
kingdom of Israel within 65 years. In spite of this assurance, Ahaz asked the king of Assyria for assistance and had to take

the gold and silver from the temple to pay him. On this occasion, the Assyrians came and attacked the capital city of
Aram and killed their king [2 Kings 16:7-9]. After this Ahaz went to Damascus to meet the king of Assyria and while there,
was enamored with the pagan alter he saw, so he built a copy of it in Jerusalem [2 Kings 16:10-16]. On another occasion,
possibly later on in his reign, he was defeated by Pekah, king of Israel. In one day, he lost 120,000 valiant men in battle
and then 200,000 captives were taken [2 Chronicles 28:5-15].

The next part of this chapter prophesies the virgin birth of Immanuel which was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus to the virgin
Mary.

lsaish 7:14 "Tharefore the Lord Himself will give you a Matthew 1:22 5 3|| this was done that it might be

sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 prophet, saying: 22 "Behold, the virgin shall be with
NKJV child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name

Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us."
Matthew 1:22-23 NKJV

The last part of the chapter prophesies bad times for Judah, worse than they have experienced since the kingdom was
divided. It seems that the Assyrians, whom Ahaz trusted instead of God for his salvation, will betray him and turn on
him. Finally, | believe the last few verses are a prophecy of the desolation of the land during the Babylonian captivity.

lsaiah 7:23 |t shal| happen in that day, [That] wherever there could be a thousand vines [Worth] a thousand

[shekels] of silver, It will be for briers and thorns. 2* With arrows and bows [men] will come there, Because all
the land will become briers and thorns. 2> And to any hill which could be dug with the hoe, You will not go there
for fear of briers and thorns; But it will become a range for oxen And a place for sheep to roam. [saiah 7:23-25
NKJV

What do you believe?

e Thesigninverse 14 is clearly a prophecy of the virgin birth of the Messiah, but was this also an immediate sign
given to Ahaz? Was a child born to a virgin back then as a sign?

e If this was only a prophecy of the Messiah, then how was this a sign to Ahaz?

e Do you believe the prediction of bad times was specifically referring to one time, or did God like in Matthew 24
intermingle events?
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Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

Chapter 8

Isaiah's wife was called a prophetess. They named their son Mahershalalhashbaz, the longest name in the Bible. The fall
of Damascus and Samaria to Assyria was predicted to occur before the child would talk.

Verse 12 was partially quoted by Peter in his first epistle where he is speaking of godly living.

lsaiah 8:12 "5 ot say, 'A conspiracy,' Concerning all Lpeter3:14 gyt even if you should suffer for

that this people call a conspiracy, Nor be afraid of righteousness' sake, [you are] blessed. "And do not

their threats, nor be troubled. Isaiah 8:12 NKJV be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled." 1 Peter
3:14 NKJV

The following statement about the rock to stumble over was applied by both Peter and Paul to Jesus because the Jews
rejected Him.

lsaiah 814 Yo will be as a 1Peter2:8 and "A stone of Romans 933 As it is written:
sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling And a rock of "Behold, I lay in Zion a
stumbling and a rock of offense offense."” They stumble, being stumbling stone and rock of
To both the houses of Israel, As disobedient to the word, to offense, And whoever believes
atrap and a snare to the which they also were on Him will not be put to
inhabitants of Jerusalem. Isaiah appointed. 1 Peter 2:8 NKJV shame." Romans 9:33 NKJV
8:14 NKIV

However just a few verses later the words of Isaiah were quoted in reference to those who accepted Jesus and were
called the children that God had given Him.

Romans 8:17 And | will wait on the LORD, Who hides His Hebrews 2:13 And again: "l will put My trust in Him."
face from the house of Jacob; And | will hope in And again: "Here am | and the children whom God
Him. ' Here am | and the children whom the LORD has given Me." Hebrews 2:NKJV

has given me! [We] are for signs and wonders in
Israel From the LORD of hosts, Who dwells in
Mount Zion. Isaiah 8:17-18 NKJV

The phrase, 'the children whom the LORD has given me,' makes me think of the prayer of Jesus recorded in John 17.

lohn 173 "| nray for them. | do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours.
John 17:9 NKJV

We know from the four gospels, and the Acts of the apostles, that both Jesus and His disciples performed many miracles
('signs and wonders'), primarily for the benefit of the Jews. So, it would seem pretty clear that the middle portion of this
chapter is a prophecy of the rejection of Jesus and the following ministry of the apostles.

Verse 20 as one of the tests of a prophet, but | believe it was broader than that because it was meant to identify God's
faithful remnant.

1saiah 20 Tg the |aw and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, [it is] because [there is] no
light in them. Isaiah 8:20 NKJV

| believe the law and the testimony that Isaiah was referring to was their sacred writings of the time. The law was most
likely what we now refer to as the Pentateuch. This is what makes up the first five books of the Old Testament, where

the Ten Commandments and other civil and religious Jewish laws were recorded by Moses. | believe the testimony was
most likely a reference to the historical books at that time which possibly included Joshua, Judges, Ruth and Samuel. So


http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/isa/8/1/p1
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Isa/8/12/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Isa/8/12/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/1Pe/3/14/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/1Pe/3/14/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/1Pe/3/14/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Isa/8/14/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Isa/8/14/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Isa/8/14/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/1Pe/2/8/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/1Pe/2/8/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/9/33/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Rom/9/33/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Isa/8/17/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Isa/8/17/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Heb/2/13/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Heb/2/13/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Jhn/17/9/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Jhn/17/9/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Isa/8/20/p0
http://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/Isa/8/20/p0

Between the lines (of the Bible) by Stephen Ing

when this verse was written, it probably referred to the majority of what would be considered the sacred writings and
history of the Jews.

What do you believe?

e Do you think Isaiah's wife was literally a prophet, or do you think it was a figure of speech to mean prophet's
wife?

e What do you think was meant by the phrase, stone of stumbling and a rock of offense,’ or A ‘stumbling stone
and rock of offense,' as Paul put it?

e Do you think the Jews at the time had a clear definition of what they considered sacred writings and what were
not?

Chapter 9-10
Chapter 9 begins with a prophecy of the Messiah.

lsaiah 91 Nevertheless the gloom [will] not [be] upon Matthew 4:14 that it might be fulfilled which was

her who [is] distressed, As when at first He lightly spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ** "The land
esteemed The land of Zebulun and the land of of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, [By] the way of
Naphtali, And afterward more heavily oppressed the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles:
[her], [By] the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, In 16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great
Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walked in light, And upon those who sat in the region and
darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt shadow of death Light has dawned." Matthew 4:14-
in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a 16 NKJV

light has shined. Isaiah 9:1-2 NKJV

But what about the following verses about breaking the yoke, and the never-ending increase of His government.

lsaiah 33 y o have multiplied the nation

[And] increased its joy;

They rejoice before You

According to the joy of harvest,

As [men] rejoice when they divide the spoil.

* For You have broken the yoke of his burden
And the staff of his shoulder,

The rod of his oppressor,

As in the day of Midian.

> For every warrior's sandal from the noisy battle,
And garments rolled in blood,

Will be used for burning [and] fuel of fire.

® For unto us a Child is born,

Unto us a Son is given;

And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of [His] government and peace
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[There will be] no end,

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice

From that time forward, even forever.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. Isaiah 9:3-7 NKJV

This is the part of the prophecy the Jews focused on. In hindsight though, a never ending increase of His government on
the throne of David, could not apply literally to Jesus at His first coming. Jesus never made a play for the throne of David
although at times there was a lot of popular support for Him to take it. In fact, Jesus clearly stated this in His trial before
Pilate.

lohn 18:36 Jasys answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would
fight, so that | should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here." John 18:36 NKJV

The second half of the chapter and the beginning of the next, is about God's anger over Israel's arrogance and the
punishment predicted for them. This is written kind of like a song with three verses and a refrain that is repeated at the
end of each verse. Portions of this message specifically mention the Northern kingdom of Israel and hence | believe it is
targeted at the combined descendants of Jacob. In the last verse of this song, in chapter 10, God is pronouncing woes
against those who make unjust decisions which deprive the needy of justice, and rob the poor of their rights, as well as
those who plunder widows and orphans.

lsaiah 10:1 "\\/0e to those who decree unrighteous decrees,
Who write misfortune,

[Which] they have prescribed

2 To rob the needy of justice,

And to take what is right from the poor of My people,
That widows may be their prey,

And [that] they may rob the fatherless. Isaiah 10:1-2 NKJV

God will allow (use?) the aggressiveness of king of Assyria to punish Israel and threaten Judah, but then the king of
Assyria will suffer for his arrogance. | believe verses 12-19 are a prophecy of what happened to Sennacherib as recorded

in chapters 36, 37.

The second half of chapter 10 talks about a remnant of Israel. Does this mean the northern tribes, who were often
referred to as Israel, or does it mean the southern portion of Israel that Isaiah ministered to? In Romans 9 Paul quotes
Isaiah in reference to the remnant that will be saved because the majority will find Jesus to be a stumbling block.

1saiah 1022 Eor though your people, O Israel, be as the Romans 9:27 | ajah also cries out concerning Israel:
sand of the sea, A remnant of them will return; The "Though the number of the children of Israel be as
destruction decreed shall overflow with the sand of the sea, The remnant will be saved.
righteousness. 2® For the Lord GOD of hosts Will 28 For He will finish the work and cut [it] short in
make a determined end In the midst of all the land. righteousness, Because the LORD will make a short
Isaiah 10:22-23 NKJV work upon the earth." Romans 9:27-28 NKJV

It seems that Paul is calling the remnant of Israel, the Jews who would accept Christ and become Christians. Is it possible
that this refers to the remnant of Judah who would return from Babylonian exile?
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What do you believe?

e Isit possible to apply verse 4 (breaking the yoke), and 7 (increase of His government), to the conversion of the
oppressor (Rome) to Christianity and the growth of the Christian church?

e How do you think Jesus' ministry would have been different if the Jews had accepted Him?

e Do you think Isaiah understood the prophecies he wrote about, or as Daniel did on occasion, did he just write
down what he was shown without always understanding?

Chapter 11-12

lsaiah11:1 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse,

And a Branch shall grow out of his roots.

2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him,

The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

The Spirit of counsel and might,

The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.

3 His delight [is] in the fear of the LORD,

And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes,

Nor decide by the hearing of His ears;

4 But with righteousness He shall judge the poor,

And decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,
And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked.
> Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins,

And faithfulness the belt of His waist. Isaiah 11:1-5 NKJIV

Verses 1-the middle of 4 and 5 can be easily applied to Jesus, the Messiah at His first coming. What can we say about the
second half of verse 4? Taken literally, it sounds a lot like something that would happen at the final judgment of earth
when sin is finally destroyed. Paul quotes from verse 5 in his letter to the Ephesians encouraging them to think of using
God as armor to protect them against the schemes of the devil.

lsalah 1155 Rishteousness shall be the belt of His loins, Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist
And faithfulness the belt of His waist. Isaiah 11:5 with truth, having put on the breastplate of
NKJV righteousness, Ephesians 6:14 NKJV

Continuing on:

lsaiah 11:6 "Thea wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,

The leopard shall lie down with the young goat,

The calf and the young lion and the fatling together;

And a little child shall lead them.

" The cow and the bear shall graze;

Their young ones shall lie down together;

And the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 The nursing child shall play by the cobra's hole,

And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den.
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° They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,
For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
As the waters cover the sea. Isaiah 11:6-9 NKJV

The verse about the wolf and the lamb, leopard and goat, and calf and lion hanging out together could only occur in the
new earth if taken literally. But what about verse 8 which speaks of the nursing child playing by the cobra? | believe from
statements made by Jesus, that there will be no more reproduction in heaven. If that is the case, how can you have a
nursing child?

Matthew 22:29 jagys answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of
God. 3° "For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in
heaven. Matthew 22:29-30 NKJV

I'm choosing to take the first part of the chapter to be a prophecy of the Messiah. The part about striking the earth and
slaying the wicked can be taken symbolically as Paul takes the next verse. In other words, winning the battle against sin
though righteousness and faithfulness and the Word of God. But | believe it can also be taken literally if referring to the
judgment that precedes the new earth which can easily be visualized in verses 6, 7. Following this line of interpretation, |
would take verse 8 symbolically, as a way of stating the striking change in the nature of animals without the presence of
sin.

In Romans Paul quotes from verse 10, implying that Jesus the root of Jesse, will rule over the Gentiles and not just the

Jews.
lsaiah 11:10 "And in that day there shall be a Root of Romans 512 And again, Isaiah says: "There shall be a
Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; root of Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over
For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall hope."
place shall be glorious." Isaiah 11:10 NKJV Romans 15:12 NKJV

The second half of the chapter sounds like the reunification of Israel, but it begins by saying, "It shall come to pass in
that day..." Following my chosen line of interpretation, the reunification described in the second half of the chapter,
nicely describes the people who will be saved in the new earth. The only problem is, I'm not sure what to make of the
plundering, subjugation and destruction mentioned in verses 14, 15 unless those countries are symbolic of sin which will
be conquered and destroyed.

Chapter 12 is a prayer of thanksgiving, which begins with "And in that day you will say." If we take 'that day,' to be the
day we were speaking of in verses 11:10,11 of the previous chapter, it would be what the remnant will say when they
have been restored as described in the previous chapter.

What do you believe?

e How would you explain the scene depicted of the nursing child playing by the cobra? Will there be cobras and
vipers in heaven?

e Considering the use of a belt, is there a reason it is a symbol of righteousness?

e Do you think these chapters literally refer to a re-unification of Israel?
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Chapter 13-14

The first verse of chapter 13 clearly tells us this following text is about what Isaiah saw (presumably in vision) about

Babylon. However, to me it is not at all obvious whether verses 2-5 describe things that will happen to Babylon or
whether they will perform them against the Jews. In verses 6-16 the pronouns “they” and “their” are used which implies
that the judgment and destruction predicted are against Babylon. However,

o Verse 11 speaks of punishment for the world.
o Verse 12 speaks of mortal man and mankind.
o Verse 14 speaks of each returning to their own people and to their own land.

So, it seems that while these verses may apply to Babylon, | believe they have a larger application. In fact, the following
verses were quoted in the New Testament to be signs preceding the second coming or the day of the Lord. Verse 10 was
quoted by Jesus Himself.

lsaiah 13:10 Eor the stars of heaven and their lsaiah 24:29 | mmediately after the tribulation of those

constellations Will not give their light; The sun will days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will

be darkened in its going forth, And the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and

not cause its light to shine. Isaiah 13:10 NKJV the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Matthew
24:29 NKJV

lsaiah 13:13 Tharefore | will shake the heavens, And the Hebrews 12:26 \y/hose voice then shook the earth; but

earth will move out of her place, In the wrath of now He has promised, saying, "Yet once more |

the LORD of hosts And in the day of His fierce shake not only the earth, but also heaven."

anger. Isaiah 13:13 NKJV Hebrews 12:26 NKJV

Verses 17-19 mentions the Medes would be stirred up against Babylon. We know from history that Cyrus the Great,
founder of the Medo-Persian empire, captured the capital city of Babylon.®” Then verses 20-22 say that the place of their
great capital city would never again be inhabited by people, but dessert creatures would live there.

The next chapter follows the previous chapter's prediction of the fall of Babylon with Israel's taunt against its king. The
interesting thing about this taunt is that it also seems to be a reference to the fall of Lucifer from heaven.

lsaiah 14:12 "How you are fallen from heaven,

O Lucifer, son of the morning!

[How] you are cut down to the ground,

You who weakened the nations!

13 For you have said in your heart:

'l will ascend into heaven,

| will exalt my throne above the stars of God;

| will also sit on the mount of the congregation
On the farthest sides of the north;

141 will ascend above the heights of the clouds,
| will be like the Most High.'

15 Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol,

To the lowest depths of the Pit. Isaiah 14:12-15 NKJV

57 Abbott, Jacob. Cyrus the Great. New York and London, Harper Brothers Publishers, 1901, p 222.
http://books.google.com/books?id=gOU9AAAAYAA)&pg=PA187
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